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LECTURE. 



Auiifect: 
THE DECLIira OF PROTESTANTISM AND ITS CAUSE. 

The civilized world at the present day maybe considered 
as divided into two great religious denominations ; the one 
adhering to the Catholic faith, the other rallying under the 
general term of Protestantism. I am aware that there are 
other religious divisions, such as that of the Greek Church, 
and that of the followers of Mahomet ; but I speak of na- 
tions the most enlightened and civilized of the present 
age, whether on the continent of Europe or on this hemi- 
sphere, and I conceive they can fairly be divided between 
those two denominations. What the Catholic Church is 
does not require any particular explanation. Its mean- 
ing is at once so simple, so comprehensive, so easily un- 
derstood, that it were a waste of words to make the com- 
prehension of it more clear than it already is to every 
mind. Not so with Protestantism. That term, as ordi- 
narily employed, is understood, in its popular sense very 
clearly ; nervertheless in any sense of science, or for the 
purposes of logical or theological accuracy, it is a word 
exceedingly ambiguous, vague and indefinite. Protestant- 
ism is a generic title, implying the genus without entering 
into any of the specific varieties which it is employed as a 
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4 THE DECLINE OF PROTESTANTISM. 

general term to designate. These two systems working 
side by side, have occupied as well as divided the world 
between them for the last 300 years. One indeed had 
prevailed from the beginning of Christianity ; whilst the 
other came into existence in the sixteenth century, pro- 
claimed its mission, entered upon its work, and has sub- 
sisted since that period. 

I have announced as the title of the lecture which I 
have proposed to give, at the request of the Catholic In- 
stitute, The Decline of Protestantism and the 
Cause. Now this word Decline has not been by me arbi- 
trarily chosen. I have found that the meaning of it is fa- 
miliar both to the Catholic and the Protestant. I have found 
that the strongest authorities are on the Protestant side, 
and acknowledge, while they deplore, and aim to arrest, 
its progress. I need quote, in proof of this, but one au- 
thority : — the celebrated Macaulay, the essayist, historian, 
and reviewer ; — one of the clearest minds, perhaps, that 
the great English nation can this day boast of. Though 
he is no friend to the Catholic Church, yet he treats the 
subject in the light of impartial philosophy. He compares 
with the antiquity of the Catholic Church, all dynasties 
and human governments of Europe, and finds the oldest of 
them, but as of the origin of yesterday. He proclaims, 
indeed, the inroads that Protestantism had made upon the 
beautiful domains of the ancient Catholic dominion. He 
acknowledges that, though formidable for a time, its pro- 
gress was evidently of a transient character. And, look- 
ing into futurity with the keen scrutiny of a seer, he as- 
serts by a flight of imagination, and a beautiful exaggera- 
tion I might call it, that the " Catholic Church will be still 
young and vigorous, when, at some future day, the tra- 
veler from New Zealand shall stand upon a broken arch 
of London Bridge and sketch the ruin of Saint Paul's.'' 
Such is his idea ; and, I need not add, that a man who 
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THE DECLINE OF PE0TESTANTI8M. 5 

can thus write is already deeply impressed with the actual 
and prospective decline of Protestantism. I cannot, how- 
ever, agree with the eloquent writer ; for I would rather 
hope that if ever such a traveler shall come from New 
Zealand, instead of finding London Bridge broken up and 
Saint Paul's destroyed, he will be first arrested, as he ap- 
proaches that noble edifice, by the sound of ten thousand 
voices after some grand and solemn pontifical mass ren- 
dering thanks, in the accents of Te Deum Laudamus^ for 
the return of an erring Nation to the unity and commu- 
nion of the Catholic faith. 

Protestantism began in the year 1617. It had then a 
solitary representative ; and as regards religion, his voice 
was the only discordant sound that could have been 
heard in western Christendom. All had been united, 
all had subsisted in the harmony of one belief; and al- 
though scandal existed then, as now, and ^buses of indi- 
vidual living were known ; and although pubHc and pri- 
vate morals might have furnished much ground for com- 
plaint, still, at least there was one ideally perfect, cen- 
tral rallying point, on which men's minds were united — 
the beauty, simplicity, and Unity of the faith of the Catholic 
Church, which God had established for the salvation of 
men. From this central point the new doctrine took its 
bearings of direct and indirect antagonism, and spread on 
every side. It became the theme of general dispute, and 
into that dispute were promptly infused projects of politi- 
cal ambition, popular discontent, and every species of hu- 
man element and of human motive calculated to give im- 
pulse to the new principle, which in itself, if it were true, 
would have been altogether worthy of the admiration of 
its adherents, and would have been well calculated to 
spread abroad the doctrine thus introduced and propaga- 
ted with a rapidity to which there is no such thing 
as a parallel in the history of the Christian Church, or in 
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6 THE BEOLmE OF PEOTESTANTIBM. 

the annals of the human race. From Wirtemburgh it 
spread throughout Northern Germany. It reached, in a 
different form, however, the Cantons of Switzerland. It 
penetrated the empire of France. It took possession of 
Prussia. It pervaded Holland, Norway, Sweden, Den- 
mark, England and Scotland. It conquered them all ; — 
and it met a successful resistance only on the western 
borders of Europe. The Irish nation stood together 
against it, and struggled with constancy, perseverance 
and determination ; and although the battle has lasted for 
three hundred years, and although that down-trodden na- 
tion has suffered intensely for its adherence to principle, 
still it did not give way to Protestantism. I cannot con- 
sider this as altogether the result of chance, for I can al- 
most persuade myself that God in His providence per- 
mitted that there should b6 one western border of Europe 
upon which the eye of the pilgrim to this free hemis- 
phere should rest for the last time, as upon Catholic soil, 
and that he should thus continue to cherish the old asso- 
ciations of the Holy Catholic Faith, by which all Europe 
had been, and the rest of the world might, finally, be 
emancipated from barbarism and infidelity. 

What is very remarkable is, that Protestantism should 
have made such progress in so short a time ; — that, with- 
in fifty years from its origin, it should have conquered 
and taken possession of every inch of ground, of which 
it is in possession at this day ; so that an old man of 
1567 could see Prot^Mantism triumphant in all the na- 
tions I have mentioned, and look back to the memory of 
boyhood when he knew Brother Martin Luther, a pious 
monk, as Macauley remarks, or what is nearly the same, 
remembered him, the young father of Protestantism, a 
fugitive from the laws of his country, seeking and hap- 
pily finding a safe hiding place in the suburbs of some 
obscure German village. 
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THE BEOUNE OP PROTESTANTISM. 7 

Oh how Protestantism must have been surprised, as- 
tounded, and overwhelmed at the immensity and variety 
of the spoils, into the possession of which it so speedily 
entered ! Yesterday it was proscribed ; to-day it is 
master of kingdoms, thrones, armies, provinces, treas- 
ures, and the accumulated religious and charitable offer- 
ings of Catholic generations for a thousand years ! It 
^ came rapidly into the possession of what it had never 
labored to create ; it reaped where it had never sown ; 
and the toil of the husbandman, who had cultivated the 
soil before, accrued to the benefit of his adversary, and 
was unrewarded. It found itself in possession not only 
of these, but of the Catholic churches — and when I say 
Catholic churches, you will not understand me to mean 
such churches as we in our cold charity and poverty have 
been able to erect — ^but those great churches that were 
projected on a magnificent scale, and in the spirit of an 
age that reUgion had inspired, when acres were taken 
into the plan, after the Catholic forefathers of the Prot- 
estant occupants of all this ecclesiastical wealth, from 
age to age, had been making their offerings at the shrine 
of the one church : — temples, not perhaps esteemed as 
worthy of God ; but, at all events, such palaces, so to 
call them, for the veiled presence of Divine majesty and 
mercy among men, as might indicate at least to all time, 
their gratitude towards their merciful Creator and Re- 
deemer. Protestantism took possession of them all, and 
found them so vast that it never has been able since to 
fill them with worshippers. The congregations of many 
of them now assemble in the choir, a part of the church 
which had been exclusively set apart for the clergy. And 
not alone the churches, but the universities, with all their 
endowments and benefices as depositories of learning. 
AU, all, passed promptly into the hands of Protestantism. 
I make these statements to show how little Protestant- 
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ism has accomplished compared with the immensity of 
its means. If Protestantism had been what it professed to 
be, it found itself almost by surprise put in possession of 
the means wherewithal to carry its triumphs to the ends 
of the earth. The Church of Christ itself, the Catholic 
Church, was for three hundred years obliged to dwell in 
the catacombs of Rome, not daring, or scarcely daring 
to show itself; and when it did, it was with a prospect 
of martyrdom ; but Protestantism seized upon a large 
portion of the wealth of Christendom, and became the 
master of kings and armies, senates and nations, univer- 
sities and churches, and every thing that Catholics had, 
in the gradual accumulation of their charities for ages, 
contributed to erect for civilization and religion. 

We will now, therefore, regard Protestantism in its 
purpose. What was its mission ? Its mission, according 
to its own statements, was to renovate a faded, fallen, 
and false Christianity. Its mission was to introduce a 
pure and perfect religion, as a substitute for that " apos- 
tate church," as it called the Catholic faith, from which 
itself went forth ; and if this were its purpose, we should 
suppose it would take certain grounds in reference to its 
mission; for if it were conscious of the possession of 
truth, if it really believed it had now taken the form in 
which God would have the world to be saved, it was 
bound to propagate itself, to make itself known, to speak 
in a consistent, uniform, and unequivocal language, so 
that it might accomplish, in time, something like what 
the pretendedly faded church had indisputably accom- 
plished, in its time before. 

Two things particularly it was bound to accomplish — 
one was, to convert pagan nations and Catholic nations ; 
and the other was, to preserve itself: for, if it lost itself, 
in attempting to gain others, it would show that it was 
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THE DECLINE OF PEOTESTANTISM 9 

not what it pretended to be, but something not having 
that light and truth of which God is the author. 

I should perhaps attempt a definition of what Protest- 
antism is. I have looked into the expositions of its most 
prominent advocates, but among them all I have sought 
in vain for any thing like a scientific or logical definition ; 
nor can I conceive it possible to give such a definition of 
the word Protestantism. However, I will take it in the 
fairest light of which it is susceptible, and endeavor to give 
a definition by the elements of which it is composed. I 
take it that Protestantism is a general term, indicating 
that an individual accepting it explicitly protests against 
the Catholic Church in the first instance, but implicitly 
against all human authority ; and claims, on the other hand, 
the right of taking the Holy Scriptures, reading them for 
himself, and taking the meaning and light which they re- 
flect upon his mind as the religion of Christ. I am aware 
that, in order to determine its dechne or progress, it is ex- 
pedient that we should fix upon what was understood by 
Protestantism at the period to which I refer. I will there- 
fore take the period of 1567, when Protestantism was 
comprised under three great divisions :— -the Lutheran, 
the Calvinistic, and the Anglican ; and looking at the sym- 
bolical books of that period, it is to be understood as com- 
prising two elements, one negative, the other positive. 
There is one aspect of the decline of Protestantism which 
can afibrd no comfort to the most ardent adherent of the 
Catholic Church, and that aspect is seen in the tendency 
of Protestantism to rationalism, and infidelity. Protest- 
antism comprised, originally, a great number of the primi- 
tive truths of Christianity. These truths were doctrines 
which the first separation from us did not prevent Protest- 
ants from carrying forth with them ; I mean the great mys- 
teries of the Holy Trinity, the Incarnation of the Sa- 
viour, the Redemption by the Son of God, Original Sin, 
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10 THE DECUNB OP PB0TB8TANTISM. 

the Holy Eucharist, with or without the belief of the Real 
Presence, and others, sanctioned in Christ's Church. 
These were the positive doctrines embodied in their sym- 
bohcal books ; while Prayers for the Departed, Transub* 
stantiation, the Intercession of Saints, and so many other 
doctrines that had been the faith of Christendom, were 
excluded and cut off, and this formed the negative phase. 
You have, therefore, these two principles j and beyond 
these I cannot pretend to define what Protestantism is : — 
for if you pass from the generic title to the specific variety, 
and trace out its development from one denomination to 
another, down to the latest phase of human error, you will 
find in them all these two elements^ — this and this, no ; 
and this and this, yes. They all vary, and yet all profess 
to be guided by their own private interpretation of the 
Scriptures alone, while all agree in protesting against 
the Church of God. All of them protest against 
every species of authority, and all of them, still, re- 
tain some of the prominent and positive doctrines of 
the Christian Church, which become a test of reli- 
gious association and a special ground of communion. 
We cannot, therefore, at this day, but regret that what 
was positive in those times has ceased in a great measure 
to exist in the Protestantism of the present day ; but if 
it once included all these fundamental doctrines, how great 
has been its decline on the side of Latitudinarianism ! I 
have written for this lecture perhaps some fifteen or twenty- 
pages of authorities alone, and I have been obliged to put 
them all aside, because, if I should attempt the labor of 
quoting authorities, to make thorough work of it, I should 
have to occupy my whole time with them. But then what 
authorities should I have had to quote ? Why the au- 
thorities of Protestant writers, some calling themselves by- 
one denomination and some by another ; but all of them 
showing the actual condition to which Protestantism has 
been reduced, on the very fields of its first and most aston- 
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ishing triumphs. Do you speak of Germany ? In Ger- 
many, the doctrines regarding the Trinity are held, if held 
at all, only by the uneducated and ignorant ; but as for 
your preachers in the pulpit, as for your doctors of the- 
ology, and great men of every department, they have no 
conception of any such belief. Rationalism has taken the 
place of Protestantism, although men still claim the name, 
from the meaning and purport of which they have so 
widely departed. Do you speak of the facts usually re- 
ferred to in proof of Christianity, the miracles, for instance, 
recorded in the Holy Scriptures ? They explain them all 
away. They apply the dreamy analogies of Mesmerism 
to the works of the Redeemer, and pretend, among other 
cases, that the man stricken with palsy was cured by 
Christ, because he had a deep insight into human nature, 
and knew the power of imagination, when he took the 
palsied man by the hand, fixed his eye upon him, and 
effected a cure. This is their explanation of Scripture ; 
and yet they are enjoying the emoluments of Protest- 
antism, which were originally provided in one form or 
another, for the support of the Catholic clergy, but which 
are now transferred to modern Protestantism, the princi- 
ples of which are sapping and undermining the vital doc- 
trines of Christianity in such a manner, that in a short 
time you shall see their dominions a wilderness of Pagan- 
ism, and made all the more terrible because their inhabit- 
ants have been civilized. 

Do you go to Switzerland, where Calvin established 
Protestantism, and kept alive for a time the doctrine of 
the Trinity ? In Geneva, if they have a patron saint, it 
is not John Calvin, but Jean Jacques Rousseau. His senti- 
ments are the prevaiUng sentiments of those who call 
themselves Christians, and they are preached from the 
very pulpit from which the great father of that stem sect 
of Protestants once uttered his subtle but desperate 
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scheme of predestination. In his day, if a man in Geneva 
professed disbelief in the Trinity, he ran the risk of 
capital punishment. But now, how changed ! If a man 
in that city, at the present day, professes to beUeve in the 
Trinity, as Calvin believed it, he will not be burned to 
death — he will only be laughed at ! 

Go to France. The condition of Protestantism is 
nearly if not quite similar. Travellers tell us, that the 
temples there represent but a mockery of a memory of a 
departed creed ; — That they are chill and dark, and that 
their preachers, if they speak of Christianity at all, speak 
in the Rationalistic knguage of Germany. 

Go to Sweden ; and all again is cold and stiff as iron ; 
although the government holds dominion, and freedom of 
conscience, as we understand it, is unknown. There is, 
it is true, an apparent conformity to established fornls in 
this and other northern states of Europe, which might 
deceive ; but the explanation is, that the civil power will 
not tolerate any other outward forms of religion. We 
read, for instance, but the other day, of a painter, and a 
man of genius, inspired by the enthusiasm of what is 
warm and beautiful in art; and who, whether from this 
or from some higher impulse, wished to become, and did 
become, a Catholic ; — whereupon he was banished from 
his native land, and all his property confiscated. 

Let us pass to England. Protestantism has not been 
able to preserve itself, even there. Look over its social 
and religious history from the year 1567 to the present 
day. See what England has passed through; and, at 
this day, Protestant though it still be in name, in feeling, 
and in law, yet it appears to be utterly unconscious of what 
really constitutes its religious life and mission. It seems 
to have no principle of self-explanation, nothing that is 
calculated to impress on others any respectful or reveren- 
tial idea of what it is; utterly incapable of preserving the 
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doctrines, which it thought belonged to itself, from the 
ruthless invasion of every advocate of error. On the 
other hand, if you look for any thing like propagation of 
Protestantism in the Catholic or Pagan world, you look 
in vain. It is long, indeed, since it felt the necessity of 
attempting something like what had been accomplished 
by the Catholic Church, in the conversion of the heathen ; 
— and we find that as early as 1701, missionary societies 
were instituted. What they did, however, is a blank, so 
far as history is concerned. We know that, within our 
own memory, millions and millions of money, from Eng- 
land and these United States, and hundreds if not thou- 
sands of missionaries, have been sacrificed in the attempt 
to do something towards propagating Protestantism in the 
Pagan world; — and, I will say boldly, without success. 
I am aware that they speak of success in the Sandwich 
Islands ; but I believe that the success of Protestantism 
even there, as a religion capable of propagating itself, on 
farther investigation, will be found to be altogether illu- 
sory. We know that the population has diminished more 
than one-half, since it came under the influence and gov- 
ernment of what are called missions ; and we know 
further, for we have it from their own writings, that the 
conversion of those who remain is of so doubtful a type, 
that during one period they passed a civil law enforcing 
attendance at public worship, and under its operation the 
inhabitants were driven to church; but now, for some 
eighteen years or so, since the law was repealed, their 
churches are getting empty ; so that I conceive Protes- 
.tantism will no more succeed in converting the inhabitants 
of the Sandwich Islands, than the Puritans did in convert- 
ing the tribes of Indians, whom they drove from their 
hunting grounds in the northern and eastern portions of 
the United States. 

These failures to convert Pagans, therefore, are symp- 
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toms of decline ; and if this failure comes, on one side, 
from the rejection of Catholic authority, or from the with- 
holding its primary doctrines, must we not conclude that 
all those infidel systems which have grown out of Protest- 
antism, have grown out of it at its own expense ? We 
must either admit that all Germany, and France, and Hol- 
land, have decUned from Protestantism, and gone into the 
cold and dark regions of infidelity ; or we must still call 
these nations Protestant, and allow that one condition of 
their Protestantism is the denial of the doctrines of the 
Trinity, and the holy mysteries of the Christian faith. 
Protestants would, I believe, universally assert the distinc- 
tion. They speak of the orthodox denominations, as dis- 
tinguished from what they consider heterodox or infidel 
variety. If, therefore, both are not equally Protestant, 
how vastly has Protestantism declined in the direction of 
unbelief, skepticism, and heathenism. 

Protestantism declines too, on the other side, in the 
direction of conversions from its ranks to the true faith. 
It is a very consoling reflection for us that, for a long 
time, many of the best and mightiest minds that ever 
adorned Protestantism, have been coming, one after ano- 
ther, in the opposite direction of positive belief and of the 
Catholic Church. In Germany, though we do not pretend 
to be very familiar with what is going on there, we hear 
of four hundred from among the most learned men, con- 
nected with the universities of those studious old nations, 
who during the two years of 1813 and 1814, became Ca- 
tholics ; and every year since, some of those distinguish- 
ed minds have seen that the middle ground, negative and 
positive, " yes and no," attempted to be occupied by Pro- 
testantism, is altogether untenable. They see that either 
Catholicism or Protestantism must ultimately prevail, and 
whilst the largest portion wander still farther from truth, 
they only follow in the direction of the broken logic of 
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their first leaders and can retort on those who would re- 
strain them ; " you told us that the Scriptures are our on- 
ly guide, and we are their interpreters for ourselves. You 
have taught us to reject authority, and now do you attempt 
to fasten its galling yoke on our necks ? If the old Catholic 
Church was deceptive, as you have taught us, how dare 
you, who cannot agree among yourselves, attempt to bind 
upon us an authority which you yourselves cannot bear." 
And so the declension of Protestantism is in two opposite 
directions, as the positive or negative principle prevails-— 
the negatives all rushing off, every one in his own way, and 
the positives all gathering towards a Catholic centre, un- 
der the influence of a prudence that dare not reject divine 
authority. Here is the test point of Protestantism ; and 
here it is made manifest that in its very birth, it inherited , 
the seeds of death and dissolution, so as to destroy the 
very possibility of its self-preservation or self-propagation./ 
It may be said that Catholic nations have also fur- 
nished infidels, and that a whole school of rationalistic 
and philosophic men, who disturbed the world during the 
latter portion of the last century, belonged to Catholic 
France. To this the reply is, that there is no charm in 
the Catholic Church to prevent a man, bent on error, 
from indulging his propensities ; there is no spell to be 
cast over him by the Church ; but he never can do so as 
a Catholic ; — whereas in Protestantism, in all instances 
that I have spoken of, it is not the layman only, but the 
preacher; and he preaches Protestantism when he 
preaches against the divinity of Christ, — ^when he preaches 
against the miracles, against original sin, or against the 
atonement ; and in all this he is warranted by the nega- 
tive element in the very constitution of the system of 
which he forms a part ; — so that Protestantism has no 
check upon him. If he preaches error, what right has 
any authority on earth to rebuke him ? He can answer. 
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^* Look at your charter. Is it not the privilege of the 
Protestant — is it not my right ? By what claim of su- 
periority will you dare to raise your judgment against 
mine, and say that I am wrong, and you are right ?^ 
^Protestantism cannot check infidelity; and the only 
regret it appears to feel on witnessing this desolation, this 
cold and chilling atmosphere into which it has been 
ushered, is the regret that there is left no balm in Gilead, 
no remedy by which matters might be healed. 

If, then, Protestantism has declined, is declining, and 
is destined to decline, it may not be unseasonable to in- 
quire into the causes of it. I think the fact itself is unde- 
niable, and I must abstain from quoting the innumerable 
instances of it, because such quotations are unnecessary. 
The thing itself is admitted on all sides. 

But now the question comes up. What causes have pre- 
vented Protestantism from taking that spread, and exer- 
cising that influence over the human race, which should 
have distinguished a system, having, or claiming to have, 
the blessing and favor of God ? The causes are no doubt 
many ; but I think the primary cause, of which the others 
are consequences, is to be found in the very elements of 
Protestantism itself; — ^for I conceive that God has given 
to man but two general principles of guidance. One is 
divine authority, which, as being divine, is above him ; 
and the other is reason, which is in him. If it be said 
that we. Catholics, because we admit authority, do not 
exercise our reason, we have an answer which is obvious, 
and ought to be satisfactory ; — and it is this : If you 
ask our reason for submitting to authority, we answer, 
that, in the exercise of that faculty, we have arrived at 
the conclusion that God, having made a revelation, has 
appointed a Church, to be the depository and witness of 
his truth, and the guide to his people, to the end of the 
world. Now, if this be true, what can be more natural 
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or rational than to submit our reason to the teachings and 
guidance that God himself has appointed ? But on the 
other hand, the Protestant system, from the beginning, 
essentially casts off all authority. It is very difficult to 
say now, what were, if any, the philosophical motives for 
asserting this principle — whether asserted by accident; 
whether it was intended really to be a central and abiding 
point in the new system, it is difficult to say ; — but one 
thing is perfectly clear and obvious, — that the first exi- 
gency of condition in Protestantism was to pull down. 
Its first mission was not to build up, but to pull down ; and 
a more fruitful or efficient principle of encouragement for 
the destruction of whatever did exist, never could have 
been devised by the perverted and perverting ingenuity of 
man, than the principle which made every human being 
the supreme judge of what was right and true, — with the 
injunction to reject all authority. Hence, therefore, the 
first destructive principle of Pro testantism was a c ondition 
dTj^e cesaityj tfibug n its votaries see m never to have had 
thej ores jght fn rp>tprt nr pprp n yft that t hi n pri n riplr r nnl rF 
be Uirned agains t any thing else, and in a little time, even 
against itseltl JJu t navmg o nce proclaimed the principiel 
i t could not deny ttie co nsequencesT Hence, after the 
first ebul li uon ot tnat ppocipfl of half political, half reli - 
gious, r evolution, they b egan to draw ^thfi fffmhIanPA gf a 
rifipH^^MfniH ihrrnfifilvpfli g nd to throw some restraints 
Br the private reasoning of their own adherent a. This 
attem ptat reairaint is tKeg thegxlf^yn^nt ^f Prntrntantifim^ 
> and fro m that period, until the present day, supposing it 
to be thus constituted, it is manifest that it n p.vfir ^^rm^Hj 
under such pri nciples, either jr^g^TYf ^^ prnpngntA itpf^lf 
AmL ji^iv f Because these two princip l es came in con - 
tradiction one with the other. How can you make me 
firee to rernl the Holy Scriptures and judge for myself, if 

you tie me down to your Augsburg Confession, your 

2 
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18 THE DECLINE OF PB0TESTAKTI8M. 

Westminster Catechism, or your Thirty-Nine Articles 
and Homilies ? What kind of frieedom is that ? The free- 
dom you proclaimed invited me to desert the Catholic 
faith, in order, as it would now seem, to put my neck into 
the yoke you have framed. You give with one hand, and 
take away with the other that which you had given. Now, 
therefore, I must be consistent with you. Whatever sys- 
tems or confessions ytm have made, God is invariable ; and, 
following out His light and yours, I see you are in con- 
tradiction with yourselves, and cannot continue to have 
any active existence. Either reject authority, and make 
every man free to follow his own judgment, or admit au- 
thority 5 and if you admit authority, then you recall your 
own principle ! Be candid, then, and do not deceive us 
with words. If you mean that we are to shape our belief 
according to your articles, tell us so. If we have reason 
to think you are teaching from God, we will follow you ; 
but, as it is, you adopt a principle which is destructive of 
every doctrine of your own system, and which, at the same 
time, deprives you of the right of correcting, and calling 
back, those who wander from your arbitrary standard of 
Christian belief. Hence it is, that all those persons who 
go in the direction of rationalism, go on the first principle 
of Protestantism ; and all those who accept authority and 
find it not in the system of Protestantism, and discover 
there no guarantee of a certain faith, one. after another 
come back to the fiiith of their ancestors. This principle 
has followed Protestantism into every department of its 
quasi religious Ufe. It is like the blood in the human system. 
It springs from the heart of Protestantism, and pervades 
the whole extremities. Hence the number of sects. No 
man can enumerate their shades and varieties. It would 
be vain to attempt it. But all of them are justified in their 
character, by the very first principle of separation from 
the association to which the primitive founders had be- 
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longed. Hence it is^ too, that Protestantism has lost all 
organic influence over the masses of mankind, and that 
it has so lost all capacity to preserve even its own doc- 
trines, that it is paralyzed, powerless, speechless ; or if it 
speaks, its words are of no import. It has lost all central 
force ; and because it was conscious of this defect from 
the beginning, you will observe that it immediately attach- 
ed itself, in every instance, to the State, so that kings and 
courts became its master from the hour of its birth. It 
is free, and professes to be free, only in these United States ; 
and of the use which it makes of its freedom, even here, 
none of its advocates have any great reason to be proud. 
It is said that it has emancipated nations. This is 
not the fact, but even if it were so, it was at the expense 
of Us own liberty, seeing that itself became a state-slave 
from the first hour of its existence. Protestantism at 
this day, wherever it is established in the Old World, is 
but a part of the state. You may speak of its Consisto- 
ries, Presbyteries, and Synods 5 of its Bishops, Ministers, 
and Dignitaries, but you will find them without a tongue 
to defend their own rights, or to define its doctrines, ex- 
cept the tongue which the sovereign or his civil minister 
puts into their mouths. In England itself, the country 
which has succeeded the best with Protestantism, have 
we not seen, but the other day, a dispute arising between 
a Presbyter and his Bishop about the nature and efficacy 
of the sacrament of baptism ? — a topic which has been 
decided by the voice of universal Christendom for eight- 
een hundred years ! In this dispute the Bishop had no 
authority or right of judgment over the Presbyter. On 
the contrary, he was opposed by the Archbishop ; and 
there were the Presbyter, Bishop, and Archbishop, all 
learned professors of Protestant theology, and they could 
not define the doctrine of their church with regard to 
baptism, until it was made known to them by a civil offi- 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



20 THE DECLINB OF PBOTESTIlNTIBM. 

cer, a judge on the bench ; and to his opinion they were 
obliged to submit. Yet these Presbyters, Bishops, and 
Archbishops speak to us of setting, or having set, nations 
free ; they speak to us of the freedom of countries where 
the religion, of which they are ministers, is adopted and 
patronized by the sovereign and by the state ! No 
doubt But the connection between the church and the 
state rules as I take it, that the church in such countries 
is a mere function or department of the government, in 
which the sovereign speaks to the Bishop, or the Judge 
on the bench to the Presbyter or the metropolitan, as he 
does to the admirals of the navy, or the officers of the 
army. 

How then can Protestantism succeed in preserving 
itself, or in converting the erring world ? And again, to 
speak of the catises of its want of success in preserving 
its own doctrines or in converting nations ; — how has it 
been or how is it now possible for Protestantism to suc- 
ceed? Its missionaries, for instance, carry with them 
double elements, the positive and the negative — ^viz., 
" Such and such doctrines to be accepted, and such and 
such others to be cast aside." Indeed, they often cast 
away all creeds as known to other* men, and have no 
creed of their own except as they read and choose to in- 
terpret the Scriptures. We hear of companies of mis- 
sionaries going to convert heathen nations, and of their 
holding consultations from day to day on board ship, to 
agree, in some manner, as to what kind of doctrines they 
shall preach and present to the heathen. We have an 
instance of one of their distinguished members who left 
this country, as a missionary, who himself became con- 
verted on the voyage, and was baptized into a new sect 
on reaching the Pagan land. What has been the conse- 
quence of all this wavering, instability, and uncertainty ? 
It has been the same as that which has produced the di- 
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visions, and weakened any power that ever existed in the 
Protestant system of religion. It is natural, and to be 
expected, that the heathen will say to such men — " How 
can we hearken to the voice of missionaries who come to 
us conflicting with each other in doctrine ? They should 
not come to us with contrary or mutilated messages from 
the Son of God. We shall remain as we are, till your 
learned missionaries agree among yourselves." They 
have also still farther confounded the simple judgment of 
the Pagan. By the fact of being Protestants, they must 
necessarily commence the history of their religion, by 
saying that Christ established a church for the purpose 
of propagating His doctrine, but that after fifteen hun- 
dred years it had failed, and they had come to renew it. 
How can the savage inwardly digest a story Uke that ? 
How quickly will he, with the perception of natural in- 
stinct, not to say talent, reply, " How can I know what 
confidence to put in you, if the Author of Christianity 
Himself failed in His church ?" 

Thus, on every side, that inherent defect, that one 
principle which is self-destruction, has followed Protest- 
antism in every one of its undertakings ; — so that, at the 
present day, it does not in reality hold together as a sys- 
tem of doctrines. There is no heart in it, no intellect, no 
comprehensive or comprehensible body of principles, by 
which men could be brought into religious and harmoni- 
ous association one with another. 

Protestantism, however, still numbers perhaps fifty 
millions of men, an immense aggregate, it is true ; and 
among them may be found many of the most enlightened 
and best educated minds, that the world can this day boast 
of. Yet, owing to the unhappy auspices of the first prin- 
ciple of Protestantism, if God would make known what is 
the specific creed of each individual of these fifty millions, 
it is probable that not ten out of the whole number could 
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be found to agree, on all points, in substance and detail, 
in the principles and doctrines of Christian Revelation. 
On the other hand, the Catholic Church numbers two 
hundred millions, scattered all over the globe, from the 
rising to the setting of the sun ; and I run no risk in stat- 
ing that, out of these two hundred millions there could not 
be found ten, in whose inmost souls there exists the slight- 
est deviation from the actual, and of course original doc- 
trines of the Church,- in regard to the Revelations of the 
Son of God. 

We have thus taken a hasty glance at the decline of 
Protestantism, and obtained a conception of some of its 
causes. There are many other causes to which time will 
not permit me to refer. Among them I look upon the 
civilly shackled condition of Protestantism in every land, 
as by no means insignificant. 

In every country it is used as a state engine by the 
■government ; and here, where it is not so used, you can 
iperceive the excesses and fanaticisms into which it runs. 
jrLook at the Northeastern part of this country, perhaps 
^the most enlightened portion of it, the land which was first 
occupied by the stern Puritans. What is it now ? A land 
of Socinians — a land of infidelity. The very pulpits, built 
for the purpose of preaching the doctrines of the Trinity, 
for instance, without any professed change from Protests 
autism, have been turned into places for preaching against 
the divinity of the Son of God ! You have there the denial 
of the great truths which I have enumerated. You have 
even women, reared under the sweet influences of what 
should have been a Christian home, assembling now in 
"Congresses" and clamoring for "woman's rights ;'' 
* claiming to be Christians, but forgetting their true dignity, 
as belonging to a sex rendered for ever glorious by the Vir- 
gin mother of the Incarnate God. Their Redeemer secured 
their privileges, which they overlook, and now under Pro- 
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testantism they are contending for "woman's rights,'' 
measured by a base human standard. They will not ob- i 
tain them. 

You have your Father Millers also, who turned vota- 
ries of private interpretation, crazy with the idea that the 
last day has come, or was to have come four years ago. 
And who can stop him ? Who among Protestants has 
the authority to say to him, " Unhappy man, you are 
not a Protestant if you say so, and you must cease ?" He 
takes his Bible, and demonstrates from Daniel and the 
Apocalypse, that the world was to be consumed and 
brought to an end in the year 1846. Otherwise the Bibles 
were to be thrown in the fire as deceitful and fallacious. 

So too with your Joe Smith and the Mormons ; and 
where is there any thing in Protestantism to prevent such 
impostors from sweeping away thousands of souls which 
Protestantism had undertaken to guide in the path to 
Heaven ? The adherents of Protestantism, no doubt, 
preach from the pulpit obedience to the decisions of their 
ecclesiastical bodies, but of what authority are they? 
None at all. All is gone ; the life is gone, the soul is 
gone, and the principle is gone, if there ever was any 
principle, except that which was calculated to produce 
endless divisions and contradictions among the advocates 
of Protestantism, and against those to whom God has 
been pleased to bequeath, as a legacy of mercy and in- 
finite love, one united system of divine Revelation. 

During all this time to which I have referred, and in 
which the Catholic Church saw those several nations torn 
from her communion, as so many bright stars swept from 
the celestial firmament, she was not idle. She was mak- 
ing inroads upon the Protestant dominions, and convert- 
ing their best men. But she did not stop there ; — she 
sent forth her missionaries to replenish and recruit from 
Pagan lands those who should compensate for the havoc 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



24 THE DEGUNE OF PBOTESTAiniSM. 

which Protestantism had made in her spiritual dominions. 
She brought South America and all its Indian tribes into 
communion with herself; and they have been preserved 
to her, and thereby placed in the path of continuous and 
progressive improvement She sent her missionaries into 
China, and planted there the nucleus of what may one 
day turn out to be a beautiful and glorious portion of the 
Church of God. She sent them to Paraguay — not of your 
delicate stamp, not that class whose only object abroad 
appears to be to distribute tracts, and count even the 
number of their pages for the newspaper, even to the ex- 
tent of millions ; — ^but her missionaries seemed to be 
animated by the hfe and soul of truth, and an ardent love 
of the Church. 

How strangely, and yet how instructively, has God 
manifested the distinction between truth and error ?-^for 
while Protestantism has converted none, — CathoKcismrbaB 
converted all ! How beautiful, too, are some of the pas- 
sages in the lives of many of the Catholic missionaries 
during the very period in which Protestantism was mak- 
ing its ravages in Europe. Who can imagine, for in- 
stance, a scene more touching than that exhibited on the 
tranquil rivers of Paraguay — when the Jesuit missionaries 
finding the Indians shy, suspicious, and averse to personal 
intercourse, or any conversation with them, resorted to 
their canoes, and preached to the hearts of the savages, 
by chanting some of those beautiful and touching hymns 
which the Church has consecrated to the praise of God, 
or the sweet anthems composed in honor of the Mother 
of our Holy Redeemer. The Indians could not resist 
the influence of the harmony of these beautiful strains ; 
they kept pace on the beach with the movements of 
the canoe ; forgetting gradually their first diflidence and 
timidity, they were attracted to the presence and conver- 
sation of the missionaries. On one other occasion, in like 
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manner, when one of two missionaries who had been se- 
parated from his only companion of the forest, returned 
to the place where he had left his brother, he found his 
body pierced with arrows. He had died a martyr to his 
faith; and when he saw that he was dying, he had opened 
his Breviary at the " Prayers for the departing *^ and his 
surviving companion seeing all this, instead of flying for 
safety, intoned on the desolate rock, over the martyr's 
body, the " Te Deum Laudamus ;" — because from that 
moment he began to conceive stronger hopes that God 
would impart a blessing to that unhappy people, though 
they had shed the blood of their first missionary. He had 
sent them ; and in His hands one could be as powerful as 
both. Where has Protestantism produced any thing like 
this ? Where have its missionaries exhibited any of those 
extraordinary manifestations of devoted faith and self- 
sacrifice, as well as divine approbation, which have dis- 
tinguished the missionaries of the Catholic Church 
throughout all time ? Nothing of the kind can be found. 
Protestantism acquired all it ever possessed in fifty years, 
in the heart of Christianity, amidst war and civil strife, 
and after that it became as if stricken with sterility. It 
could neither preserve itself nor its doctrines ; and whether 
we number those who have unhappily gone farther from 
the truth, in following out its principles, or whether we 
count the multitudes disposed to return to Catholicism, 
there can be no hesitation .in coming to the conclusion 
that Protestantism has declined, is declining, and is des- 
tined to decline ; and probably before the end of a cen- 
tury from this day, there will remain of it throughout the 
civilized world but a spectacle of the wreck of what had 
been Protestantism. This is the probability ; and it is 
on this account that the Church has never for a moment 
ceased to understand her mission and her purpose in re- 
gard to the errors of its advocates, as well as those of 
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mankind in general. Protestantism pretends to have dis- 
covered great secrets. Protestantism startles our eastern 
borders occasionally on the intention of the Pope with 
regard to the valley of the Mississippi, and dreams that 
it has made a wonderful discovery. Not at all. Every 
ody should know it. Every body should know that we 
ave for our mission to convert the world, — ^including 
e inhabitants of the United States, — the people of 
he cities, and the people of the country, the officers 
f the navy and the marines, commanders of the 
army, the Legislatures, the Senate, the Cabinet, the 
President, and all ! We have received from God what 
Protestantism never received — ^viz., not only a commission 
b ut a command to go ^d t^Tirh t^ll na tio ns . There is no 
secret about this. The object we hope to accomplish in 
time, is to convert all Pagan nations, and all Protestant 
nations, even England with her proud ParUament and im- 
perial sovereign. There is no secrecy in all this. It is 
the commission of God to his church, and not a human 
project God who, in his own inscrutable providence, 
permitted this great melancholy schism to take place, 
knows the time, the m^ans, and the circumstances under 
which the return of many souls to unity, shall be accom- 
plished. In the mean time, look over the list of great 
minds who have already reUnquished high honors, and rank, 
and station, in the Church of England, and sought ad- 
mission to the one true Church. Who, without a feeling 
of pride, can pronounce the name of the meek Spencer, 
who was willing to be despised and abject for Christ's sake, 
— who goes abroad among the poor, preaching to them, 
ministering to their wants, and asking them to offer up 
continual prayers for the conversion of his loved but er- 
ring Edgland ? Who can think of Newman, with all the 
strength of his mighty intellect, and all the sweet and ten- 
der affections of his pure soul, infused into every page of 
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his writings, coming back and endeavoring as far as pos- 
sible to repair on the side of truth the unintentional inju- 
ry which he and his associates had done to the Church 
of Christ. • Who can tell among ourselves the number of 
Protestants, and many of them ministers, who have al- 
ready come, or are preparing to come back to Catholic 
unity. Now I can say for myself, that I have had much 
pleasant and fondly cherished intercourse with Protest- 
ants, and in all my life I never conversed with one who 
was entirely satisfied with his religion. I do not say, 
however, that, on this account, they were, as yet, ready 
to become Catholics. But on the other hand, those illus- 
trious converts, who have been liberated from the ambi- 
guities of Protestantism, those noble auxiliaries, who have 
been brought up, as it were, in the camp of the enemy, such 
as Spencer, Newman, and others, from the moment they 
became CathoHcs found a fulness of measure equal to 
the desires of their souls — a provision of Heavenly things 
in the Church of God, suited and equal to the aptitudes 
and capacities of ransomed and regenerated humanity. 

Why then should we not unite in prayer, that God 
will reconduct to the fold of Christ those upright, but as 
yet unhappily wandering brethren, who are wasting their 
strength, their lives, on the fields of Protestantism ? 
Why not unite in prayer, that God will bring them all 
back into the sweet communion of the one true church ? 
We should pray for it. We must look for it. If it had 
not been for these awful errors of Protestantism, if all 
the nations had remained in the communion of the 
Church of God, it would seem that Christianity, by this 
time, would have absorbed all the nations of the earth. 
If the resources and labors of those several states of 
Protestantism mentioned in this lecture, had been united 
and directed to one common purpose, it seems to me 
that, under the ordinary blessing of God, Paganism, Ma- 
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hometanism, and every species of darkness, would have 
vanished before the approach of the heralds of the Cross. 
Oh, why should we not pray that the day may be near 
when the missionary from London may meet the mission- 
ary from Rome, in the propagation of one and the same 
doctrine, teaching the subjects of heathenism, bringing 
all nations into one church, and impressing upon them 
the belief in one Lord, one Faith, and one Baptism. 
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EDWARD DUNIGAN & BROTHER'S PUBLICATIONS. 



THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD ; a Lecture, delivered at 
the Chinese Museum, Philadelphia, January 31, 1850, for the 
of benefit the St. lohn's Orphan Asylum, by the Rx. Rev. John 
Hughes, D. D., Bishop of New- York 6J 

In this Lecture the Right Rev. Author takes a rapid but comprehen- 
sive view of the recent political agitations in Europe, and their results ; 
and in this connection discusses very fully the right of Revolution, or the 
right of a people to change their government at will. 

The London Rambler says : " A vigorously sketched outline of the relationships oT 
the social and spiritual communities, showing the origin and rights of each, and e]q>oand* 
ing the Catholic Doctrine on the subject of Revolution." 



CHRISTIANITY, the only Source of Moral, Social, and Political 
Regeneration. A sermon preached in the Hall of the House of 
Representatives of the United States, on Sunday, December 12th, 
1847. By the Right Rev. John Hughes, D. D. - - - 6^ 

It is not too much to say, that no similar discourse has in our time pro* 
duced a more marked impression on the public mind than this of the R4» 
Rev. BiBhop Hughes. Its great subject is treated with a force of argument 
and language, a scope of view, and a completeness rarely equalled. No 
where are the regenerating and sanctifying influences of Christianity upon 
the moral, social, and political world, developed and vindicated with suob 
dignity and power. 

KIRWAN UNMASKED. A review of Kirwan, m Six Letters, 
addressed to the Rev. Nicholas Murray, D. D., of Elizabethtown. 
By the Rt. Rev. John Hughes, D. D., Bishop of New- York. dj 

A LECTURE ON THE ANTECEDENT CAUSES OF THE 
IRISH FAMINE IN 1847, delivered under the auspices of the 
General Committee for the Relief of the Suffering Poor of Ire- 
land, by the^ Rt. Rev. John Hughes, D. D., Bishop of New- 
York, at the Broadway Tabernacle, March 20th, 1847. - OJ 
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BERG'S ANSWER TO THE LECTURE OF ARCHBISHOP HUGHES, 
ON THE DECLINE OF PROTESTANTISM. 



LECTURE; 

DELIVERED IN THE l^SICAL FUND HAIL, 



ON TUESDAY EVENING, NOVEMBER 26, 1850, 



IN ANSWER TO ARCHBISHOP^ HUGHES ON THE DECLINE Q|? 
PROTESTANTISM, 



BY THE REV. JOSEPH F. BERG, D.Dm 

PASTOR OF THE GERMAN REFORMED CHURCljIj RACE ST. 



tlct)i3c^, u)itl) tl)c abbitional Notts, bg tl)e :^utl)ot. 



PHILADELPHIA: 
PUBLISHED BY C. COLLINS, JR., S. SHERRERD AND A. DUMONT. 

1850. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 



FHlLADELfUIA, Nov, 18, 1850. 

Rev. J, F. Barg^ D. D.-^pear £ftr:— Believing that the public mind ought to be disabused o^ 
the erroneous in^^e^i^ivi wUch. the lecent lecture of Bishop Hughes, of New York, is adapted 
to convey in relation to the alleged ** Decline of Protestantism," and knowing t^jji your reading 
has made you fanuliar with this whde subject, we would respectfully si^ggest the propriety of your 
giving a public lectiire on this subject, at the Chinese Muwumi (V somp other suitable pli|ce, and 
hereby reepectfully ie<^ue8| yov^ to take tl^f; subject into oonsideratioiv 

(Signed,)— Rey* Messrs. J. Lansing Burrows, David Malin, John B. Dales, John Chaoobers, 
J. T. Ward, A. A. WiUits, Ezra Stiles Ely, D.D., John Mc Dowell, D.D. , Chailes D. Cooper, D.D., 
John B. Hagany, J. H. Kennard \ Peter A. B^vme, Esq.^ Thomas Wattson, A. J. Dumont,Wilfin^ 
Hall, Samuel Ashmead, Aaron A. Burtis, C. Cqjlinf, Jr^ S, Sherrerd, and others. 



To Rev. J, Lansing Burrows, Rev. Dib. Mc Dowell and Ely, and other clergym0n, and Meipa. 
f . A. Browne, Thomaii Wattson, and others : 

Respected Friends,'~So soon as the requisite arran^eq^pi^ts can be made by the cQpimittee of 
gentlemen who have interested themselves in the npjatter to which your x^fifie of tl^ ^8th mst relates^ 
it will aflR>id me pleasure to avail myself of the opportunity to show cause why those who are not 
ashamed of their Protestant profession, may reasonably demur to the strange assumptions of the 
geoitlemanwho styles himself <" The Most Uev. John Hughes, D.D,, Archbishop of New Yatk,'* 
Meanwhile, with due appreciation of your kindnew,— I am yours truly, 

PkUada.^ 2l#( Nav^ 1850. J. F. BBRG. 
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RET. JOSEPH F. BERG, D.D., 

nr AN8WEB TO THB LEOTaRE OF ABOHBISHOP HUOHDS ON THB DEOLIVE 
OF FROTESTANnSM. 



I AM not ashamed of the Protestant name ! I hold it to be associated 
with all that gives character to the most liberal and enlightened nations 
on the globe. I am not ashamed of the Protestant faith. It is not the 
Tague, unmeaning thing which its enemies would make it It is some- 
thing positive. In proof of this we point to the two most powerful 
Christian nations on earth ! The kingdom of Great Britain^ and the 
Republic of the United States of North America are Protestant, and 
they owe their greatness to this very cause. We claim, as due to 
Protestantism, the most brilliant achievements and embellishments of 
literature, and the most profound investigations and discoveries of 
science, and we declare openly that neither literature nor science can 
flourish in any land that is bereft of the fostering care of Protestant 
culture. We bold Protestantism to be essential moreover to the very 
existence of sound Christianity. — No form of religious faith or worship, 
which distinctly discards the Protestant element from creed or cultus, 
whilst it holds on to the Christian name, ever has been, ever can be, 
aught else than a caricature of the religion of Jesus Christ. Protest- 
antism is as essential to civil liberty and to religious freedom, as the 
air we breathe to the maintenance of life. You can have no just 
government, no equitable laws, protecting the sacred rights of person 
and property, securing to all honest and moral men liberty to worship 
God as conscience bids them, without Protestantism. If the principles 
which belong to the great charter of human rights are losing favour 
with the masses of mankind; if the people of any nation under heaven 
are weary of the enjoyment of that liberty which secures to every man 
the largest amount of personal comfort, wealth and happiness, com- 
patible with the equal right of his neighbour to the same; if the 
inhabitants of any civilized country are longing for the chains of 
despotic authority, or reaching forth their hands that they may be 
manacled, or bowing their necks in voluntary servitude to the yoke of 
2 
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tyranny — then I will admit " Protestantism is declining;" but, if 
throughout the wide earth, wherever men have heard of Jesus Christ, 
and seen the light of heaven beaming from the Sacred Scriptures, there 
is a struggling against the old fetters of feudal tyranny — a loud and 
earnest remonstrance against the extortions and exactions of an esta- 
blished hierarchy — if there is a heaving of the down-trodden millions, 
who may not enjoy the rich bequest of heaven, because the heel of 
oppression tramples upon and crushes them — then, in all these symp- 
toms of resistance to perfidy and despotism, you have tokens of the 
animating power of Protestantism — a vitality which never can be 
exhausted or destroyed, for it is imperishable as its Divine Author. 

I am here this evening to respond to an invitation addressed to me 
in the name of some of the most excellent and venerable men in this 
community, both ministers of Christ and private Christians ; and whilst 
I can say, with all sincerity, that I would most heartily have put my 
name to a similar application, had it been addressed to another, I deem 
it a high honour to be your servant on this occasion, and I thank them 
for the privilege. A man of Gath has come forth to seoflfat the tribcB 
of our Protestant Israel. He comes not, it is true, like him of old, 
with a helmet of brass upon his head — and verily he does not need it — 
but equipped with the mitre of an Archbishop, and redolent of conse- 
crating oil, if not of the odour of sanctity. The tones of his voice 
sound like the echo of the ancient champion of Philistia, who shouted, 
*^ I defy the armies of Israel this da}'!" In reliance upon the promise 
of Him who has declared that the weakest in that day shall be as David, 
I hope I shall be enabled to deal with this Goliath, argumentatively,a9 
the stripling of old dealt with his prototype; and I deem it altogether 
in accordance with the usages of honourable warfare, that he should 
lose his head by the edge of his own sword : in other words, to drop 
the metaphor, his lecture shall be the instrument of his rebuke. 
This lecture is entitled ** The decline of Protestantism, and its cause.'* 
It purports to have been delivered in St. Patrick's Cathedral, on Sunday 
evening, Nov. 10th, 1850, by the Most Reverend John Hughes, D. D., 
Archbishop of New York. 

Archbishop Hughes proclaims that Protestantism is declining, and 
that he finds the strongest authorities for this opinion among Protest- 
ants themselves, '^ who acknowledge, while they deplore and aim to 
arrest," this downward tendency. First, let us settle what we mean 
by Protestantism. Bishop Hughes is at a loss for a definition that will 
answer " the purposes of logical or theological accuracy," though, in 
its popular sense, he owns the term is clearly understood. This diffi- 
culty arises, in his mind, from the great diversity of the phases of 
Protestantism; there are so many Protestant sects, that a scientific man 
is puzzled to know what this thing you call Protestantism is. I pro- 
pose to answer this question, first, by asking another. What is Light ? 
Suppose this inquiry to be made by an unfortunate man, who has lived 
all his life, like one possessed, among the tombs, or who has, by a 
strange perversion of reason, or by the stress of circumstances and 
early prejudices, deliberately chosen a subterranean habitation. He is 
suddenly brought out into the sunshine, and dazzled and blinded by 
the subtile agent which brings tears into his eyes; he asks, with peevish 
impatience, " What is this thing you call light?" He sees it, or 
blinks at it, as its rays fall upon the prism which hangs before his 
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bleared eye-balls, and he cries out; with indignant amazement. What a 
confusion of colours! What a worse than confounded and confounding 
blending of tints and hues! Here this thing you call light, looks 
blue — and here it is azure — and there it kindles into purple — now it 
glows in crimson, and then it is yellow, and anon it is green as the 
grass in the Emerald Isle! What is this thing you call Light? 
Away with the nondescript ! Give me my subterranean shade! Now, 
what is Protestantism ? it is the light of God's truth ! The effulgence 
that kindles on the inner man, as the soul is baptized in the glow of 
revealed religion! It is the religion of the Bible! The form which 
it takes, or the hue which it assumes, depends upon the structure, and 
the position and the capacity, and the conditions of the mind that 
receives it. It strikes this man's conscience and heart, and he is a 
Methodist — warm, and red, and glowing; it falls upon another, and 
he is a Presbyterian — true, regular blue; it comes upon another like 
the light azure tint of water, and he is a Baptist; and so through all 
the Bright and ever-varying and all-glorious colours of the moral rain- 
bow, it produces variety without the sacrifice of real unity. It is God's 
bow in the clouds that hang lowering over our land, the beacon of the 
covenant, promising that the flood of Popery shall never again deluge 
the earth, or steep it in blood and sorrow! The blending of all the 
prismatic colours is seen in the bright, colourless light ; and the moral 
influence of all the varieties of evangelical Christianity is perceptible 
in the general intelligence, happiness, and piety — shedding peace, and 
contentment, and glory, upon the land — divesting Protestantism of 
all sectarian hue, by making hol}^ living the essence of the religion 
which it universally prescribes. These men who cannot tell what Pro- 
testantism is, are the same who love darkness rather than light — who 
hate the light, and will not come to it, lest their deeds be reproved ! 
The same who suppress and forbid the free circulation of the Scrip- 
tures, who burn the Bible, and curse and anathematize all who read it 
without their perversions and without their permission ! 

But " Protestantism began in the year 1517." Softly, most Reverend 
Sir! The name was given a little later than 1517, but the object 
designated by the name is as old as the canon of the New Testament, 
Old things have sometimes new names besto^yed on them, and hence 
Protestantism, though as ancient as the days of the Apostles Paul and 
John, obtained a generic name, though for a specific purpose. I will 
not yield this question of antiquity. I will not concede that the Pro- 
testant faith is an invention of yesterday, or only a little more than 
t hree hundred years old. The champion of the Papac}' asks, Where was 
your religion before Luther? I answer, it was in the Bible; in the 
same book in which your religion is also revealed, with this difference, 
that the system you uphold stands forth as a predicted apostacy, which 
the Lord abhors, and which he will destroy! This answer will not do, 
however. We are told, this religion of yours y this Protestantism^ 
must have had some adherents — now where were they ? Who were 
they before the days of " Brother Martin Luther?" 

To this I answer, the armies despatched by the Popes of Rome, or 
at their instigation, made war upon certain Christians dwelling in the 
valleys and amid the mountain fastnesses of Piedmont, centuries before 
the birth of Luther, because these Christians protested against the very 
doctrines and usages of the Papacy against which we protest — protested 
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against the Pope as the Anti-Christ — protested against the worship of 
images, and relics, and canonized saints — protested against purgatory 
and pilgrimages, and works of satisfaction and penance — protested 
'against the mass and auricular confession — and all the distinctive 
characteristics of the Papacy ! And because they were Protestants — 
because they bore this unwavering and consistent testimony against 
the abuses of Rome, from the very date of their publication; and, on 
the other hand, had contended for centuries before, with all earnestness, 
for the positive truths of the gospel, the legions of the kingdoms that 
lent their power to the Papacy poured in upon them, devastating their 
country, and slaying men, women, and children, without pity for the 
gray hairs of age, or the tender helplessness of infancy; and for cen- 
turies did this ruthless wrath bear down upon them, until scores of 
thousands and hundreds of thousands were slain; yet they were not 
exterminated; and to this very day, in the same fastnesses, the candle 
of the Lord is shining, and witnesses, lineal descendants of the Wal- 
densian Churches, still testify, amid poverty and scorn, with the ancient 
ardour of their forefathers, that the Pope is the Anti-Christ, and that 
his image worship, and saint worship, and man worship, are so much 
idolatry — that his purgatory, and penances, and masses, and auricular 
confession, are devices of Satan — a scandal to all good Christians, 
and an abomination before God !* Say you, " Protestantism began 
in the year 1517?'' Most Reverend Sir, you are a learned man, and 
5'ou know better. You have heard of one John Huss, who suffered 
martyrdom in 1415, more than a hundred years before Luther stood 
forth as a Reformer. He perished in the flames as a « ringleader of 
Heretics," because he preached the doctrines of the Waldenses, suffer- 
ing a cruel death, despite of the safe conduct of the Emperor Sigis- 
mund,that monarch yielding reluctant obedience to the decree of your 
CEcumenical Council of Constance, which proclaimed and settled in- 
fallibly, that NO FAITH IS TO BE KEPT WITH HERETICS ! A dognna 

* The rancorous cruelty of the Papacy, exhibited for centaries agaiost the Wal- 
denses, is not ^et extinct. Within the last few years, they have again been subjected 
to the most injurious attempts to force upon them laws infringing on the rishts of 
conscience, and designed gradually to extinguish the last remnant of apostolic pro- 
testantism in Piedmont. Apart from all this, however, the most abominable slanders 
have been circulated respecting the Waldenses, and though a thousand times refuted, 
they ars put forth with renewed audacity, whenever the defenders of papal tyranny 
are driven to the wall for some justification of the merciless persecutions inflicted on 
these indomitable Christians. They have been stigmatized as Manicheans. The 
accusation is not only false, but ridiculously untrue. The Waldensian confessions 
and homilies, which are still extant, will bear comparison with any evangelical sys- 
tem presented in the purest and most scriptural creeds extant. In proof of this see 
Perrin's History of the Waldenses, published by Griffith & Simon, Third Street, a 
work which should be in the library of every intelligent Protestant. Suppose, how- 
ever, for argument's sake, that these papal accusations were true. What then 1 Then 
we have the Roman Archbishops, Bishops and Priests, justifying the infliction of all 
these cruelties upon the Waldenses, because they were heretics^ Why, then, may 
they not inflict the same or similar cruelties upon Protestants now, seeing that we 
hold substantially the same doctrines as the Waldenses % Why? Simply because, 
when the Church has not the power, it is not expedient to assert the claim too boldly, 
as Peter Dens teaches! The Church of Rome expounds the passage in 1 Tim. iv., 
in which the Apostle Paul describes the marks of the apostacy, as relating to the 
Manicheans. If this be correct, these ancient heretics came very near being " good 
Catholics.'' at least in so far as regards the points enumerated by the Apostle, and 
had the Waldenses conformed so far to the discipline of papal Rome as to be even 
Maoicheans, the Hildebrands and Innocents would not have troubled them. 
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which Still darkens the pages of your statute book with its infamy, 
and which, on your own principles, you never can repeal! Time 
would fail to tell of Jerome of Prague, of Gerson, of the Bohemian 
Brethren, of Savanarola in Italy, of Wickli&e, and the Lollards in 
England, of the Culdees in Scotland, and a host of martyred '< Re- 
formers before the Reformation." Enough. Protestantism began 
before 1517. It began when an inspired Apostle protested against 
the apostacy which he describes in his first epistle to Timothy, when 
he says: ^* Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times, 
some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and 
doctrines of demons; {departed spirits^ canonized saints and the 
like;) speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their consciences seared with 
a hot iron ; forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from 
meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of 
them, which believe and know the truth" — marks of apostacy which 
are to be found in no other religious system, calling itself Christian, 
save in the creed of the Church of Rome. Protestantism began in 
the year 66 after Christ, not in 1517. The Apostle Paul was the first 
Protestant. Martin Luther came after him to sweep away the rubbish 
of Papal abuses, and rescue the truth, (that candle which the Church 
of Ronoe had put under a bushel,) from the delusion and fables and silly 
traditions of the great anti-Chbist. From that day to this, the 

freat question has been, Bible or no Bible! All the efibrts of the 
^apacy have been concentrated on the one grand enterprise of sup. 
pressing the knowledge of the gospel, revealed in the Sacred Scrip- 
tures! This brings us to the point in Bishop HughesMecture upon 
which he puts the greatest emphasis. It is this: " That within fifty 
years from its origin. Protestantism should have conquered and taken 
possession of every inch of ground of which it is in possession at this 
day, so that an old man of 1567 could see Protestantism triumphant 
in all the nations I have mentioned, and look back to the memory of 
boyhood when he knew brother Martin Luther, &c." Now, I ask, is 
this really true? Had Protestantism, in that day, possession of every 
inch of ground that it holds now? Are there not a few inches of Pro- 
testant ground on this great American Continent, which have since 
that day been added to its domain ? Ay, a territory equal to all that 
it ever won from Popery in its European strong holds! Has it not 
conquered a few inches more in every quarter of the globe, Europe, 
Asia, Africa and America, by the labours of its pious, learned and self- 
denying missionaries ? Why, Most Reverend Sir, have you just started 
from a long sleep? A sleep longer far than Rip Van Winkle's? Or, 
are you doting? Or, have your new mitre and crozier made you deli- 
rious? Or, what is the matter? Had the Archbishop been less mag- 
nificent in his assertions, had he contented himself with saying that 
Protestantism has not extended its geographical limits on the continent 
o/EuropCj I would have admitted the statement, for it is substantially 
correct ; but whilst I admit this fact, I shall take care to state the real 
causes which account for it. He says, " From Wirtemberg it spread 
throughout Northern Germany. It reached, in a different form, how- 
ever, the Cantons of Switzerland. It penetrated the empire of France. 
It took possession of Prussia. It pervaded Holland, Norway, Sweden, 
Denmark, England and Scotland. It conquered them all. «» « « 
The Irish nation stood together against it, aiul .struaigleil with constancy ,^ 
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perseverance and determination. And although the battle has lasted 
for three hundred years, and although that down-trodden nation has 
suffered intensely for its adhesion to principle," (read Popery instead 
of principle, and it will be nearer the truth,) "still it did not give way 
to Protestantism." Now, because the Protestant faith has not gained 
new territory in Europe, Archbishop Hughes thinks he may count 
with certainty upon its extinction in less than a century from the date 
of the publication of his recent lecture. He tells us, too, that it had 
peculiar advantages in England. It captured immense spoils from the 
Roman Church, which it superseded, and yet, though it still holds them, 
it has accomplished little or nothing, compared with its means. Let 
us be candid. Protestantism, we will acknowledge, has not done all that 
it ought, or all that it might have done. Why not? Let us own it; 
Christians have not exhibited as much faith, and as much self-denial 
as their high profession demands; but this is not the only cause. Turn 
your eyes first to England. Let no man say that Protestantism has 
failed there. No ! no ! the people of Great Britain, next to the citi- 
zens of our great Republic, are the most happy people on the face of 
the earth. The voice of that indignant nation, shouting in tones of 
mighty remonstrance against the stealthy and arrogant advances of the 
Papacy, is even now sounding over the broad Atlantic, and waking an 
echo in Protestant America ! But why has not Protestantism gained 
even a stronger position in Britain ? It obtained immense resources 
in the forfeited revenues of the Papacy ! Ay, and it took the curse 
that was upon that treasure, also ! God hates robbery for a burnt-offer- 
ing. How had it been amassed ? By the most unblushing frauds ! 
B}' extortion, the most heartless! By wringing from the hard hand 
of the honest labourer his slender earnings, in exchange for holy beads 
and Agnus Deis and holy water, and all the apparatus of monkish 
superstition! With importunity the most shameless, the mendicant 
priests of that Church, which avows its intention to convert the world, 
appealing now to the generosity, and then to the fears of its deluded 
votaries, crying give ! give ! ! give! ! ! Give ! or the soul of the de- 
parted whom you love cannot rise from its fiery bed in Purgatory ! 
Give ! or you cannot have our prayers or our masses! No pence, no 
paternoster! Give your money, or you perish ! — that Church, I say, 
has always been able to command resources for any exigency. It had 
them in abundance during the reign of Henry VIII., and it lost them 
when that proud monarch quarrelled with the Pope. The king took 
the plunder from him, and established a Church of his own.* As to 
religious principle, Henry VIII. had none ; but it was well for England 
and the world, that the man to whom he gave his confidence, the 
maligned Cranmer, revered and loved the Scriptures ; and a still 
greater blessing for England and for the cause of truth, from that age 
to the present day, was conferred by the short reign of that model of 

* The remark that Henry VIII. ** established a Church of his own,*' applies only 
to the ecclesiastica] constitution of the Church of England. The Church of Ens- 
land and the Protestant Episcopal Church in America are not what Henry VIII. made 
them, for Henry was a Protestant only in so far as he hated the Pope's interference with 
his prerogratives ; but they are what Cranmer and his successors and coadjutors made 
them, restoring from under the papal rubbish of centuries the ancient truths of the 
gospel; not properly establishing a new Church, but reviving Christianity, and 
abolishing papal idolatries, as the pious kings of Judah purged their worship from 
the abominations which had crept in during the Jewish apostacy. 
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Christian kings, the pious and devoted Edward VI. I am not an 
Episcopalian — I never expect to be one — but, from my heart I avow 
it^ I honour the Protestant Episcopal Church, not the Church of which 
Archbishop Laud is the type, but the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
as one of the noblest standard-bearers of the Reformation. The Church 
of England, with her noble army of martyr confessors — with her his- 
tory, embalming the fragrant memories of a thousand master spirits of 
theological science, with her strong " articles" of Protestant faith — has 
nothing to fear from the malice of open foes, nor from the treachery of 
false children, who, like vipers, sting the bosom that has fostered them. 
She is Protestant to her hearths core, and her past history is the guer- 
don that, by God's grace, she will be Protestant to the end of time. 
Let her be agitated. The agitation will only bring the scum to the 
surface, and if it overflows, the sooner the refuse is cast into the caul- 
dron of the Papacy, and left to bubble there, the better for her purity 
and her strength. But 1 wish to the Church of England what I desire 
for the Presbyterian Church of Scotland, and for the Evangelical Church 
of Prussia, for the Lutheran Church of Sweden, and for every branch 
of the Reformed Church throughout Europe, to all alike, a speedy 
divorce from all unnatural and unscriptural alliances with the State. 
This has been a canker-worm at the root of them all. The time has 
been when such a repudiation would have been neither prudent 
nor desirable; but it has gone by. God in his providence has per- 
mitted it, that his Church, the Protestant Church, in all her branches, 
might draw profit from the lessons of experience, and learn that the 
name of the God of Jacob is her best defence! This entanglement is 
like the weight of Saul's armour upon the limbs of David. She can 
walk better, and work belter, and fight better without it. The simple 
sling of gospel truth in the heaven-directed hand of the shepherd boy 
— the type of the Christian pastor — and the smooth stones gathered 
from the bed of the river of life, are all the offensive weapons that we 
need to send the missive of death crashing through the brazen helmet 
into the very brain of Anti-Christ There is a moral union of Church 
and State resulting from the predominance of the popular or national 
religion — framing the laws, moulding the institutions of every country, 
and diffusing its influence like leaven through all the ramifications of 
society; and this is the only legitimate union ; this is all that Protest- 
antism requires, and it should seek no other. But there is another 
cause of the so-called decline of Protestantism, and would to God this 
cause had never existed. I will select one country out of the states 
mentioned by Archbishop Hughes, as an example, with the simple 
remark, that the principle applies to every European country, in which 
there has been any retrogression of Protestantism within the last two 
hundred and fifty years or more, and to some, also, in which the reli- 
gion of the Bible has steadfastly maintained its position, despite of all 
adverse influence. "^ 

He says, " Go to France * * Travellers tell us that the temples 
there represent but a mockery of a memory of a departed creed; that 
they are chill and dark, &c.!" Say, ye slaughtered Hugonots! Who 
quenched the fire that once burned upon your altars? Who made your 
temples "chill?" Who drove your myriads of devout worshippers 
from their loved sanctuaries, and made them "dark?" Oh! Arch- 
bishop Hughes! how dare you point to France ? Have you never 
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heard of the night of St Bartholomewy in the year 1572 ? Did you 
not know that there are descendants of Hugonots in America, to renaind 
you of it ? Yes, he knevir it well ; but he speaks with the sheer reck- 
lessness of arrogance ! He points to France, whose population was 
formerly almost equally divided between the Roman Catholic and the 
Protestant elements, and tells you those Protestant temples << are chill 
and dark !" Think of thousands upon thousands of Protestants mas- 
sacred in Paris alone! Roused from their slumbers by the tolling of 
the tocsin, they are met in the streets by armed assassins, wearing the 
symbol of a white cross in their hats; unarmed and defenceless, 
suspecting no evil, they are lured like sheep to the shambles, and mur- 
dered by Popish ruffians. The tragedy was repeated in other cities, 
until France was dripping with Protestant blood. And when at last 
worn out by the perfidy and ruthless cruelty of their oppressors, who 
violated the most sacred treaties, robbing them of their dearest rights, 
so soon as their armies were disbanded, and their sword laid by in the 
scabbard ; when at last, after surrendering advantages gained in the 
open field, and time and again bowing in loyal submission to their 
king, and again and again seeing the most solemn stipulations violated, 
as though oaths and covenants were ordained to be broken ; after wars 
carried on through successive generations, until they were reduced to 
a mere remnant, Louis set about the work of converting them to the 
Church of Rome. And who were the missionaries? His brutal sol- 
diery. He termed these expeditions ^ dragonades/' The poor Hugo- 
not had his choice between conformity to the creed and worship of 
Rome, or the prison and the gibbet. By these means, Louis boasted 
that he could succeed to admiration in taming the refractory. Thou- 
sands left their country, seeking an asylum in Holland, in the Palati- 
nate, in England. I admit. Archbishop Hughes never said a word in 
all his life more strictly true, than when he told the wonder-stricken 
crowd, in St. Patrick's Cathedral, that Protestantism had declined in 
France! Now, in the brazen assurance with which he glories in its 
decline, he is entirely consistent Is he not a son of an infallible 
church? Is he not a most Reverend Archbishop? And did not the 
Pope of Rome order a solemn Te Deum and a grand pontifical Mass 
in honour of the Bartholomew massacre, when the tidings came to the 
^< Eternal city ?'' Is not the medal still extant, which was cast in the 
Papal mint, bearing the bloody imprint, ^< Hugonotorum Strages," the 
Slaughter of the Hugonots f Rejoice, Archbishop! If you can find 
pleasure in the thought that Protestantism has declined in France, 
rejoice ! But know thou, that for all these things, God will bring the 
accursed Papacy to judgment!* This is a type of all the rest. In the 

* Th« mafisaore of St. Bartholomew is a mark of infamy upon the Church of Rome 
which she never can wipe oat. The actual number of victims slaughtered cao never 
be exactly ascertained. De Thou makes it 30,000, Capilupi says 25,000, Sully, 
70^000, PerefixO; a Roman Catholic and Archbishop of Paris, raises the number to 
nearly 100,000. It is due to Perefixe to say that he regarded the massacre with In- 
dignant abhorrence. Laval, a Roman Catholic author, noticing the estimate of De 
Thou, who computed the number of yictims in Paris alone at 10,000, says, with 
great simplicity; ^^ Really he cannot be credited in this; for since the waters of the 
Seine, Loire, Marne^ and Rhine, were actual^ turned into blood for several dava^ there 
must be certainly a greater quantity spilt than what can be aflforded by tho slaughter 
of 30,000 men, good part whereof were slain in places not lying upon the banks of 
those rivers." — Hist, of the Ref, in France^ Vol. Ui., Part 1, Bk. r., p. 487. 
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Netherlands, in England, in Ireland, in Spain, ay even in Italy, Pro- 
testantism deciintd; in some instances, it was quenched by the same 
infernal agencies. And now, I ask, is it any wonder ? Is not the 
marvel rather Chat it exists at all ? Is it not almost a miracle that, 
despite of all the horrible ordeals through which Protestantism has 
passed in successive ages, it still holds its own, and is as strong in 
Euro|>e, in the aggregate, this day, as it was fifty years after the Refor- 
mation ? If it were not of God, it would long since have come to 
naught; but, heaven-born as it is, it can never die; it may decline, but 
it tvill revive! It is like the bush that Moses beheld: it may burn, 
but it can never be consumed, for God is in it. 

Here I might pause, and safely challenge a successful reply to my 
answer; but there are other statements and aspersions in the Arch- 
bishop's Lecture, which provoke comment and rebuke. He taunts 
Protestant Missions with want of success. He gloriiies the success of 
similar operations when conducted under the auspices of the Church of 
Rome. Hear him ! " We know that within our own memory, millions 
and millions of money from England and these United States, and 
hundreds, if not thousands of Missionaries have been sacrificed in the 
attempt to do something towards propagating Protestantism in the 

In Smedley's History of the Reformed Religion in France, the following passage 
occurs, (Harper's edition,) vol. iii., p. 35 : — 

•^ When intelligence of the massacre was first announced at Rome, the Vatican 
gave loose to unbosnded joy. The Pope and Cardinals proceeded at once from the 
conclave in which the lung's (Charles IX.) despatches had been read, to offer thanks, 
before the altar, for the great blesMng which Heaven had vouchsafed to the Romish 
See and to all Christendom. Salvoes of artillery thundered, at nightfall, from the 
ramparts of St. Angelo; the streets were illuminated ; and no victory ever achieved 
by the arms of the Pontificate elicited more tokens of festivity. The Pope, also, 
resolved that an indestructible evidence of the perversion of moral feeling which 
fanaticism generates, should be transmitted to posterity, gave orders for the execution 
of a commemorative medal. He had already been anticipated in Paris ; and the 
effigies of Gregory XIII. and of Charles IX. may still be seen, in numismatic cabi- 
nets, connected with triumphant legends and symbolical devices, illustrative of the 
massacre.'' 

The same historian adds, ia a note, the following :-— 

** A vignette of the papal medal is given as a headpiece to the Epitome of the 49ih 
book of fie Thou, in the 3d volume of the London edition. The obverse bears the 
Pope's head ; the reverse an Angel, carrying a sword in his right hand, a crucifix in 
his left, employed in the slaughter of a group of both sexes." The annexed cut is 
taken from a copy of the impressions of this medal, presented in the Dublin Uni- 
versity Magazine, and may be relied on as correct. 
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Pagan world ; and I say it boldly, without success." In boldness, the 
Archbishop is not deficient, especially when he thunders in St. Patrick'a 
Cathedral. If his words were true as they are bold, they would indeed 
be terrible ; but they are not. At this very hour there are not less than 
one hundred thousand converts from Paganism, in connexion with the 
various departments of Evangelical Christianity, scattered among the 
heathen nations of the globe. [The lecturer here appealed to the Rev. 
David Malin, Secretary of the American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions, who stated that the number was tioo hundred and 
fifty thousand,'] And how many thousands more have passed, in 
humble hope of eternal life, to the presence of the Judge of all, after 
having cast their idols to the moles and bats, and washing their robes 
in the blood of the Lambj the ^reat day only can reveal.* But what 
is this, compared with the wonders which Catholicism has wrought ? 
Hear the Archbishop again. ^^ How strangely, and yet how instruct- 
ively, has God manifested the distinction between truth and error? 
For while Protestantism has converted none, Catholicism has converted 
all !" This is his language. It is highly figurative, brilliantly hyper- 
bolical! Jesuit Missionaries visited China many years ago; and who 
does not know that the Celestials, Emperor and all, are good Catholics, 
every one of them, and have been for many ages ! Charles V., in 
olden time, ordered the Moors to be driven in crowds to the rivers of 
Spain, and had them duly baptized ; and who does not know that the 
Moors are all good Catholics to the present hour! There is not a Turk, 
or a Turk's son, or a Mussulman in Asia and Africa, but has been con- 
verted; for " Catholicism has converted all !" Not an Indian in Ame- 
rica, Apache, Blackfoot, or Cherokee, but is a good son of the Church; 
for " Catholicism has converted all!" Oh! rare Catholicism! Oh! 
stupendous Archbishop! How the faithful in New York must have 
wondered when they thought of the eagle eye and the trumpet voice 
of the eloquent Dr. Tyng, and learned that he was converted, and that 
the learned de Witt and his venerable colleagues, and the whole Pro- 
testant pulpit of that great city, sparkling with intellect and genius, and 
all the inhabitants of New York, had been brought into the one fold ; 
and that even the fearless champion of Protestantism, Dr. Brownlee, 
had at last seen the error of his way, and was coming on his crutches, 
like old Captain Experience, in Bunyan's Holy War, to kiss the hand 
of their great Archbishop! I know he does not mean to claim such 
triumphs for the Catholicism which he extols. Then let him refrain 
from these extravagant expressions in future. Let him not say ** while 
Protestantism has converted none — Catholicism has converted all f 
But a truce to raillery. Catholicism may boast of its Pagan triumphs! 
Protestants covet no conversions such as she accomplishes! The 
claims of Protestant faith are not so easily satisfied. We do not sub- 
stitute one set of images for another, or baptize Pagan deities and give 

* The shameless interference with Protestant Missions, practised by the Church of 
Rome, within the last years, is deserving of remembrance in this connexion. It 
forms part of a system of tactics by which Protestant Missionaries have been dogrgred 
in all parts of the world, whenever a favourable opening seemed to present itself for 
the introduction of confusion and perplexity. The Sandwich Islands will at once 
occur to the mind of the reader. France has not yet answered for the outrage upon 
Tahiti; but God holds her in remembrance. The whole attack was manag^ by the 
Jesuits, who controlled the policy of Louis Philippe. Of the Jesuits, more in due 
season. 
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them Christian names! Papal Rome occupied the ancient Pantheon, 
and suffered the Pagan Deities to remain enshrined in their vast tem- 
ple. She was content to call the statue of Jupiter the image of St. Pe- 
ter, and to deck the image of Venus with jewels and garlands conse- 
crated to the Virgin Mary; and why need the worshippers resent the 
innovation?* Protestant Missionaries preach repentance toward God ! 

* This fact deserves the addition of a few statements in support of it. The 
very inscription over the portico of the Pantheon, at this very day confirms it. 
It reads: — "Pantheon, &c., Ab Agrippa, August! Genero, Impie Jovi. Caeterisq, 
Mendacibus Diis, A Bonifacio Illl., Pontifice, Deiparse et S. S. Christi Mar- 
tyribus, pie Dicatum," &c.;'' — which, being translated, means, *'The Pantheon, 
&c., impiously dedicated by Agrippa, the son in law of Augustus, to Jove and to 
the rest of the false gods, was piously dedicated by Pope Boniface IV. to the mo- 
ther of God, and the holy martyrs of Christ! " 

Conyers Middleton, in his book on "the conformity of Popery and Paganism," 
makes the following remarks, after mentioning the fact of this inscription: — 

" With this single alteration, it serves as exactly for all the purposes of the 
Popish, as it did for the Pagan worship for which it was built. For, as in the 
old temple, every one might find the god of his country, and address himself to- 
that deity, to whose religion he was most devoted, so it is the same thing now ;' 
every one chooses the patron whom he likes best; and one may see here, different 
services going on at the same time at different altars, with distinct congrega- 
tions around them, just as the inclinations of the people lead them, to the wor- 
ship of this or that particular Saint. And what better title can the new demi- 
gocis show to the adoration now paid to them, than the old ones, whose shrines 
they have usurped] Or how comes it to be less criminal to worship images 
erected by the rope, than those which Agrippa, or that which Nebuchadnezzar 
set up? ♦»###»#♦ 

"And as it is in the Pantheon, it is just the same in all the other heathen 
temples, that still remain in Rome ; they have only pulled down one idol to set 
up another; and changed rather the name, than the object of their worship. 
Thus, the little temple of Vesta, near the Tiber, mentioned by Horace, is now 
possessed by the Madonna of the Sun, that of Fortuna Virilis, by Mary the 
JBgyplian, that of Saturn by St. Adrian. &o., &c.*' 

The spirit of accommodation with which the church of Rome adapts her cere- 
monies and worship to the demands of Pagan superstition, is illustrated by ano- 
ther fact, cited by the same author. At the foot of Mount Palatin, in the way 
between the Forum and Circus Maximus, on the spot where Romulus, the 
founder of Rome was believed to have been suckled by the wolf, stands a little 
round temple, which, in the early history of Pagan Rome, was dedicated to him. 
The popular superstition of the old Romans at once invested the temple of Ro. 
mulus with extraordinary virtue, as specially propitious to the health of young 
children, so that it became a practice for nurses and mothers to present their 
sickly infants before his shrine, in the hope that, they would be benefited by it. 
Middleton, in allusion to this, says: 

"When this temple was converted afterwards into a church, lest any piece of 
superstition should be lost, or the people think themselves sufferers by the change, 
in losing the benefit of such a protection for their children, care was taken to 
find out in the place of the heathen god a Christian saint, who had been exposed, 
too, in his infancy, and found by chance, too, like Romulus, and for the same 
reason might be presumed to be as fond of children as their old deity had been, 
and thus the worship paid to Romulus, being now transferred to Theodorus, the 
old superstition still subsists, and the custom of presenting children at this shrine 
continues to this day, without intermission^ of which 1 myself have been a wit- 
ness, having seen as oft as I looked into this church, teti, or a dozen women, de- 
cently dressed, each with a child in her lap, sitting with silent reverence before 
the altar of the saint, in expectation of the miraculous influence on the health of 
the infant." ("See Popery and Paganism," in the Appendix to the Text Book of 
Poperv, published by Griffith & Simon.) Truly, "while Protestantism has con- 
verted none — Catholicism has converted dV^ — the very idols of Pagao Rome not 
excepted I 
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They denounce idolatry — either in praying to images or in praying 
before them! They preach faith in Jesus. They insist upon a change 
of heart. They demand a holy life. This is what we mean by conver- 
sion; and we admit, Catholicism makes more converts in her way y 
than Protestantism ever has done in its way. The Archbishop 
sneers at its success in the Sandwich Islands; but he forgets to remind 
us of the outrage upon Tahiti, where, a few years ago, French brandy 
and Popery were crowded on the poor natives at the cannon's mouth, 
and at the point of the bayonet. 

I pass to another point Archbishop Hughes commits the gross in- 
justice of charging upon Protestantism the infidelity and the fanaticism 
of all who are not Roman Catholics in civilized countries. He charges 
all the forms of error which spring from the perversion and abuse of 
the right of private judgment upon the principle itself; and yet he in- 
dignantly repels the suggestion that forms of infidelity have been de- 
veloped in the bosom of the Church of Rome. He says, the Catholic 
Church possesses " no charm to prevent a man bent on error from in- 
dulging his propensities.^' I answer, neither does Protestantism. He 
rejoins, the Protestant preacher may proclaim infidelity and be a 
Protestant stilly but the Catholic priest can never do so as a CathO' 
licJ*^ Yes, but this is a distinction very much like that made by the 
feudal Catholic Bishop in the good old times, who was both a temporal 
and spiritual prince, and who replied, when rebuked for his profanity, 
that he swore as a Baron and not as a Bishop. ^' But, my Lord," re- 
joined his reprover, " I fear should the Baron be damned, the Bishop 
will not be far off! " I can see no advantage in this distinction be- 
tween teaching infidelity as a man and teaching it as a Catholic, unless 
it be this, that he is compelled to keep up an appearance of conformity, 
but what is this worth if it be not real? The sins of infidelity and ra- 
tionalism are not legitimate results of the Protestant principle. They 
are abuses which Protestantism condemns, and which it never has ori- 
ginated. 

But there are "your Joe Smith and the Mormons!" Our Joe 
Smith? Why, Joe is cut off by the wevy terms of our rule — " the Bi- 
ble, and the Bible only is the religion of Protestants! " He has new 
revelations and lots of traditions, almost as interesting as the stories in 
Butler's Lives of the Saints. We cannot fellowship the Mormons!* 

"You have your Father Millers, also!" True, there was a Father 
Miller some time ago, but I believe he is dead. Well, the poor man 
was mistaken, and he led others with him into delusion! The more 
is the pity; but was it the Bible that deceived Father Miller, or was 
it his misapprehension of it? If the latter, do not blame our rule. If 
the former, you may safely denounce the right of the laity to read the 
Scriptures — in that case, it is a bad book, and you are right in con- 
demning it to the flames ! Father Miller was in error; but then you 
know, most Reverend Sir, it is the lot of a favoured few only to be 
infallible. 

* Archbishop Hughes treads on dangeroas ground, when he ventures a sneer 
at the fanaticism e<^en of the wicked and licentious Mormons. Ridiculous as 
their vagaries are, the^ are not one tenth as absurd as many of the stories re- 
lated with all gravity m the books of devotion in constant use in the Church of 
Rome. The Breviary contains more foolish and idle tales about saints and hob- 
goblins, and the miracles wrought by mules, and goats, and Popes, than ever 
entered into the mind of Munchausen. 
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Again, the Archbishop is scTcre on the conventions of women cla- 
mouring for their « Rights," and he charges Protestantism with all the 
extravagance of such *< Congresses.*' Here, however, he leaves out of 
view the important fact that the leaders in this threatened social revo- 
lution, do not stand upon the Protestant platform. They denounce the 
Bible as the greatest hinderance to their success. How, then, can Pro- 
testantism be condemned for originating fanaticism, which it most 
earnestly disowns? So far as real grievances exist in the social condi- 
tion, or position of women, the clear exposition of the Scriptural princi- 
ples which apply to her relations in life, will secure all the rights which 
belong to her. Her experience, all the world over, has proved that she 
is safe from oppression only in Protestant countries, and safe only when * 
protected by the JEgis of Protestant faith. The grand diflSculty in the 
position of Bishop Hughes, is found in his perversion of the ProtCwStant 
Rule of Faith. The favourite argument with all the advocates of Ro- 
manism is, that there can be no security for the soundness of faith in 
Protestantism, because it utterly rejects Church authority. It does not. 
Just as if Protestants believed, and taught that every man has a perfect 
moral right to think as he pleases in matters of religion! This is an 
absurdity which is contradicted by the admitted truth, that God has pre- 
scribed the articles of religious belief in that Revelation, which we make 
the rule of our Faith. Our creeds and confessions and catechisms are 
so many traditionary forms, not presented as additional Rules of Faith, 
but offered as exponents of one and the same rule. They may differ, 
and they do differ on some points; but in the main, in the leading arti- 
cles of our common, undoubted Christian Faith, they are one. We take 
the ground and we avow the principle, that "God alone is Lord of the 
conscience'' — that the Scriptures themselves demand an appeal to their 
own teachings. "To the law and to the testimony! If they speak 
not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them!'' 
"Search the Scriptures." In other words, the Bible deals with every 
man as accountable to God ; it treats him as a rational creature, capable 
of understanding the divine law, and demands of him the right exercise 
of all his faculties in forming his religious principles. He is to judge 
for himself, and he is to answer to God for his opinions. The Church 
of Rome, on the other hand, proposes that every man shall trust impli- 
citly to her authority. You must believe this, because the Church 
teaches it. You must receive this doctrine and that usage, though they 
be not prescribed in the "charter" which God has given you, because 
the Church enjoins them ! Now, as Protestants, we utterly deny that 
God has delegated any such authority to any hierarchy under heaven ! 
As Protestants, we proclaim the great principle of liberty from the spi- 
ritual yoke of man's authority! We own none as head of the Church, 
save Him whom God has appointed, even the Lord Jesus Christ! The 
whole argument of Bishop Hughes tends to the destruction of this 
liberty. He must have a Human Head to preside over the Church of 
his choice. A visible Head, in a word, an infallible Pope! And a 
more irrational and unphilosophical conclusion he could not reach. A 
more ridiculous pretension than this of papal infullibility, never was in- 
vented to torment the credulity of man. This tendency to despotic 
authority is the very salient point of all the danger that is threatened 
to free institutions by the prevalence of Catholicism. It claims supre- 
macy as a divine right. From its very nature it is not content, and 
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never can be satisfied with equal privileges. To be true to itself, it must 
rule, and rule with a rod of iron! It can tolerate no plea for the rights 
of conscience, except when through its own weakness, it is compelled 
to whisper out of the dust. When it can get no more, it will accept 
toleraiiorij and bide the time when it can issue its mandates with the 
voice of a merciless tyrant. Thus, Archbishop Hughes rails at the Esta- 
blished Church of England, as a "Stale slave!'* The Church of Rome 
holds a different station. She is the ^^ State Mistress!^' She is the 
despot that sways the mind of the judge, and wields the hand of the 
magistrate, that compels the very monarch upon his throne to bow re- 
verently before her claim of temporal supremacy. Thus one Pope com- 
pels an Emperor of Germany to stand barefoot at his gates for three 
days, like the veriest culprit, before he can gain an audience, and another 
plants his foot upon the neck of a King, quoting the words of David, 
"Thou shalt tread upon the lion and the adder!'' Hence have arisen 
all the scenes of cruelty and persecution against Protestants, with which 
her annals are stained. 1 am aware of the plea which has been used in 
controversies upon this point, and I will notice it here, from a convic- 
tion that gross injustice has been done to the Protestant side, through a 
failure to appreciate the peculiar circumstances of the crisis. We are 
told that Protestants have persecuted those whose peculiar tenets differed 
from their own, and have persecuted them for conscience* sake. I ad- 
mit it. But who taught them to do it? The Church of Rome! What 
drove them to it? What! but the example of the Church of Rome! 
There is this difference, however, between us. We utterly renounce all 
right to persecute others for opinion's sake. The Church of Rome still 
claims it! She still avows it! And wherever she has the power, she 
enforces her claim. Look at her theological standards, and you find 
that at this very day she teaches her students of theology that "heretics 
are justly punished with death !" * Witness the recent facts in Ma- 

* The Theology of Peter Dens was published from the Arch-Episcopal press in 
Mechlin, a.d. 1838. In that work, which is in my possession, the dogma is dis- 
tinctly avowed in these words : 

*' Baptized infidels, such as heretics and apostates usually are, also baptized schis- 
matics, may be compelled, even by corporeal punishments, to return to the Catholic 
faith and to the unity of the Church. The reason is, because these by baptism have 
become subject to the Church, and therefore the Church has jurisdiction over them, 
and the power of compelling th^m through appointed means to obedience, and to 
fulfil the obligations contracted in baptism." 

It is a fact, therefore, which ought to be known and duly considered, especially at 
this time when the Pope of Rome is multiplying Archbishops in our Republic, that 
he still claims jurisdiction over all baptized persons, and that he avows the right of 
punishing his refractory subjects! The Quakers are exempt, for it is a proviso that 
persons not baptized do not incur the penalties which have been appointed by the 
Church, because not subject to the Church ; apostates, however, incur them, that is, 
they who after baptism go over to the Jews or pagans. It is also asserted that heresy 
*' is not to be tried or proved, but extirpated, unless there may he reasons which may 
render it advisable that it should be tolerated! /" The following question and answer 
are also to be found in the same work: 

"Are Heretics rightly punished with death t" 

St. Thomas (Aquinas) answers, (2. 2. quest, xi. art. 3. in corp.,) 

**Yes, because forgers of money, or other disturbers of the state, are justly 
punished with death; therefore also heretics, who are forgers of the faith, and expe- 
rience being the witness, grievously disturb the state." (See my Synopsis of 
Dens' Theology, pp. 107, 108, 114, 117.) 

Now, are we false witnesses against the Church of Rome, when we charge upon 
the Pope and his Archbishops, the foul design of subverting the very foundations of 
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deira. Hundreds of Portuguese have been banished from the Island, 
because they were Bible readers! Hunted like wild beasts, they were 
driven to mountains and caves, their property was confiscated, and they 
were outlawed, for no other crime than preferring the truth of God to 
the fables of Rome! * In one point, the Church of Rome always has 
been consistent. She has always been a persecutor of Protestants when 
she has had the power.t Now, let us suppose a case. Fifty years 
hence, in the progress of Catholicism anticipated by Archbishop Hughes, 
this country will have reached a crisis of no ordinary magnitude and 
moment. The Church of Rome will have gained, if he is correct, a vast 
amount of power, and will have amassed large resources. She will per- 
haps be able to control our elections, to choose our President and the 
Governors of the different States, and to secure a majority of the Senators 
and Representatives in our National and State Legislatures. She may, 
perhaps, not be able to number a majority of the people of the United 
States as actually in her communion; but she has more than the balance 
of power, and she will lend it to any political party that will subserve 
her interests. Then, in the natural course of events, she will begin to 
demand certain prerogatives, and to claim sundry concessions and spe- 
cial legislation, by way of acknowledgment. Peradventure, after having 
driven the Bible out of the public schools, she will find it desirable to 
expel it from all other public institutions; and having accomplished this, 
she will next assail the freedom of the Protestant pulpit. This lecturing 
on Romanism will never do. It is a bad thing, for it excites the people, 
and therefore it must be put down. Yes, but there are some Protestants 
of that stern stuff" that will not be put down, so long as they have eyes, 
wherewith to read, and hearts, wherewith to love, and a voice to give 
utterance to the doctrines of the Bible. What then? They are dis- 
turbers of the peace; they incite to riot and disorder, and the halter 
must tame them ! So be it. We will suppose that a few of the more 
pestilent of these Protestant preachers are put to death, and the wrong 
is tolerated ; though many secretly resent it, they are afraid to speak 
out, and the powers that be have more halters. Next it will be found 
desirable to produce uniformity, and Protestantism will be proscribed. 
You must either go to mass and to confession, and send your wives and 
daughters there, that bachelor priests may ransack their consciences, and 
propound inquiries before which modesty drops dead! — you must either 
give up your Bibles or go to the stake. Some go to the stake. They 

American liberty t We not only declare that this is her design, but we say, that on 
her own principles, she cannot be true to herself, unless she persecutes heretics to 
the death, for out of her own mouth is she condemned. She affirms that the rites 
of heretics "are not to be tolerated, because they are so bad, that no truth or advan- 
tage for the good of the church can be thence derived!" The only exception she 
makes is, when ^^greater evils would follow^ or greater benefits he hindered,'*^ In other 
words, when she cannot help it, she will allow us Protestants the privileges we now 
enjoy in this country ! And yet Archbishop Hughes and his priests have the auda- 
city to talk about " the rights of conscience ! !" 

* The same course pursued towards the Waldenses, has also been followed in the 
case of the refugees from Madeira. Not content with driving them from their 
homes, and condemning one poor woman to death /or heresy because she would not 
worship the Virgin Mary, as the mother of God, or adore the consecrated host, the 
vilest slanders have been heaped upon them, and facts the most notorious have been 
denied with brazen assurance! 

f The early history of Maryland has been cited as evidence to the contrary, but 
the case is not in point. 
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burned. And now the spirll of reaisUnce bursts forth like a smo- 
^red flan>e, and the indignation of all liberal and piatriotie men is ex- 
cited to the utmost pitch. They throw off the yoke, aJiU the tyrant 
Church is in her turn proscribed. Her priests are driren out of the 
land, glad to escape with their lives* Now^ this is properly no fancy 
sketch. I do not say, it is a thing which will be, but it is a thing 
which substantially has been, and it serves to show how Protestants 
have been implicated in persecuting the Roman Catholic Church. 
Queen Elizabeth, of England, proscribed the Jesuits, and sent some of 
them to the gallows. Why ? Because they plotted against her crown and 
government, and sought to restore the Pope's suprenraey. And with 
the fires of Smithfield, at which a Ridley and a Latimer had suffered 
martyrdom, still in the remembraiice of the living generation, with the 
reign of terror, the scenes of bloodshed and torture, signalizing the days 
of Bloody Queen Mary, greater leniency or less severity could hardly 
be expected. 

Archbishop Hughes avows that it is the intention of the Church of 
Rome to have this country. Well, all well-informed persons knew that 
long ago. The Pope of Rome has set his heart upon it He cannot 
do without it, for Popery is waning in Europe. Will he succeed? I 
believe not. If he does, Protestants will deserve to feel the lash, which 
his priests will apply with hearty good will. We are to be converted, 
forsooth ! Converted to what? To idolatry — to man-worship, and 
image- worship, and daemon- worship! Converted ! From what ? From 
Christianity to Popery! From the truth, as it is in Jesus, to the abo* 
minable fooleries of a system which is as insulting to Ood as it is de* 
grading to man! 

I can almost see the smile of honest pity which will kindle on the 
face of the Quaker, when Archbishop Hughes draws near, rosary in 
hand, to convert him to the pious task of saying prayers by the help of 
a string of beads! Will not his quiet answer be — " Friend John, I per- 
ceive that in all things thou art too superstitious ?'' And what will our 
Archbishop do with the Methodists, and the Presbyterians, and the 
Episcopalians, and the Baptists, and the Lutherans, and the German 
Reformed, and Reformed Dutch, and with all the tribes of our Pro- 
testant Israel ? Let him remember that if the Church of Rome is adding 
to her communion, so are we, and in a larger ratio than she can equal 
by her importations from abroad. I tell you, Archbishop Hughes, you 
might as well try to pluck the rainbow from the clouds, as to destroy 
the power of the Protestant Church in America! You may try to per- 
suade the citizens of this great Republic, that the glimmer of your little 
taper is brighter than the light of the sun in the firmament; and if they 
will believe you, this land will belong to you, and the Pope, and Satan, 
so long as its inhabitants prefer darkness to light! 

I find no fault with Archbishop Hughes for making this avowal. The 

ispirit of our free institutions gives to the Church of Rome and to all 

I who prefer her communion, the right of worshipping in accordance with 

[conscientious convictions, but it gives no more; and when she assumes 

/ the air of a Queen and demands more than the position which belongs 

. to her, she steps upon ground which will open a grave at her feet ! 

There is a noble bird which soars high, and suffers little birds to sing. 

The serpent may bask in the sunshine, and cast his scaly skin, and mark 

his pathway over the rock in glittering slime, and the noble eagle heeds 
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him not; but, when he climbs the cliff on which ^he has built her 
nest, and rears his head to strike her eaglets, in that very instant her 
beak and talons are upon him, to tear him, &kin and scales, joint from 
joint, and hurl him torn and bleeding back to his slimy covert! 

As Protestants, we are bound, by the very principles of our profes- 
sion, to accord to all, and to defend the right of all men to liberty of 
conscience, and to the free and open discussion of the principles of their 
religion and of our own ; and as Protestants we claim the same privi- 
leges for ourselves. We demand no more, and we never will accept 
less; and we say, with all candour, that if any sys^tem of religion cannot 
endure the ordeal of searching investigation and scrutiny, ft ts 'because 
God never intended that it should flourish on soil consecrated to liberty. 

We are told by Archbishop Hughes, that « the first exigency of con- 
dition in Protestantism, was to pull dowi^. fts first mission was not to 
build up, but to pull down." Truly! Under the Levitical law, when 
a house was hopelessly infected with the leprosy, the statute required 
that it should be pulle© down. And the inspired Apostle has declared 
that the mission of Christianity is similar. "For," says he, "the 
weapons of our warfare arc mighty, through God, to the pulling down 
of strongholds!" We must pall down the rubbish of the Papacy, before 
we can build up believers as living temples of the Holy Ghost. 

The Archbishop ridicules the positive and negative elements of Pro- 
testantism; it says "yes," aitd it says "no." Truly 1 And what reli- 
gion does not? We say " yes " to every word that proceedeth- out of 
the mouth of God — we say " no " to every tradition which is wholly of 
human invention. We will say as Protestants, in a word, now and for 
ever, " No Popert." 

Archbishop Hughes imagines, that because we avow that we are Pro- 
testants, we thereby affirm "that Christ established a church for the 
purpose of propagating his doctrine, but that after fifteen hundred y^ars 
it had failed, and we had come to renew it." No, Most Reverend Sir! 
That is a wrong inference. The Church of God, under the old cove- 
nant, was corrupted and led away into Babylonish captivity, but thou^ 
it became as Sodom and Gomorrat), and was cast forth as an abominable 
branch, yet God preserved to hinrsefrf a remnant. And the same is true 
in the New Covenant. God never has left himself without witnesses. 
Elijah mourned that he alone was left of the Lord's prophets, but God 
told him he had reserved to himself more than seven thousand who had 
not bowed the knee to Baal, or kissed his images. So in the darkest 
days of Papal supremacy, the Lord preserved a remnant, preserved it, 
too, despite of all the power of Antichrist, and of all his^fibitstotie- 
stroy it. The Church of God is not a failure, because for a season, to 
prove her and instruct her, she is made to dwell in the wilderness ! 
When Archbishop Hughes ventures the tremendous assertion, that in 
the Church of Rome perfect unity of doctrine always has obtained, he 
says the boldest thing which he ever uttered in St. Patrick's Cathedral. 
I will read the extract, and it is the last which I shall notice. After 
stating that in all probability, not ten Protestants out of the whole num- 
ber of fifty millions, " could be found to agree on all points, in substance 
and detail, in the principles and doctrines of Christian Revelation," he 
adds: "On the other hand, the Catholic Church numbers two hundred 
millions, scattered all over the globe, from the rising to the setting of 
the sun; and I run no risk in stating that out of these two hundred roil- 
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lions, there could not be found ten, in whose inmost souls there exists 
the slightest deviation from the actual, and of course original doctrines 
of the Church, in regard to the Revelations of the Son of God !'* This 
audacity >i« beyond any parallel, which can be run any where, out of the 
Church of Romel To all this I answer: Take any ten Evangelical 
Christians, out of as many Protestant denominations; and in all the 
/undamefUal articles of Christian faith, in all the points which involve 
the salvation of the soul, and in the great practical duties enjoined by 
the religion of Jesus Christ, they will speak with one heart and one 
voice. They will tell you, that faith in Christ and holy living as its 
fruit, are the onl}' real evidences of a<regenerate heart. Has the Church 
of Rome never deviated from tb« original doctrines of the Church of 
Christ? The very question is an insult to the understanding of an in- 
telligent Christian. I will vary the inquiry, and ask. Has the Church 
of Rome always been doctrinally consistent with herself? Then how 
is it, that to this very day, she cannot tell ud where the infaUibility of 
which she boasts, resides? Is it in the Pope, or in the Coancils, 
or in the Pope and Councils together? Settle the Italian and Gallic 
dispute on this point, which is rife at this very day; for until you 
do, Archbishop, your boasting is too contemptible for sober argu- 
ment Remember the feud respecting the inMnaculate conception of 
the Virgin Mary ; think of your Dominican and Franciscan broils — 
call to mind a few of the great schisms recorded in the history of Papal 
Rome, in which rival Popes cursed and excommunicated each other, and 
before you step forth again to extol the Uftity of faith and practice, which 
you display as a mark of the true Church, remember this, that when- 
ever you can find leisure for the task, there are many Protestants who 
will be ceadyito. receive the proof by which you can reconcile your 
purgatory and your penances, and your indulgences, your mariolatry 
and your distinctions between latreia and douleia, and your auricular 
confession and your denial of tl>e Scriptures to the laity, and your bead- 
praying, and your scapulars, and all your Roman notions, with the ori- 
ginal revelations of. the Son of GodJ 

I have endeavoured to show cause virhy as Protestants we may demur 
to the extravagant assumptions, and the reckless aspersions of this man 
of Gath, and although he may fortify himself with a hundred predic- 
tions, culled from the brilliaot aphorisms of Macaulay, they will not 
help his cause. The defamer of Thomas Cranmer and of William 
Penn will hardly gain that credit as a prophet, which, as an historian, he 
has lost ! 

Here', then, I tak6 leave of the Archbishop's lecture. Before I close, 
allow me a few words more. 1 am ready again to admit, that the pre- 
sent aspect of Protestantism is not all that ca^ be desired. Protestant- 
ism has not yet fulfilled its mission, nor will its errand be accomplished 
tintil this globe shall be encircled with a broad belt of light and love. 
We make too little of the ideal Church, the Holy Catholic Church, com- 
prising all the mystical members of the.gtorious body of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and we often make too much of our denominational peculiarities. 
Protestants ought to be more closely allied, and they will be. They 
ought to look more closely at .points of agreement, and less at points of 
difference. The external .pressure of infidelity and Popery may be one 
means of bringing them more closely together; but the principle of 
union must be in us, in order to lead to permanent and living results. 
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The tribes of Israel are still. in the wilderness; but there is a Canaan of 
promise before them, where there shall be one fold and one Shepherd 
for ever. 

For every sentence I have uttered, for every statement I have 
made, whether of fact or doctrine, I desire to be held to the strictest 
account. I love the noble sentiment of the old Roman, ^^ I dare not say 
avght that is fatst — and I am not afraid to say any thing that is 
irue,'^ If assailed with obloquy, I tell you beforehand, that can make 
no impression upon me. I am used to it. If 1 am met by argument, I 
am ready in any public way to defend the truth, whenever assailed by 
an enemy who has character and reputation; but I will notice no other. 
And to all the approaches of the lordly assailants, who proclaim the ap- 
proaching downfall of our Protestant faith, and laugh to scorn the pure 
doctrines of the Sacred Scriptures, I would say, in the words of the noble 
Beza, when the Reformed Church was threatened by the imperious 
King of France, with a renewal of persecution — 

"Sire, the Church op Christ is an anvil, which has worn out 
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A REVIEW, 



" The Decline of Proiestantism and its 
Causey' was the subject of recent dis- 
course by Rev. John Hughes, of New 
York. Some excitement having been 
produced by its publication, several emi- 
nent gentlemen of Philadelphia selected 
Rev. Joseph F. Bebg as an organ of 
reply. Both Lectures have been pre- 
sented to the Public in print, and are 
lairfully the subjects of commentary. 

I need scarcely indulge in any pre- 
face of assurance, that I have high respect 
for both the clergymen whose labors I 
purpose to review. Each occupies a 
prominent position in the denomination 
to which he belongs ) and neither the 
tident nor learning of either is any where 
denied. If, in questioning the premises, 
(X in scanning the reasoning of one or 
the other, or both, I should use great 
plainness of speech, let no one attribute 
to me any unfandness of spirit,' nor any 
intentional trespass on the courtesies 
of controversy. 

Very sensible am I of the value of 
equanimity of temper in all religions 
deputations ; and its desirableness will 
be especially obvious, if it be admitted 
(as I think it must) that Roman Catholi- 
cism and Protestantism are directly an- 
tagonistio. Violence of speech, tartness 
of retort, and various things of the kind, 
may gratify sectarian hostility, even to 
the extent of malicious merriment ; but 
ah, my brothers, let us consid*er the 
soreness and bitterness wrought on the 
other side. 

And let us also consider the improba- 
bility that the judgment will travel in 
the dkeotion we desire^ if the feelings 



be goaded into the opposite line of jour- 
neying. 

Let me do Mr. Hughes the justice to 
remark, that his Lecture is couched in 
gentlemanly phrase — there being only a 
few expressions which are exceptionable. 
He says^ for example, that Protestants 
^^all agree in protesting against the 
Church of God'' — which is not true, 
unless Roman Catholicism be the Church 
of God — and this is a cardinal point of 
dispute. 

Mr. Berg does not se^oi to hare bo 
well preserved the balance of an amiable 
spirit. He assumes v^astly more, and 
frequently expresses himself offensively. 
Indulging in lively rhetoric, for instance, 
he represents Mr. Hughes as Goliath 
defying the armies of Israel, and himself 
as the conquering hero of the sling ! 

Let us, however, pass over these and 
similar exhibitions of personal or sec- 
tarian feeling, and look simply at the 
merits of the controversy. 

Mr. Hughes claims to have made 
extensive research in the preparation 
of his discourse — confessing to having 
" written fifteen or twenty pages of au- 
thorities alone" on the item of definition 
— which quotations he afterwards set 
aside. 

From this circumstance, and otherif 
which are sufficiently evident without 
special' acknowledgment, we may infer 
that he has put forth his strongest proofs 
of the Decline of Protestantism, and also 
th^t this is his clearest presumption of 
the final triumph of Roman Catholicism. 

In my apprehension of realities^ he 
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has most signally failed; and I j^ifiik 
I shall be enabled to ishow, thaT his 
alleged facts and arguments are forcible 
onlj as directed against what are termed 
tl^e Orthodox views of Protestant Chris- 
tendom. And hence it will not be con- 
sidered either surprising or offe^siye, that 
I confess myself dissatisfied with the 
answer of Mr. Ber^. Not, let me say, 
because of any real force in the Cath- 
olic's argument, but because that argu- 
ment has not been met in a manner satis- 
factory to my own mind. 

There are positions urged by Mr. 
Hughes which, as answered by Mr. Berg, 
orertum the Protestant principle, leav- 
ing both the disputants under ^e do- 
minion of Papacy; and there are facts 
mentioned by Mr. Hughes, and con- 
ceded to be facts by Mr. Berg, which 
the latter (in my judgment) does not 
fairiy meet. There are aho inferences, 
strongly and prominently set forth by 
Mr. Hughes, which Mr. Berg does not 
either deny or attempt to confute. And, 
to this list of defects may be added, 
that Mr. Hughes has exposed the roots 
of Papacy most clearly to view, and yet 
I do not see that M)r. Berg has touched 
them with the Protestant axe. 

Without designing these pacticulars 
as the order of commentary, and with- 
out specifying at present, let me subjoin 
that I sincerely desire to avoid any ex- 
travagant or immodest claim ; nor do I 
make any pretensions to the extent or 
variety of learning possessed by the dis- 
putants in review. 3nt as a Protestant 
in both feeling and judgment, I really 
beUeve there is no wav to meet and con- 
fate Roman Catholicism, excepting by 
adoplion of the principles of Liberal 
Christianity.^ 

With this solemn conviction, I shall 
not restrict myself to the topics especially 
tireated of in the two Lectures referred 



"i^ I do not hereby admit that there is an 
lOibtTal Christianity-- oieith^r in using the 
term Orthodox do I concede that the persons 
claiming it, or to whom it is usually applied, 
are reafiy sound in doctrine. Both terms are 
here employed in their popular sense, as 
designations of classes. 



to, but shall feel at liberty to introduce 
and discuss collateral themes, so fiEu: as 
they afifect th^ final controversy. 

'WHAT IS PBOTKSTANTISM? 

Let us begin our inquiries with a de- 
finition of Protestantism as contra-dis- 
tinguished from Boman Catholicism. 

On this point, Mr. Hughes asserts 
that '^ in any sense of science, or for the 
purposes of logical or theologicad ac- 
curacy. Protestantism is a word exceed- 
ingly ambiguous, vague and indefinite.^ 
In another passage, he savs, ^< I should • 
perhaps attempt a definition of what 
Protestantism is. I have looked into 
the expositions of its most prominent 
advocates, but among them all I have 
sought in vain for any thing like a sci- 
entific or logical definition; nor can I 
conceive it possible to give such a defi- 
nition of the word Protestantism.^' 

And yet he immediately presents a 
most perspicuous definition of the term I 
such an one as meets my entire approvaL 
It is substantially this : Koman Catho- 
licism denies the right of private judg- 
ment, and asserts Church authority to 
decide on all matters of faith, eveiy 
member of that communion being bound 
to implicit submission ) but Protestant- 
ism denies that authofity, and Ksserts 
the right of private judgment in behalf 
of every man. 

In each of these there is therefore a 
Yes and a No ; and I see not how Mr. 
Hughes can fairly charge it as a defect 
in every phase of Protestantism, that it 
answers ^'this and this. No; and tMs 
and this. Yes.'' It is thus also with 
Roman Catholicism, and with every 
other system, not of Religion only, bat 
of Science, Morals and Government. As 
Protestants, we sayJVb to the Roman 
Catholic claim of authority aforesaid| 
and J6S to the right of private judpietit. 
On the contrary, Roman Cathobcs say 
No to the latter, and Yts to the fonn^. 
And BO, individualizing the race, each 
mind affirms every doctrine it believes 
to be true, and protests a^nst every 
doclrine it believes to be false. 

But Mr. Hughes, after fairly stating 
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ibe definition, proceeds unfairly to treat 
of the specific varieties of Protestwitism I 
He knows perfectly well; that there are 
not, and cannot he, any specific varieties 
o£ Protestantism, for the plain reason 
that the term is expressive merely of 
every man's right to think for himself. 
It would be fair to urge diversity of 
opinion, and the like, as an objection 
to the adoption of the principle ; but all 
this vaporing about the specific varieties 
of Protestantism, is out of place. 

Mr. Hughes can inform us what are 
' the peculiar doctrines of the Roman 
Catholic Church ; and if he should in- 
quire^ what are the peculiar doctrines 
<*f the Protestant Church ? my answer 
is, simply, that there is no f rotestant 
Church — and from the nature of the case 
there cannot be. There are Protes- 
tant Churches — that is, organisations of 
Christian professors who, adopting the 
Pjfetestant principle as already defined, 
were gathered by elective affinity ; and 
if you wish to know what their peculiar 
doctrines are, respectively, you can ascer- 
tain on inquiry. You can ascertain with 
as much definiteness as was ever pre- 
tended by the Roman Catholic Church. 
Luiheranism was the expression of 
Martin Luther's mind, exercising its 
asserted right of private judgment ) and 
Martin Luther's faith, as modified by 
the private judgment of other men, is 
embodied in the Augsburg Confession. 

Oahinism was the expression of John 
Calvin's mind, exercising the same asr 
serted right ; and his faith, as modified 
and adopted by the Wotftminster Assem- 
bly, is an expression of the doctrines of 
ike Presbyterian Church. 

And thus we might pass the round of 
all Protestant sects, and find in each Tat 
least in profession) the protestant prin- 
ciple aforesaid. Certainly there is no- 
thing " ambiguous, vague, or indefinite 
. in this." Yet Mr. Hughes mingles and 
confounds Hxejprinciple of Protestantism 
with the various peculiarities of Protest- 
ant sects, and then inquires, with ap- 
parent wonderment, What is Protest- 
antism ? 
We may however find some palliation 



oC^ch unfairness, in the answers which 
Proliestants have generally given to that 
question. Mr. Berg, for example, says, 
"Protestantism is the Religion of the 
Bible." But this answer does not meet 
the case. Mr. Hughes might give pre- 
cisely tl^e same definition of Roman 
Catholicism; and the definition would 
in both cases be " ambiguous, vague and 
indefinite," for it would only provoke the 
question. What is the Religion of the 
Bible ? Mr. Berg's reply would be a 
summanr of his own views, as set down 
in the German Reformed Church creed ; 
and the reply of Mr. Hughes would bo 
a summary of the doctrines asserted 
by the Roman Catholic Church. And 
it is plain that such replies would not 
advance us one single step toward the 
settlement of the controversy. 

Mr. Berg puts himself into a similar 
circular mofton when he attempts to 
answer the Roman Catholic's wretched 
quibble of Yes and No. He afiirms that 
" Protestantism says ' Yes' to every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth 
of €k)d, and 'No' to every tradition 
which is wholly of human invention." 

This may be very true, but it does not 
meet the quibble. Roman Catholics at 
least pro/ess to say Yes and No on the 
same basis ; but the question still remains 
as to what traditions are wholly of human 
invention, and also what is the meaning y 
of every word that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of God. As a third party to 
this discussion, I am not willing that 
Mr. JBerg should become Pope to Mr. 
Hu^es, nor Mr. Hughes to Mr. Berg 
— ^and I certainly shall protest against 
either of them becoming Pope to me. 

No — the cited answer does not meet the 
case, because it only provokes the ques- 
tion. What is the religion of the Bible ? 
Yet if we adopt the definition, that Pro- 
testantism simply expresses the right 
of private judgment, in contradistinc- 
tion from the Roman Catholic principle 
of authority, hiow beautiful and instruc- 
tive is Mr. Berg's illustration of Light, 
as a symbol of divine Truth I It is 
forcibly . expressive of how different 
minds; when freed from the goggles of 
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old fottnulaa^ may be affected by, tje 
same sentiment. " It strikes this man's 
conscience and heart, and he is a 
Methodist — warm and red and glow- 
ing : it falls npon another, and he is a 
Presbyterian — true, regular blue : it 
comes upon another like the light azure 
tint of water, and he is a Baptist ; and 
80 through all the bright and ever- 
varying, yet all glorious colors of the 
moral rainbow, it produces variety with- 
out the sacrifice of real unity .... The 
blending of all the prismatic colors is seen 
in the bright colorless light." I thank 
Mr. Berg for this admiraole illustration 
—especially as Ije probably designed 
that bright colorless light to be a 
symbol of the Spirituality^ Unity and 
Univtrsalify of the Love of God 1 

CHUROH AXJTHORITT. 

But illustration is not argument; 
and so, submitting my definition of 
Protestantism to your judgment, I pass 
to notice the position taken by Mr. 
Hughes in reference to the Church 
authority asserted by Roman Catho- 
licism. 

"I conceive," says he, "that (iod has 
giyen to man but two general principles of 
guidance. One is divine authority, which, 
as being divine, is above him ; and Uie other 
is reason, which is in him. If. it be said 
that WO; Catholics, because we admit autho- 
rity, do not exercise our reason, we have an 
answer which is obvious, and ought to be 
satisfactory; — and it is this: ]f you ask 
our reason for submitting to authority, we 
answer, that, in the exercise of that faculty, 
we have arrived at the conclusion that Ood, 
having made a revelation, has appointed a 
church to be the depository and witness of 
his truth, and the guide to his people, to the 
end of the world. Now, if this be true, what 
can be more natural or rational than to sub- 
mit our reason to the teachings and guidance 
that God himself has appointed? But, on 
the other hand, the Protestant system, from 
the beginning, essentially casts off all au- 
thority." 

Yes, certainly, all Church authority y 
so far as deciding on matters of faith is 
concerned. But Mr. Berg answers 
differently, and thus denies the Pro- 
testant principle, and involves himself 
in the toils of the Papacy. After 



affirming that '^ the grand difficulty in 
the position of Mr. Hughes, is found in 
his' perversion of the Protestant Bole 
of Faith,*' he reasons as follows : 

«The favorite argument with all the 
advocates of Romanism is, that there can be 
no security for the soundness of faith in. 
Protestantism, because it utterly rejects 
Church authority. It does not. Just as if 
Protestants believed and taught that every 
man has a perfect moral right to think as be 
pleases in matters of religion 1 This is an 
absurdity which is contradicted by the ad- 
mitted truth, that God has prescribed the 
articles of religious beli^ in liat Revelation 
which we make the rule of our F«ith." 

Indeed ! And who is to be the Expo- 
sitor ? Shall I decide for myself, indi- 
vidually? and shall every other man 
do the same? no, says Mr. Berg. 
Then, pray, who is to decide for me f 
Shall it be the Church ? a Synod 1 a 
Consistory? any body of men, known 
no matter by what name ? 

I have heard of an ignorant lad, who 
being asked about his religious home- 
instruction, replied, ^* /reads the Bible, 
and mother 'splains and 'spcunds.*' 
Very similar appears to be Mr. Berg'a 
idea of duty and prerogative in contrast. 
Protestantism does not utterly reject 
Church authority, says he, and he in* 
dignantly scouts the thought that every 
man has a right to think as he pleases. 
no — the people may read the Bible, 
but all explainings and ezpoundifigs 
must be done by Mother Church I 

The truth is, if you reject my posi- 
tion, and adopt that of Mr. Berg, it is 
impossible to answer the reasonftig of 
Mr. Hughes. " Either reject autho- 
rity," says he, ^ and make every body 
free to follow his own judgment, or 
admit authority, [as residing some- 
where;] and if you admit authority, 
you recall the Protestant principle." 

Mr. Berg is evidently unwilling to 
accept the alternative, and he evinces 
some skill in seeking to avoid it. He 
concedes the Protestant rule of private 
judgment, yet he persists in asserting 
Church authority, with an especial effon 
so to explain and modify the latter, as to 
avoid its Papal aspect. But his at- 



Digiti 



tized by Google 



ROMAN OAT£(OIiICISM AND PROTESTANTISM. 



tempts are merely flounderings in the 
xnire of the doctrine which he condemns. 

" As Protestants/' says he, <^ we pro- 
claim the great principle of liberty from 
the yoke of man's authority." 

Undoubtedly you do — but you insist 
on divine authority a$ represented hy 
the Church — and JMr. Hughes does no 
more ! How else am I to understand 
your flat denial that "Protestantism 
rfejeots all Church authority V* and also 
your denied that " every man has a 
perfect moral right to think as he 
pleases in matters of Religion V* Your 
argument is not against ^ principle of 
authority, but against the administration 
of that principle by a church with a 
visible^ infallible Head ! 

Reject it, and the question comes 
back upon you, Who is to prescribe a 
man's faith, or de(Hde whether it be 
right or wrong ? 

You indeed say that " the Scriptures 
themselves demand an appeal to their 
own teachings," and that "the Bible 
only is the Religion of Protestants."- 
Truly-— but who is to prescribe the sense 
of the Scriptures? You fellowship 
Father Miller, notwithstanding his 
many errors of interpretation, yet you 
cut off the Quaker, the Unitarian, the 
Universalist, and divers others. By 
what rule is this done ? Not surely on 
the Protestant principle — but on the 
assertion of Church authority — and this 
is notHing but Popery by another name. 

The fact is, all this floundering by 
Mr. 9erg is but an attempt to evade 
the force of a list of consequences, as 
set forth by Mr. Hughes — ^namely, the 
consequence^ of adopting the. Protestant 
principle of private judgment, without 
restriction. He begins with Latitudi- 
narianism, and exemplifies it in various 
ways. Socinianism, Rationalism, Mor- 
monism — and so on in the subdivision 
■of sects and diversities of notions, end- 
ing with downright Infidelity. 

Undoubtedly these things exist ; and 
they are traceable, in a fair sense, to 
Protestantism — ^because each man may 
claim the right of private judgment, 
without let or hindrance — ^and because 



there could be no diversity of religious 
opinion if Roman Catholic authority 
were universally acknowledged. 

It is therefore folly to shut our eyes 
to Mr. Hughes' list of consequences,, 
or to seek an evasion of their force. 
Rather let us inquire whether they 
are evils, on the whole. I am confi- 
dent they are not; and even were it 
shown that they are, we should be 
entitled to compare them with the evils 
of universally conceding the Roman 
Catholic principle of authority. In my 
judgment, the latter would be incom- 
parably more dreadful than all the con- 
sequences of the most radical Protest- 
antism already existing, or conceivable. 

These topics will be considered in 
another part of this Review, my present 
business being with Church authority, 
as claimed by Mr. Hughes, and con- 
ceded by Mr. Berg. The main differ- 
ence being this; The former claims 
authority definitely for the Roman 
Catholic Church; the latter claims it - 
indefinitely for all the Protestant 
churches which, in his private judg- 
ment, are evangelical I The distinction 
is, as we may say, between Wholesale 
and Retail Popedom. 

The coincidence of asserted authority 
will be still more evident, if we con- ^ 
sider the before-quoted ground of Mr, 
Huffhes. It is clearly expressed : " God, 
having made a Revelation, has ap- 
pointed a Church, to be the depository 
and witness of his truth, and the guide 
of his people, to the end of the world." 

The whole force of these postulates 
rests on the last two. We can readily ' 
conceive how a Church could be made 
a depository and witness of the tenth, 
without granting it authority to do 
more than keep that truth safely and 
preach it faithfully. And so the whole 
force rests on the alleged authority to 
be the guide of mankind — that is to 
say, their authoritative guide, per- 
petually, 

Mr. Hughes is not peculiar in these 
positions. All the Orthodox Protes- 
tant sects take the same ground ; and 
the controversy between the parties is 
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Bomined up in tlie question, Which u 
the true Church 7 Mr. Hughes says it 
is the Roman Catholic Church: Mr. 
Berg says it is not^ — and seeing neces- 
sity for more definite reply, he speaks 
of " the Ideal Church, the Holy Catho- 
lic Chur(^h, comprising all the mystical 
members of the body of our Lord Jesus 
Christ." 

But this certainly does not meet the 
demand of logical accuracy. Myztical 
things are at best a very poor sort of 
Reodation — and the questions still re- 
main. Who are those mystical mem- 
bers ? In what way do they constitute 
an authoritative gui'de ? 

These and similar difficulties have 
prompted diligent efforts to trace a 
visible Christian Church co-existing 
with the Eoman Catholic. Hence Mr. 
Berg insists that <' in the darkest days 
^f ^pal supremacy, the Lord preserved 
a remnant"— but no proof is offered 
farther back than the Waldenses ; and 
if any such un-papal remnant existed 
previously, (say from the 6th to the 10th 
Century,) its history is either utterly 
lost, or is so dimly preserved as to be of 
email account in the way of evidence. 

Hence it is that rrotestants who 
Btnve to make out a Church appointed 
as a Guide to mankind, speak of the 
Corruptiom of the Koman Catholic 
Churcn^— and on this point thev have 
never been answered. It is not'of this 
however that I now treat My topic 
regards Church authority in the ab- 
stract ; and on this matter many Pro- 
testants equal the Koman Catholics in 
vehemence and zeal. 

All Methodist Episcopal Ministers, 
for example, claim to have been or- 
duned by a Bishop ; and that Bishop 
traces his ordinatioQ to some Bishop of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church ; and 
in the latter Church there is a marvel- 
ous dinging to the idea of Eegular 
Apostolic Succession — ^notwithstanding 
the admission that it has passed through 
the impofiitiou of the hands of '^ the 
^ManofSinl" 

All this stickling for regular apos- 
tolic succession marks the Church 



authority claimed bj all the Bishop- 
sects of Christendom ; and all Presby- 
teries, Consist(^es and the like, mark 
the same claim asserted by others*— not 
on the ground of regular ncccesstiofi, 
but of the true Churdi reformed and 
restored. 

It must be confessed that all these 
forms of Popedom are less offensive^ 
less degrading, less injurious, than the 
Papacy of Rome— because they openly 
disclaim infaUibilityj and because they 
profess the right of private judgment. 
Besides: l^e natural tendency of 
things is in the direction of free 
thought and free speech, and there ii 
always danger of secession, if the tram* 
mels of sect are made to fit too closely. 
Some room is allowed for growth; and 
therefore there is little danger to be 
apprehended from Protestant Church 
authority. 

Yet there it stands, the evil genitts 
of Eoman Catholicism, baptized m the 
midst of Protestant sects I We deny I 
that Protestantism ^^ utterly rejects aU 
Church authority. It does not/' We 
deny ^^that every man has a right to 
think as he nleases in matters of Reli- 
gion.'' Ancb so Messrs. Hughes and 
Ber^ are striving to solve the questioDy 
Which is the true Church ? 

COMMISSION. 

As the third party in this triangular 
controversy, I deny that God has ap- 
pointed any such Christian Church aa 
is pretended,-— that is, I deny that He 
ever constituted or apnointed any body 
of Christian men, to be the authorit»- 
tive guide of his people. • 

Christ did not personally organize 
any Church whatever, and the people 
who were attracted to him by the 8uil«> 
plicity of the truth he taught, were hie 
disciples by virtue of the single ac- 
knowledgment, ^< ITiou art the Chruip 
^thtSon of t^ living God/' Matt xvL 
18 ; xiv. 83 ; John vi. 69 ; Acts viii.87. 
And the Church which those disciples 
afterwards constituted in an organixed 
state, was established on Ms truth— 
and not on Simon, who was sumamed 
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JPeiroSf a stone, — so named beoanse lie 
made the acknowledgment aforesaid. 
Christ is himself the Rock, the chief 
oorner-stone — and other foundation can 
HO man lay ; and all the disciples were 
Uvifig stones in the primitive edifice of 
the Christian Church. Eph. ii. 20 ; 1 
Cor. iii, 10-12 ; l.Poter ii. 4-6. The 
symbol of Christ and of this Truth, 
(" Thou art the Son of the living God/'j 
was thus passed over to each believer. 

Beyond this, there was no require- 
ment ; and the bond of union among the 
disciples, (who were first ccUled Chris- 
(dans a considerable space after the cru 
cifizipn) was mainly of a social char- 
acter. From the pressing necessities of 
the times, he who had property, sold it, 
and placed it in the general fund. They 
had all things in common ; and the only 
mark of discipleship was the aforesaid 
acknowledgment, and a life of virtue. 
Beyond *this, all points of doctrine were 
left open questions, on the Protestant 
principle of the right of private judg- 
ment Nay, that acknowledgment itself 
always supposed a conviction of the in- 
dividual reason, that Jesus was the Mes- 
siah of GrOd. And in the Church organi- 
zation of those disciple)9, no authority 
was ever pretended, excepting discipline 
zn cases of immorality — ^and this in- 
cluded making disturbance by forming 
parties. 

Yet see what an arrogant and .pre- 
sumptuous claim is asserted in behalf 
of the Soman Catholic Church by Mr. 
Hughes 1 " We have received from God 
what Protestantism never received — 
namely, not only a commission, but a 
commakd to go and teach all nations.'' 

" We have received." Indeed I But 
if you Tiave, does it follow that the first 
lesson you should teach, is, blind sub' 
mission of reason to your authority ? So 
it would seemj but the theory would 
not be complete in its elements, without 
a blind acfcnowledgment of your infaUi- 
hUity. This is the second lesson in the 
School of Boman Catholicism. iGod 
help the scholars I 

^ IBut setting aside all collat^al issues^ 
1^ us look a little into the aforesaid claim. 



The primitive Apostles claimed to be 
nothing more than Teachers. No loca- 
tion was assigned them, but each had 
what we may term a roving commission 
to preach the Gospel. If at any time 
they had the oversight of Churches, it 
was not by appointment of God, but on 
the score of a loving spirit, which, as be- 
ing divine, was caUed the Holy Spirit ; 
and the whole of their labors, in this 
direction, is summed up in Paul's decla- 
ration : " Not that we have dominion 
over yovr faith — but are helpers Of 
YOTJR JOY." 2 Corinthians, i. 24. ' 

Let it be noted, moreover, that even 
the roving commission referred to ex- 
tended only to the end of the then exist- 
ing AiON, world, age — ^namely, the end 
of the Jewish era. Christ is undoubted- 
ly with every true disciple of his, always 
—but not in the peculiar, miraculous 
sense in which he promised to be with 
the Apostles, *whom he commanded and 
comm.issioned to " Go and teach all na- 
tions." Mark xvi. 16, 20. Matthew 
xxvii. 19, 20. 

Mr. Hughes knows perfectly well that 
the end of Kosmos, (the material uni- 
verse,) is not once mentioned in the 
Bible ♦ — and that the end of AiON fre- 
quently is. He knows also that the UxUer 
was the limitation of Christ's promise 
of special presence with his commis- 
sioned apostles — ^but it would not answer 
the purpose of Church authority to ren- 
der it (as undoubtedly it should be ren- 
dered) end of the age, for this would 
sunder the root of the Papacy, and the 
tree would necessarily perish ! 

It is also worthy of remark, that every 



*Heb. ix. 26 : "Foundation of the world,'* 
[kosmos:] "end of the world," [ak)n.] Li- 
^teraJly, ends of the aions. — Matt. xiii. 88, 39: 
" The field is the world;" [kosmos :] ♦* the har- 
vest is the end of the world," [aiok.] 1 Cor. 
X. 11: "Written for our admonition, upon 
whom the ends of the world [aion] are come." 
See also Matt. xxiv. 8, and the context. 

Hence we read of affes [aions] past, and of 
AI0N8 JiUure, Eph. ii. 7 ; iii. 6 ; Col. i. 26. AIbo 
of the beginning of aion, Eph. iii. 9, and of a 
period before the aiox began, 2 Tim. i. 9. 

These hints are simply designed as a spur 
to inquiry. I hope the reader will examine- 
for himself. 
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ProtegtatU who holds tp Church author- 
ity, gives the popular construction to the 
phrase and passage referred to. Alas, 
that their fear of "heresy" in other 
directions, and their reverence for other 
authority than that of Truth and Reason, 
should blind them, and blind Mr. Berg, 
to this simple and irresistible argument 
in confutation of all Roman Catholic 
pretensions. 

I say Mr. Hughes knows perfectly well 
that the end of kosmos would be to his 
argument a tower of strength, which the 
end of aion is not ; for I well remember 
how he terrified Rev. John Brecken- 
ridge, on this latter point, some 12 or 
15 years ago. His sentiment was, sub- 
Btantially, Sir, beware how you iijter- 
pret the end o/* AiON in opposition to my 
views } for if you explain it to signify 
merely the end of the Jewish aion or 
era, the Universalist will know how to 
make use of your key ti) unlock the 
mystery of aionion or everlasting pun- 
ishment ! 

If you ask me how such an interpreta- 
tion would bear in the argument against 
Papacy, I answer thus : The commission 
to preach the Gospel, (restricted as it 
was to the beautiful vocation of teaching 
or evangelizing by teaching) expired 
with the end of the Jewish era; and 
since the commencement of the Chris- 
tian era the Qospel has been preached, 
not by OOM MISSION, or special divine 
command, but as any other truth is 
taught.* And of course there is not 



* Some preach the gospel of choice, others 
of neeeuky. The choxce may be determined 
by a variety of considerations : the necessity 
is either inward — as when a man/««Zf it to be 
his duty, despite of personal sacrifices, to 
proclaim the truth as he understands it, — or^ 
outward — as when a man does not know how 
else to earn his bread ! Very honorable is 
the motive of the former, even though he has 
mistaken his calling, or preaches what we 
consider error: the latter is pitiable under 
all circumstances. 

A man in the pulpit, or as manager of a 
press, who teaches for any consideration 
what he does not believe, is a hirdmy: he 
who teaches what he really believes, and is 
compensated therefor, cannot be pronounced 
a hireling, in any odious sense. A hireHn^, 
In such a sense, is always ▲ htpocbiti. 



now, there has not been sinoe the com- 
mencement of the Christian era, any sach 
command or commission as is asserted 
and claimed by Mr. Hughes. 

Argumentatively, the whole fabric q£ 
Roman Catholicism goes down by the 
touch of this conclusion, and the Protes- 
tant principle of priyate judgment rises 
up, towering in all its glory, as the em- 
bodied thought of Christ. 

CHURCH ANnQUITY. 

Akin to the theme thus discussed, is 
that of Church Antiquity, Mr. Hughes 
asserts that '^ Protestantism began in the 
year 1517/' and that it then had Martin 
I^uther as its ^^ solitary representative/' 

This fact, or approxination to the fisict, 
troubles Mr. Berg, and he strives to 
meet it by mentioning that John Huss 
suffered martyrdom one hundred years 
earlier — to which he adds certain allu- 
sions to Jerome of Prague, Wickliffe of 
England, and some others. He how* 
ever evidently perceived that this was 
trifling with the substantial fact; and 
having no available intermediate data^ 
he leaps backward 1350 years, and say% 
^<The Apostle Paul was the first I^ro* 
testant." 

It would be well for the Orthodox 
sects to remember this kind of argu- 
ment, when they question the antiquity 
of the peculiarities of other denomina- 
tions. Where was Quakerispd before the 
days of Ckorge Fox ? Where was Uni- 
versalism before the advent of John 
Murray ? are queries often uttered with 
surprising unction of confidence. 

1 reply, that the principles of Qua- 
kerism and the sentiment of Univer- 
salism, can be more distinctly traced 
through the darkness of the past, than 
any man can trace a Protestant Church ; 
and it is only answering a fool according 
to his folly, lest he be wise in his own 
conceit, when we condescend to this seek- 
ingof the living among the dead. 

Where was the circulation of the 
blood before the days of Harvey ? The 
blood circulated in the human frame 
firom the beginning of the creation. 

Where was Clmstianity before the 
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days of Christ ? It was in the bosom 
of the Uncreated Father ; and when it 
^as eominnnicated to this world of ourS; 
it was in company with the Protestant 
principle for which I contend. 

Why do Roman Catholics boast so 
strongly of Antiquity in behalf of their 
Church ? Only because unbroken suc- 
cession is essential to the Authority they 
assert. But what if Church authority 
existed before Christianity was revealed, 
and was superseded and annulled by 
that Kevelation ? 

And why is it that so many R-o- 
testants *grope so earnestly among the 
mould and cobwebs and hideous things 
of Antiquity ? Simply because they are 
anxious to secure an unbroken succes- 
sion for the Church * Authority which 
they deem so amazingly important ! 

The truth is, Ohristianity disclaims 

. every thing of the sort ; and if you 

wish to find a prescriptive, authoritative 

Church, you may seek for it in Judaism! 

Christ himself acknowledged as much. 
'^ The Scribes and Pharisees sit in Moses' 
seat ; whatsoever therefbre they bid you 
observe, that observe and do ; " and his 
only restriction was comprised in the 
admonition, " but do not ye after their 
works" — for which he assigned an ad- 
mirable reason. Matt, xxiii. 2, 3. 

This was said as well to his disciples 
as to the multitude — indicating that the 
prescriptive Church of Judaism had not 
yet fully completed its mission. But its 
end was appointed, and Christ nailed it 
to the cifoss. 

Even in the days of his flesh he insti- 
tuted a higher and better order of things. 
For when he had taught the people the 
beautiful lessons of the spirit of the Lord 
which was upon him, "they all bare 
him witness, and wondered at the gra- 
cious words which proceeded out of his 
mouth/' Luke iv. 18, 22. And it was 
declared, as with the concord of redeemed 
spirits, that he spake as one having 
authority, and not as the Scribes. Matt, 
vii. 29. The Scribes spake with the avr 
thority of PRESCRIPTIVE Bulb : CkHM 
taught with the authority of ENLIOHT- 
XNED BfiASON. ^ 



Yet some of his disciples-^isooae of 
his apostles even — were for a season 
under the impression that Christianity 
was but a modification of Judaism, espe- 
cially retaining its arbitrary distinctions 
and prescriptive authority. Peter, the 
celebrated first Bishop and Pope of 
Rome! was prominent in this list of 
errorists — and the date of his infallihtlity 
would be a curious inquiry 1 At Antioch, 
the city in which the disciples -were first 
cajled Christians, he undertook to im- 
pose a yoke of the olden time ; and Paul 
withstood him to the face, because he 
was to be blamed. Gal. ii. 11. 

Blamed for what ? Plainly. for acting 
on the supposition that Christianity was 
but a revised and amended edition of 
Judaism, instead of an entirely new dis- 
pensation, established on different prin- 
ciples. Peter was afterwards taught this 
lesson by the vision of the sheet. Acts 
X. 34, 35. 

Judaism sought to make men better 
inwardly by outward appliances — forms, 
ceremonies, imposing rituals, sacrifices, 
and the like; and for this purpose im- 
plicit submission of all the voluntary 
motions of the body was prescribed. 

Christianity was instituted to con- 
trol the outvoard conduct, by inward 
illumination and purification; and for 
this purpose it came as revelation of 
Truth and Love to the Individual Head 
and Heart. 

The Truth wjiich Man knows, is there- 
fore the light that is in him : The Truth 
which he does not know, is the light that 
is above him. But to be above Keason, 
and to be contrary to R-eason, are very 
distinct and different things. 

In this interpretation, I agree with 
Mr. Hughes that '*God has given to 
Man two general principles of guid- 
ance." One of these is the Reason 
which is in him, corresponding to the 
Eye ; the other is the Truth Revealed 
to him from above — corresponding to 
the knowledge which the Eye acquires 
by the agency of the Telescope. But a 
Mystery is not a Revelation ;, and so we 
must fall back, in both cases, on the 
authority of Truth, and not of mere 
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arbitraty prescription. And theirhole 
ifl at last resolyed into one principle of 
guidance for Man — namely, the law 
written in his heart, and engraved on 
his mind. And in this, the New Cove- 
nant differs radically from the Old. 

PKESCEIFnVB AUTHORITT. 

The fa^t is, and it may as well be 
uttered in plain terms, Christianity is 
Protestant to the core, essentially and 
radically, while Roman Catholicism 
embodies the prescriptive ceremonials 
and authority of Judaism, incorporated 
with much of Paganism — the aggregate 
being unlawfully baptized in Chnst's 
name I 

Alas that most Protestant sects should 
have fashioned th^ir rituals and preten- 
sions on the same principle, or by a 
similar rule I Boman Catholics conse- 
crate their places of Worship, and places 
xjf burial, and their ministers as Priests 
— and so do nearly all Protestants^— as 
if Christianity recognized any one spot 
of earth more holy than another, and 
one man more holy, or invested with 
higher divine prerogatives, than another^ 
(m the score of his office ! 

Christ himself did joone of these 
things — but such things were done by 
Judaism, and for the reason that it was 
a Religion of prescriptive authority, 
which Christianity is not Oonsider the 
following : 

1. Judaism made an arbitrary dis- 
tinction between Beasts — some of which 
were pronounced clean, and others un- 
clean. The Hog and the Camel were 
both forbidden as artSples of food, 
beciase (as I suppose) tne flesh of the 
Jormer would generate leprosy, if eaten 
to excels, and the latter was an animal 
on the familiar footing of a household 
friend. But these reasons were not as- 
signed for the prohibition — the rule 
being simply asserted, that the one gplit 
ike foot and the other did not, the fsurther 
rule being found in chewing or not 
chewing i£e cud. 

Hence the C<mty was forbidden, 
because it was like the Camel in both 
respeots— whereas the Ox and the Deer 



were allowed, because, though they spKt 
the foot like the Hog, they chewed the 
cud, which the Hog did not I 

Yet singularly enough, the Locust, 
Beetle and Grasshopper, were permitted 
as food, "arbitrarily and without rule^ 
though we can see a reason at the bottom • 
These insects frequently devastated the 
country, as though fire had passed over 
it — and the people would perish, in such 
times, if not permitted to eat the de- 
stroyer. 

All these distinctions mark Judaiem 
as a local as well m prescriptive Eeli^on. 
It was adapted to a land of Camels and 
Locusts. Christianity, on the*oontrary, 
\a not 9, local Eeligion, ibid therefore 
prescribes nothing regarding diet—* 
makes no distinction between clean and 
unclean beasts; but submits all these 
matters to the individual reason of men. 
If they have not faith in the testimony 
of the books which treat of the laws of 
health, or if observation do not teach 
them what is best, they will be likely to 
learn by experience. 

Thus Christianity leaves diet an open 
question; but Eoman Catholicism de- 
cides upen it authoritatively — sets down 
in a calendar the days on which meat 
may.be eaten, and what kind of meat, 
and how often it may be used ! What is 
this but Judaism in its minute and arbi- 
trary prescription ? 

Undoubtedly this is all well enough, 
in one respect. If gross and ignoraoi 
people have not enough common sense 
to abstain from what is injurious in the 
way of food, either as to quantity or 
quality, it is well that they should have 
a guide. My main objection to Roman 
Catholicism on this score, is, that it 
claims a special divine authority for this 
purpose. Well instructed Priests know 
the reason, but they give the people 
nothing more than the arbitrary rule. 

2. Judaism made an arbitrary dis- 
tinction between Places and other mate- 
rial things. "These were holy— those 
were unholy. It had a -central Holy 
Temple, all the furniture, and vessels 
and vestments of which were holy. 

But Christ built no Temple^ nor c<»- 
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eeeiated any one spot of earth. His 
Religion was for all realms^ and for all 
places : no looking to the East in wor- 
ship, as does the Persian — ^but seeking 
every where that God who is a Spirit, 
who is not far from every one of us, 
wherever we may be. John iv. 23, 24 ; 
Acts xvii. 24-29. 

But as the Jews worship ever toward 
Jerusalem, and the Mahometans toward 
Meoca, so the Roman Catholic looks 
ever toward St Peter's at Rome as the 
central shrine of Christ I Or if else- 
where he wonld woiship, he must have 
holy watet, holy oil, holy censor, and 
all others consecrated . material things; 
and he cannot die in peace, unless as- 
sured that his body shall be laid in 
grounds consecrated by the Church ! « 

3. Judaism made an arbitrary dis- 
tinction between Times. One day was 
holy — another was not ; and the ob- 
servance of particular times for fasts, 
and feasts, and worship, was set down 
on the score of prescription. But Christ 
enjoins none of these things, rather sub- 
mitting all such matters to the private 
judgment of his disciples. Instead of 
demanding submission of reason^ to pre- 
scriptive authoritv in reference to times 
and seasons, he left times and seasons 
in svhmdssian to reason. 

Yet Roman Cathdicism inverts 
Christ's order of things, and goes back 
to the authoritative prescription of the 
institution of Moses ! And my present 
ol:geetion is, ^at this is done by asserted 
^vine command* 

4. Judaism made an arbitrary dis- 
tinction between Persons. The Jews 
were a holy people — ^the Gentiles were 
dogs. Very much as the population of 

^ Virginia is satirically said to be divided 
into two classes, namely, first families 
and negroes. Or very much as the 
Orthodoxy of the age divides mankind 
into saints and sinners 1 

Republicanism and Protestant Christ* 
ianity ought to teach us better. Christ 



nation, station, or the like, butibeoanse 
they were Men, And the worthiness of 
these was to be estimated, not by any 
arbitrary standard, as of profession or 
appearance, but %y personal virtue. 

Accordingly, Christ selected Apostles 
as Teachers, but he consecrated no 
Priests : he gave them power over dis* 
eases, but no authority to decide for 
their feUow-men, nor to be prescriptive 
guides in any sense. He invested them 
with no dominion over the faith of the' 
people, but simply constituted them 
helpers of the joy that springs from wor* 
shipping the Father in spirit and in 
truth. 

Orthodox Christians commit several 
of the preceding errors. They consecrate 
Temples, and Times, and Priests; and 
there is popularly a peculiar veneration 
for a Meeting House, as though God 
dwelt specially in a building set apart t6 > 
His worship, — for the first day of the 
week, as though it were specially holy, 
— for a Minister, as though he were di* 
vinely appointed to stand between the 
People and their Maker. 

All these are Jewish ideas, transmitted 
through Roman Oatholictsm, In the 
Christian, and rational view, all Places, 
all Times, all Men, stand precisely on 
the same platform, respectively. Wher* 
ever, we are, when thoughts of the 
great God awaken within us the true 
feeling of devotion, and love, and trust 
-^ihere is the House of God ; and those 
thoughts are angels ascetiding through 
the Gate of Heaven, and descending with 
a blessing. 

Whenever there is this intercommuni* 
cation, that is the Christian Sabbath *, 
and by whomsoever or whatsoever, those 
thoughts are awakened within us, he or 
it is the true minister of G^. 

It does not follow that there should 
be no appointed Places and Times for 
instruction, and no Teachers of Religious 
Truth. On the contrary, I deem each 



among mankind. Jew or Gentile was 
nothing with him. He regarded men, 
not because they were this or that in 



certainly made no arbitrary distinctions' of these highly important and valuable. 



What I protest against, is, this fasteijing 
upon Christianity the Jewish, Roman 
Catholic, and orthodox notions afbresaid| 
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namely, assigning a special divine an- 
-thoritj and command for these things. 
And the same remark is applicable to 
all forms and ceremonies. 

The argument of Mr. Hughes did 
not merit so extended a Keview. Nay, 
I cannot call it an argument : it is but 
a string of assertions^ — namely, he claims 
Divine command and commission to 
teatoh, and to be a guide to God's 
people, perpetually, on the score that 
Chnstianity is a Prescriptive Religion 
appointed for that purpose, and now re- 
presented exclusively by Roman Catho- 
licism. He aims at the Orthodoxy of 
this age — and the Orthodoxy of this age 
has not the materials to answer him 
fairly, — because Roman Catholicism 
and Orthodox Protestantism adopt cor- 
responding principles. 

If I have shown that the Christian- 
ity OF Christ is iu)t a Religion of 
Prescriptive Authorityy but rather a 
Religion of Revelation to Rea^son, the 
foundation of Roman Catholicism is 
utterly destroyed. 

PROTESTANTISM, 

Far the purposes of this Review, it is 
not necessary to enquire when Apostacy 
began, nor by njhat means it progressed. 
SuSElcc it to say, that the only Church 
known by the Christian name, some 
three or four hundred years ago, existed 
in what Mr. Hughes denominates ^' the 
beauty, simplicity, and unity of the 
Catholic faith.'' 

From the bosom of that Church came 
forth doubters, dissenters, Protestants : 
in other words the ancient spirit of 
Christianity revived, and withstood 
*' St, Peter" to the face, because he was 
to be blamed ! 

That stout Monk, Martin Luther, 
hurled thoughts at the Pope, and ink- 
stands at the devil; and presently 
gathered around him, and aroused else- 
where, a host of brave hearts, who 
(while specifically protesting against 
certain oorroptions of doctrine) affirmed 
the Protestant principle, namely, the 
right of private judgment, in contra- 



distinction from the asserted authority 
of the Roman Church. It was virtu- 
ally and effectively employing Christ's 
own question : " Why even of your- 
selves judge ye not what is right?*' 
Luke xii. 57. 

The diversity of opinion incident to 
the adoption of this principle, was 
shortly represented by several sects, ' 
each known as Protestant ; and withim 
fifty years (says Mr. Hughes,) "the 
new doctrine spread on every side;'^ 
and he expresses intense wonderment 
that with the maans it appropriated, 
" the doctrine did not spread with % 
rapidity to which there is no parallel im 
the annals of the human race." 

Those means are Iwriefly enumerated, 
with especial note of '^ the accumulated 
religious and charitable offerings of 
Catholic generations for a thousand 
years," together with magnificent 
Churches and liberally endowed Uni- 
versities. "All, all passed promptly 
into the hands of Protestantism.'^ 

This is undoubtedly true : and it li 
also true that the Protestants who ob- 
tained control of these treasures and 
other advantages, did not aecomplisk 
so much by their instrumentality tm 
worldly wisdom might have predicted. 

But Mr. Berg's reply is not Bati»> 
factory. Unqmestionably he is correct . 
in naming tbe^ alliance of Church and 
State as one of the causes of ill suo- 
cess; but it must be remembered thai 
Roman Catholicism prospered under 
a corresponding union, or control of th« 
government of England^ nay, it was 
by such fellowship that the Catholies 
were enabled to amass the treasures re- 
ferred to. But the least satisfactory 
part of Mr. Berg's reply, relates to thle • 
direct means by which they were acci>- 
mulated— as follows : 

^< Why has not Protestantism gained even 
a stronger position in Britain? It oMained 
iiamense resources in the forfeited revenues 
of the Papacy! Aye^ and it took the curs* 
that "^as upon that treasure, also! God 
hates robbery for a bumt-bffering. How 
bad it been amassed ? By the most unblus)^ 
ing frauds! B|y extortion the moat heart- 
less!" 
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This is strongly expressed, and mb^ 
decidedly true ; but any diminished 
value of treasures thus accumulated by 
a corrupt Church, might be at least 
balanced by its increased value if devot- 
ed to the purposes of a pure Church. 
I question whether any Missionary Soci- 
ety, Catholic or Protestant, would scru- 
ple to accept Captain Kidd's money, (if 
it could be found) for the reason that it 
had been amassed by piracy, or even 
murder. The maxim would prevail, 
that " the devil's money is good enough 
to fight him with ;" and I doubt whether 
even Mr. Berg would advise the refusal 
of a liberal donation to the Bible Society, 
if tendered by the Pope of Rome ! 

There are better reasons than the 
foregoing. In the first place, Henry 
Vin. was a stem Head for the State, 
but rather a questionable Head for the 
English Protestant Church. Edward* 
VI. was vastly a better, but he was 
iuperstitious. " Bloody Mary " turned 
thmgs over with a strong hand; and 
Elizabeth was hardly a fit Queen to put 
things in order. 

But, in the second place, those trea- 
sures were not judiciously appropriated. 
They were employed in perpetuating a 
Church of Authority by another name, 
and with another Head than the Pope. 
Certain doctrines and pretensions of 
Rome were made points of protest — but 
the Protestant principle was restricted, 
and therefore perverted. Not perverted 
by eoctension, as Mr. Berg would express 
it— for that is impossible— but per- 
verted by restriction. 

In 1663, for 'example. Forty-two Ar- 
ticles of Beligion were adopted ; and so 
stringent and ;uinute were they that 
. the last of the series was a condemna- 
tion of those who endeavored " to re- 
store the pernicious opinion that all men 
shall at last be saved.'' * This Article 
uxd two others were stricken out ten 



years afterwards, under Elizabeth, leav- 
ing the present number, Thirty-nine.* 

I mention the first of these facts, as 
a sample of how keen-sighted were the 
heresy-hunters of the New Hierarchy, 
Let it also be observed that the " en- 
deavor " referred to, was but the strug- 
glii^ of a spirit that sought to cojnplete 
the Reformation. The doctrine that 
all men shall at last be saved, was not 
finally condemned by the then existing 
Church dignitaries, until the Fifth Gene- 
ral Council in 663.J But there seems 
to have been a reservation of the genius 
of the sentiment, for the benefit of 
delinquent Christian professors — as ex- 
pressed in the doctrine of purgatory,. 

Let me declare, plainly, that I have^ 
no fellowship with the Roman Catholic 
notions of Works of Supererogation, 
Penal Fires, Prayers and Masses for the 
Dead, and the like ; but, in my judg- 
ment, the Reformers abandoned the 
most sublime feature of Roman Catho- 
licism, when they struck out the doc- 
trine of Purgatory. Redeemed from 
the corruptions above named, and re- 
stored to its original universality, it is 
the ultimate of God's Revelation to me* 

But the spirit that sought " to rmtore 
this pernicious opinion," was condemned 
as aforesaid, and an interdict thus placed 
on private judgment, in that respect 
and in many others. And it was this 
practical denial of the Protestant prin- 
ciple, that hindered the progress of the 
Reformation in England. 



* " XLIL AU men not to be saved at last. 
They also deserve t6 be condemned who en- 
deayor to restore that pernicious opinion 
tiiat all m«B (though ncTer so ungodly) shall 
at last be saved; when for a certain time, 
appointed by the Pitine Justice, they haye 



endured punishment for their sins com- 
mitted.", 

* I cannot now refer to ihe authorities, 
but a Memorandum before me, states that 
"in 1648, Parliament passed an Act con- 
demning to IMPRISONMENT all such persons as 
should publish or maintain that all men shaU 
be saved, and to death such as denied future 
punishment, ^This Act was abrogated by sta- 
tute in the time of Cromwell." 

f An infallible Church, it' would seem, 
should decide by instinct, and not by vote. The 
Papacy did not then exist, but Councils voted 
certain doctrines true and others false, and 
demanded the submission of the people — ^very 
much as Town Councils now pass ordinance! 
to impound stray cattle I 
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I rejoice in the great good wrought 
in ftnd by that ancient and glorions 
kingdom. With all its faults, I honor 
it, esp^ially because it has always (with 
brief interruptions) protested against 
Papal (mthortty. But if the Reforma- 
tion had severed ihe connexion of Church 
and State, and if the Protestant princi- 
ple had there been thoroughly recog- 
nized for three centuries past, I cannot 
doubt that the essential elements of 
Roman Catholicism would now be moul- 
dering in their own ashes, self-con- 
sumed. 

► If the treasures accumulated by Mon- 
kish appeals to the superstitious fears 
of the ignorant, had been appropriated 
to the education ofthepeopUj instead of 
applied to the luxurious pomp of cleri- 
cal paupers,''^ old England would this 
day laugh at the newly-appointed Arch- 
bishop of Westminster, and welcome 
him to his desolate See. 

After specifying some of the king- 
doms which f^otestantism overrun in 
the first fifty years of its history, Mr. 
Hughes adds, '' And it met a successful 
resistance only on the western borders 
of Europe " — that is, Ireland. 

Great God ! what a fit bulwark of 
the Roman Catholic Church 1 ^What a 
fit barrier to the farther progress of the 
Protestant principle I 

Yes, the ancient doctrine that every 
man has a right to think for himself, 
met a successful resistance among the 
sensuous, ignorant masses oi the South 
of Ireland! A people not capable of 
self-thought, clung with tenacity to the 
priestly thinkers who had for ages at- 
tended to that small department in their 
behalf, and courageously resisted the 
inroads of a principle which would re- 
quire them to think for themselves ! 

And now, in this nineteenth century 
of enlightment, Mr. Hughes glories in 
the remembrance, that there was ^' one 
western border of Europe (namely, Ire- 
land) upon which the eye of the pilgrim 



* I allude to tbe dignitaries and * *■ farmiiig ** 
Eectors. .The small-pay Rectors and the 
laborious Curatie>s are wc^thy of all honor. 



to this free hemisphere should re#t for 
the last time, as upon Catholic soil!'' 

Tes, and the low civilization of the 
dwellers on that Catholic soil, from time 
immemorial, is a burning comm^tary 
on the boasted illustration of Mr. 
Hughes. And I know not which is 
the more melancholy — the misrule of 
the crozier, or the ignorance which gives 
to that orozier its power. 

Of course I speak of the masses, and 
of them with sorrow and not in con- 
demnation. ** And I speak of their con-' 
ditiou, not in the way of personal re* 
preach, but in answer to the boast 
that Ireland successfully resisted llie 
progress of the Protestant principle.* 
^ To these shores of ours, tiiere come 
lyearly, from the Old World, multitudes 
of people, seeking homes in this free 
(and essentially Protestant) hemii^here. 
They are welcome. Among them there 
are men of fine education and other 
honorable qualifications ) and I hav« 
seen and know too much of the kitelli- 
gence and integrity of many Irish Ro- 
man Catholics^ to deny these ezce|jtions. . 
I am happy to acknowledge them. 
, But when I consider the myriads who 
come hither from Ireland, and who are 
crowded into and around our Roman 
Catholic Churches^ and -are stirewed 
along our Bail Roads and Caitals, I aek 
myself, and I ask ^o«, whether it is any 
disparagement of the Protestant princi- 
ple^ that it was successfully resisted bj 
people such as these ? 

Yet h{^y their posterity^ nndet iho 
benign infiuence of our Republican in* 
stitutions, shall by and by be fr^ed (in 
the sprit if not in the letter) from the 
degrading thraldom of Church authority, 
and rejoice in that genius of Protestan* 
tism which shall finally encircle the 
earth with the glory of God. 



* To say that there are communities or 
districts in Protestant land8«' m which th^ 
people are as ignorant aam the South of 
Ireland, does not laeet mj argumeirt. 'Tbe 
foUy and weakness of Mr. Hughes, ^(Auuat 
in urging the resistance of telf-ihrngki by % 
grossly igncNrant people, aa a eommeadatioa 
of them and of Botnan Catholicism t^ 
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LATITUPINABIANISM. 

TVe l)eeliii6 of Protestantism asserted; 
and sought to be prored, by Mr. 
Hngfies^ was evidently not his ultimate 
thought. He aimed to make it appear 
ihBi Roman Catholicism is advancing , 
Bot iimply by the natural increase of 
the ioman Catholic population, but by 
<ionv^rfflons of Protestants and large 
ftcce^ions firom the Pa^an world. His 
observation has shown him, that peq)le 
usually sacrifice most, and work most 
dili^ntly, when they feel that the 
oaust in which they are ^gaged \s 
prospering, and that generally the 
masi^ relax their efforts, being dis- 
hearjened, when they see or feel that 
they^are losing ground. 

Hmce Mr. Hughes has made a vigor- 
ous attempt to prove that Protestantism 
is diclining, so that Boman Catholics 
on tie one hand may be stimulated to 
renelred exertions by the prophecy of 
apeety triumph, and that Protestants 
<m tie other may bo dispirited by the 
pros^ot or prediction of final over- 
ihrov. 

It must be confessed that he has 
adroitly managed his argument ; and 
it mist also be conceded that Mr. Berg 
hta tiade a strong case to the contrary. 

Btt the most startling facts— *facts on 
which the former relied with greatest 
vehetnence of confidence — are either 
passid over in silence bj the latter, or 
imswered in a very unsatisfactory man- 
ner. So it appears to me, and I sub- 
mit 4ie following as an exemplification : 

T4je strongest point urged by Mr. 
Hngl^s against Protestantism, is the 
XtotUudinarianism which is incidental, 
io saf the least of it, to the concession 
of the right of private judgment. And 
he pats the case very fairly. The 
Barli^st Protestant sects (as he truly 
IMMerls) held to the doctrine of the 
Xriiiiiy and its adjuncts, as still set 
forlji in the Orthodox creed. But (and 
I 'here quote his own language,} ''in 
Germany , the doctrines of the ^initt 
are now held, if held at all, only by 
the uneducated and i£norant; but as 
Soii yotur preachers in me pulpit; as for 



your doctors of Theology, ami great 
men of every department, they have no 
conception of any such belief."* 

Mr. Hughes also states the fact that 
in Geneva, the doctrine of the Trinity 
is discarded, Unitarianism having sub- 
verted and supplanted it. 

There can be no doubt that there are 
eminent men — eminent for both learn- 
ing ai^d piety — who still maintain the 
doctrine of the Trinity and its connex« 
ions, in Germany and in Oeneva. Bui 
it is useless to attempt disguising the 
fact, that in the countries respectively 
in which Martin Luther and John 
Calvin thundered the Beformation until 
Papacy quaked to its Boman centra- 
there, in the very scenes of their 
victory, Unitarianism now holds a 
prominent position, avowed and pro^ 
claimed by the most distinguished men. 

It would seem that such results of 
denying the Papal dominion, should 
have been met by some sort of specific 
reply — But Mr. Berg, in the exercise 
probably of a prudence that took coun- 
sel of lus fears, has passed them over 
in silence 1 They are grouped with all 
forms of departure from Orthodox 
standards, and on the wholo he pro- 
nounces iiie following summary verdict : 

^<Mr. Hu^es charges all the fonni of 
«rroT which gpring from the penrer^ion and 
abase of the right qt private judgment upon 
the principle itself .... The sins of fiifi- 
delity and Bationalism are not legitimate 
Tesults of the Protestant principle. Thej 
are abnses which Protestantism condemns, 
and which it 'never has originated.'' 

This is truly a sweeping paragraph. 
It is worthy the palmiest days of 
Popery. Mr. Berg has an undoubted 
right to designate all forms of opinion 
which do not coincide with his own, as 
forms of error ; but when he declares 
that all who do not believe substantially 
as he believes, have abused and per- 
verted the right of private judgment, 
he "o^t-Herod's Herod." Koman 
Catholicism flatly denies that right, and 



* Such snjbstantially has also been tlte 
testimony regarding the doctrine of endleis 
poiiishment in Qermany. ; 
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is eonsistent in this position^ from first 
to last ; but Mr. Berg first concedes the 
right, and then denies it in practice ! 
This is one point of distinction between 
Catholic Popery and Protestant Popei^. 

The representative of the former 
mentions the fact that Trinitarianism 
has been supplanted by Unitarianism, 
which (as hs argues) is an illustration 
of the Latitudinarian tendency, and 
therefore presumptive falsity, of Pro- 
testantism : The representative of the 
latter cannot deny the feet ; and as his 
only means of evading the shock of his 
adversary's argument, he so qualifies 
and restricts the right of private judg- 
ment, as virtually to abandon the Pro- 
testant principle ! 

In iiisvoracular opinion, Unitarianism 
is one of the forms of error which Pro- 
testantism condemns, on the score that 
Unitarians have abused and .perverted 
the right of private judgment — that is, 
because they have interpreted the' Bible 
fbr themselves ! And of course the 
Quakers, the Universalists, and other 
Christian Professors, must be classed 
under the general term of Infidelity, 
and excluded from the Protestant pale 1 

The whole matter may be thus illus- 
trated : A Church is established which 
claims authority to smell in behalf of 
all men, because, in being divinely ap- 
pointed for that purpose, it was fur- 
nished with an infallible olfactory 
nerve — so acute in its sensibilities as to 
scent the least taint of heresy afar off. 

In process of time certain men, 
known as Beformers, came to the con- 
clusion, that as every man had been 
created with a nose, it was fair to pre- 
sume that it was meant to be used; 
and so they protested specifically against 
certain items in the canon of smells, 
and absolutely against the alleged au- 
thority and infa,llibilify of the Church 
olfactory nerve — establishing as a prin- 
ciple, known as the Protestant principle, 
that every man had a right to smell for 
himself. 

In seeking to eradicate this heretical 
doetrine, the Church Oracle shows that 
the now principle tends to Latitudinari- 



anism of smelling — that up to the 
period of the protest aforesaid, the 
Church had subsisted in the beautr^ 
simplicity and unity of one in&llibio 
nose — that since that period no tea 
noses of the Protestants had smelt all 
things precisely alike — that tils ii 
contrary to all the notions of antiquity 
in relation to the utility of that organ—- 
and that the new doctnne is accouitable 
for all known hwesies in the wiy of 
smelling. 

Forthwith a branch of the Grtliodox 
olfactory replies, that though everj man 
has a right to smell for himself^ it is 
an ^buse and perversion of the Potest- 
ant principle to pronounce any thing 
savory that is not included it the 
Orthodox list of odors ! 

Seriously, this appears to be the sum 
of the distinction between the great Pope- 
dom and the little Popedoms of Christen- 
dom. The authoritative claims of the 
Infallible Boman Nose are both rdicn- 
lous and contemptible ; nor would your 
Synods and Consistories make anT|cor- 
responding pretensions, (differing only 
in the matter of infallibility) were it not 
for the presumed evils of Latitudinari- 
anism aforesaid. 

For myself, I profess to be a Chris- 
tian, and claim the title, because I take 
my stand on the Bock upon which the 
Great Teacher declared he would build 
his Church — namely, the Truth that he 
is the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
And I concede the title of Christian to 
every man who occupies a similar posi- 
tion, and who desires to be knoim by 
that name, whatever may be the pecu^ 
liarities of his interpretation of the 
Bible — unless it be clear that he hae 
adopted the title for sinister purposes. 
This, however, must not be inferred 
from suspicions and presumptions incon- 
sistent with his general moral character* 

And the right of private judgment 
which I claim for myself, and for all 
other professing Christiwis, I cheerfully 
grant to every other man, be he Pagaii| 
Jew, Nothingarian, or Sceptic. 

Each individual must have fellowriiip 
for opinions that harmonize with hia 
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owDjI and ccmn^i have fellowship for 
thoB^ that are antagonistic. Sympathy 
and elective affinity will gather men 
into groups, churches, or parties, Social, 
Beli|ious or Political; and each of 
thes€ implies a lesser or greater com- 
pronnse, not necessarily of principle or 
oons<(ence, but of silence or toleration 
on daputed points — b^use no two men 
Bee ail things precisely alike. 

" But suppose a man does not believe 
that f esus is the Christ, the Son of the 
living God — what then?** Why then 
lie is not a Christian, and is not likely 
to coTet the name. That is all. Would 
you dpny him the right of private 
jndgnent on that account? If you 
'WouU, it must be on the Koman 
Catholic ground of authority : if you 
irouU not, it is hardly consistent to 
aaeeit an abuse bnd perversion of the 
Protestant principle. 
• Diversity of opinion is its necessary 
attendant, unless absolute Science fur- 
nish the matter of inquiry. In Mathe- 
xnati^ there is no such diversity, 
1>ecais6 demonstration excludes doubt. 
But In Morals, Religion, Government, 
demonstration will scarcely be affirmed, 
though unity may be approximated by 
investigation. 

And is this diversity, on the whole, 
.an evil ? Certainly it is not so in the 
Mechanic Arts, and the like— r-but Mr. 
Hugles assumes that it is an evil in 
respeet of Religion — for he treats in 
rapture of the unity of belief once sub- 
aisting in the Roman Catholic Church, 
by tie prescription of authority, and 
laments, in dolorous phrase, the dis- 
turbance created by Protestantism ! And 
Mr. Berg is evidently troubled to an- 
swer the difficulty of Latitudinari- 
anism, — Let me show, if I can, that the 
former is out of a true reckoning, and 
that the latter is alarmed without cause. 

We speak with confidence of our 
Republican form of Government, and 
glorify it in contrast with the Despotisms 
of the Old World. 

In a Despotism, the will of the Ruler 
i» absolute^ nor i» any qiystioning or 



modification of his authority allowable. 
All must T>ow implicitly to his dictum. 
From the Ruler downwards, throughout 
all ranks and classes, even to the 
remotest extremity, the will of the 
sovereign is absolute. This is the 
principle of Roman Catholicism applied 
to the State — there being in each the 
presumption (if not the assertion) of 
infallibility. In both of these, there- 
fore, the right of private judgment is 
denied. 

In our Republican government, on the 
contrary, the right of private judgment 
necessarily exists — ^because all its powers 
are derived from the People. No one is 
required to abandon his opinions^ or cease 
their utterance > but, for the purposes 
of a social state and its outward arrange- 
ments, the will of the majority rules. 
We are Democratic in our primary 
assemblies— iJcpuWican in our repre- 
sentative system — and Federal in the 
Union of the States. 

To this entire arrangement, the Des- 
potism of the Roman Catholic Church 
is radically opposed. It asserts absolute 
authority, residing in the Pope ^lone, or 
in the Pope and Cardinals jointly. It 
is the asserted prerogative of the 
Church to rule absolutely : such is also 
the asserted prerogative of a Political 
Despotism — the divine right of Kings 
being of the same species as the divine 
right of Priests. And in both cases it is 
the duty of the People implicitly to obey. 

The point I desire to reach is this : 
The right of private judgment, which 
underlies our entire political compact, 
implies freedom of speech and the press 
— each man being responsible for its 
abuse, namely, when he trespasses on 
the rights of others ; and this is Latitu- 
dinarianism in Politics. Is the tendency 
evil? 

Undoubtedly the freedom referred to 
develops great diversity of opinion, and 
this diversity is presently aggregated 
in parties, great or small. And would 
Mr. Hughes propose the consolidation 
of the People under an absolute King, 
in order to produce perfect unity ? . Or 
would Mr. Berg deny that *^ every man 
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lias a perfect moral right to think as 
he pleaseS; in matters of" politioal 
eeonomj ? The question is, not vhe- 
ther a man shonld be restrained from 
doing wrong, bat whether he should be 
denied the right to think as he pleases, 
aind to utter his thoughts. " In our Free 
Land, even Treason is an overt aet, 
namely, ^* giving aid and comfort to an 
enemy'' — ^but in a Despotism, a word 
spoken for universal liberty, or against 
absolute authority in any sense, is 
treason/ ^ 

I press the questi<m: Would Mr. 
Berg interpose the arm of authority, to 
prevent the conflicts of opinion, or the 
formation of parties before referred to ? 
If he would, he has the apint of 
Detpotismf and is not a Bepublican at 
heart 

I do not thus charge him<»*but a man 
who ean speak, as he has done^ of the 
abuse and perversion of the Plrotestant 
right of private judgment, for the pur- 
pose of avoiding the charge of Latitudi- 
narianism urged by Beugious Despo- 
tism, is not far from being a Eoman 
Catholic in princ^le. The most that 
can be conceded to him, is, a sort of 
middle position between the Protest- 
antism of Republicanism and the Papacy 
of Despotism— ^namely, a little of one 
and a little of the other*— in one word, 
he stands on the platform of a Limited 
Monarchy. Ho is willing to concede 
any* amount of liberty to £e People that 
will not trench on the prerogatives of the 
Aristocracy,'^ as much private judg- 
ment to tM Peojiie as will not interfere 
with the authority of ike Church! 

But let me tell Messrs. Hughes and 
Berg, that'ttll the Rationalism (as used 
in an odious sense,) all the Mesmeric 
interpretation of Miracles, all the Scep- 
ticism in the world combined, have 
not wrought so much mischief as has 
resulted from Practical InMelity to 
€k)d by doubting the indestructibility 
of His Truth. 

Practical Infidelity crucified Christ, 
and is crucifying hha every day. It 
has buiU Procurustean bedsteads, with 
not «veii the expansive and contractive 



properties of cast-iron^ It has sought 
to debar the free expression oi thought 
by prescribing religious tests. It hag 
established Inquisitions, and wrought 
curious instruments to torture thetflesh| 
with the hypocritical intent of doing 
eood to the soul. It has kindled the 
faggots at the stake, and buried Catho* 
lies or Protestants as heretics, accord- 
ing to the standard for the time in the 
ascendancy of power. 

This, my brothers, aU thb, and more^ 
has been done by that Practical /ri^ 
ddity to God which prates of the Lad- 
tudinarianbm of Protestantism ; and it 
is only a modified form of *the same 
Infidelity, which seeks to evade the 
force of the charge, by restricting the 
right of private judgment. 

Kindred also in spirit is he who 
treats, directly or by inference, of Reli- 
gion as a dry post planted in the groondi 
and who strives by budding and mfl- 
ing to make it blossom and bear nruit^ 
But all his efibrts are vain — ^for his 
buds and grafts will perish^ and tke dry 
post will rot, and die. 

He, on the contrary, who behdds is 
man's moral nature the seed of heavoi 
which shall germinate, and spring up- 
ward into the licht, as the roots strike 
deep into the qoiu — ^he alone has a vital 
reverence for the testimony of die living 
God. Such an one prescribes no arbi- 
trary tests— builds no fires of martyr- 
dom — forges no manacles for thesoul-^ 
obstructs not the soul's speech ; for he 
k^ows that you cannot eradicate Reli- 
gion without utter inversion of mtn's na- 
ture — ^and this the Creator has barred. 
And he holds that whoever denies the 
right of private judgment, -or restricts 
its exercise, is an Infidel in the sight 
of heaven, be he professedly Protestant 
or Papist, because he thus unmans 
Man, and therein dishonors God. 

And lot me say to all doubting and 
fearful souls of all creeds, tb^ the 
Christianity/ of Christ is not a Pyramid 
on its apex, that demands the trussels 
and props of human device or authori^ 
to prevent it froin falling—but it is a 
Pyramid Oj^ its base, established on Xke 
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Book. Latitadinarianism is but ihe 
dnfing wind that blows the dust of tlie 
Des^ upon it Boman Catholicism may 
enccmber it with relicsi and mitres, and 
old tmoth-eaten documents; and the 
timid Chorches of a Pseudo-Protestan- 
tism may be terrified lest it be over- 
turned, ffhe Christianity of Christ is 
neTortheless a Pyramid on its base, oyer 
whiok the tempest may howl in its im- 
potent fury, and the lightnings may 
flashj and mutterings and thunderings 
be in the dark cloud that sometimes 
lowe^ on its summit — ^but it shall abide 
forever. 

XVILS OP ROMAN OATHOIIO AUTHORITY. 

I oonclude therefore that the alleged 
or sutpected evils of Latitudinarianism 
are nore imaginary than real ; and if 
we now turn to the evils of the Boman 
Catholic principle of authority, in denial 
of th$ right of private judgment, we 
shall fnd that they are more real than 
imaginary. 

I^t us begin by noting how degrading 
the reflection must be to a man of even 
ordinary understanding, that he is not 
permitted to think for himself in mat- 
ters of the nearest concern. In any 
branch of Philosophy or History, in any 
department of science, in any ramifica- 
tion of Social, Literary or Political in- 
terest, the mind is left free — with the 
reservation, also ! that no result must 
be admitted in conflict with the authori- 
tative prescription of the Church ! 

But still the man rejoices in the 
liberty of thorough research ; and if he 
should think at all, he must feel de- 
graded in his own regard, when he re- 
flects that his &ith and conscience are 
in the keeping of a Priest — ^whose faith 
and conscience are in the keeping of a 
Bishop — whose faith and conscience are 
in the keeping of the Pope of Bome* — 

* I gpeak of him only as Pope, The pre- 
sent incumhent is represented as a very 
worthy and courteous Man, When we add 
hifl position as^ Political Prmee, we haTo the 
three-fold means of interpretation eiyoyed 
by Roman Oatholios. 

If the Pope should be a ti^ lieentioiis 



whose faith and oonsoienee are— the 
Lord only knows where I 

Such implicit submission; and tiie 
authority which forbids any activity of 
thought in the direction of heavenly 
things, must needs afi^ the intellec- 
tual faculties injuriously. The stoutest 
arm, if so bandaged and slung as to 
prevent muscular action, would dwindle 
away and become powerless; and the 
most brilliant mind in the universe, 
would become dim and stolid, if it could 
be debarred^ the exercise of thought. 

Boman Catholicism appeals to a blind 
credulity alone ; and if the principle of 
authority were applied to all other topics 
as it is to that of Beligion, every man 
who submitted to it would become '^ an 
idiot, with great mooney eyes, crying 
' good; good,' to every thing put into 
his mouth." This is, indeed, a fit illus- 
tration of that submt$8i(m of recaon to' 
Church authority, which Mr. Hughes 
pronounces both "rational and na- 
tural I" r 

Can it be possible that a principle is 
of Crod, which, if applied to all our 
powers, would be productive . of such 
awfal results as these ? 

And yet it is to this principle of au- 
thority, and to its demanded submission^ 
that Mr. Hughes clings, with a grip 
which indicates his conviction that if 
he loses thisy he loses all. And he sees 
that he cannot stop half-way — as Mr. 
Berg has done with the Protestant 
principle. 

Accordingly, Mr. Hughes faults «Pro- 
testantism, because no ten of its pro- 
fessors believe precisely alike in all 
respects ) and he sets forth the substance 
of a Pagan's answer to Protestant Mis- 
sionaries : " You come to us ponflieting 
in doctrine. We shall remain as we 
are till you agree among yourselves.''* 



wretch, he is so only as a Man, It he goTem 
the State in snch a way as to excite tiie abhor- 
rence of us Republicans, he does it merely 
08 a Prince, As a Man, he may be both fallible 
and unholy ras a Ptinee, he may err in both 
principle and policy ; but as the Pope, he is 
infallible, and therefore abeolutel 
* An a&eodote is related of the elder 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



22 



EOICAK OATHOLIOISM AKB PBOTlSTAKTtSM. 



Mr. HngHes sees^ but he would not 
probably confess so much, even to him- 
self; that the answer of his wise Pagan 
bears as hard against Eepublicanism as 
against Protestantism. "Your Demo- 
crats, and your Whigs, and your Free 
Soilers, and your Woman-righters— O, 
no : I do not Uke your Latitudinarianism. 
We will remain In our barbarous state 
until you agree among yourselyes." 

Mr. Hughes however steps forward, 
, and says : " You are right — but there 
is something better than Republican- 
ism. Despotism obviates all those «vils. 
Nicholas allows of no expressed diflGer- 
ences of opinion — neither does the Pope. 
We Roman Catholics are all agreed 
among ourselves. Let me therefore re- 
commend to you a Despotism in both 
State and Church I" 

Either this is the result of Mr. 
Hughes' objection to the lack of unity 
among Protestants, as urced by his 
Pagan Philosopher, or the objection has 
not a particle of weight. And if such 
be its result, the prescriptive unity of 
Roman Catholicism is responsible, ec- 
clesiastically, for all the corresponding 
evils of Despotism, politically. 

So closely indeed does Mr. Hughes 
coincide with his Pagan pupil, in rela- 
tion to strict unity of opinion on reli- 
gious matters, as to maintain, that of 
the millions of Roman Catholics, there 
cannot be found ten persons " in whose 



Adams, to the following purport : He was 
applied to for a donaUon toward sending 
Missionaries to the Heathen. He thus re- 
plied: "There ara four Clergymen in this 
town, of as many different denominations, 
who Will not exchange pulpit, services with 
each other. I will contribute liberally to the 
support of a mission for their conversion." 

The point of the anecdote is not against 
difference of opinion^ but against that bigotry 
of spirit which will not consent to occupy the 
common platform of courtesy and charity. — 
The most liberal Universalist and the sternest 
Presbyterian, could find abundance of sub- 
jects on which to discourse, in pulpit ex- 
changes, wiJbhout either of them being obliged 
to touch upon the peculiarities of the other. 
All that is required would be, for each to say 
to himself, " It is no farther flrom my house 
to my neighbor's, than it is from his to mine.'' 



inmost souls exist the,slig?Ue$t deviation 
from the doctrines of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church I" Nay, he insists that those 
millions of Roman Catholics '^ a^ree on 
allpointSf in substance AND DETAIL I" 
^ He cannot know . this to be true, 
because the assertion regards myriads 
of persons whom he never snw, and of 
whom he never heard ezceptine in the 
guessing of numbers, and idso because 
it regards the <^ inmost souls'' of the 
people, of which none but God can 
judge. And I have not learned that to 
Roman Catholic authority and in/oMi' 
hility there has been added a claim to 
Omniscience, 

Certainly the history of the Roman 
Catholic Church abundantly proves, 
that there has been great diversity of 
opinion among its adherents. There 
have been most bitter and violent con- 
troversies among tKe dignitariesj on 
questions which would have broken the 
Church into fragments, had they not 
been settled by Councils, or adjusted by 
compromise — very much as a Caucus, 
or' the rival candidates or wings of a 
Political Party, frequently attain unity I 

But I will not rest on this point. 
Rather let us admit the perfeot unity 
claimed as now subsisting — and then ' 
scan the melancholy/ spectacle ! 

How differently things are viewed bj 
different men ! To Mr. Hughes there 
appears to be admirable beauty, gran- 
deur, glory, in the perfect unity afore- 
said — while to me it is one of the sorriest 
of imaginable things. Such unity 
could not possibly be produced by any- 
thing short of absolute despotism oa 
the part of the Church, and the most 
abject prostration on the part of the 
People. It is such a unity as does not 
exist on any branch of Science even. 
Mathematics only excepted. 

And when we consider the constita- 
tional diversities of mind, any suoh 
state of things as is boasted by Mr. 
Hughes — a perfeot agreement on aO 
points, in substance and detail, withoat 
the slightest deviation — a unity boasted 
necessarily as the result of prescription 
and authority, — ^it is a |;lorying in the 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



ROMAN OATHOnOlSM AKB PB0T£gTANTI81lf. 



18 



most shameful or shameless abuse of ab- 
solute power. 

Yet that despotic authority is boasted 
in several shapes. Mr. Hughes re- 
proadies Protestantism with having 
"lost all central force" — with having 
no check on a man who preaches con,- 
trary to i Orthodoxy. *'If a man 
preaches error/' says he, "what right 
has any authority on earth to rebuke 
himr 

Unquestionably, we have no authority 
of the sort asserted by Mr. Hughes, and 
we consider this one of the most admi- 
rable things of Protestantism. If a 
man should preach Democracy in Russia, 
he would be lucky if he found quarters 
in Siberia, with a back scarred by the 
knout— but Republicans would hardly 
approve the argument. 

We do not know precisely what sort 
of authority to restrain heretical notions 
Mr. Hnghes would recommend. We 
hare heard of deep, dark dungeons, 
and thumbscrews,.and the like — ^but the 
New York dignitary would not probably 
hint at such things as these; and we 
can tell him plainly that the true Pro- 
testant principle is, " an open field and 
fair play,'' in Religion as well as in 
Politics. And if Truth and Reason do 
not succeed, we claim no right to em- 
•ploj either Rack or Gag. 

In this free land there is no inqui- 
sition, nor is any bodily violence per- 
mitted to Priest or Bishop. How then 
would Mr. Hughes undertake to rebuke 
ajid check Roman Catholics who should 
express doubt as to Transubstantiation, 
or any other doctrine of the Church ? 
He cannot undertake to prove to their 
understandings, by Bible or Reason, 
that the doubted doctrine is true. Let 
me tfll you plainly, my Catholic 
brothers 1 that yoitr Priests and Bishops 
are forbidden to reason with you, if so 
be that you are not satisfied with any 
point of doctrine. They are forbidden 
by the spirit of your Church, for if they 
reason with yow, they admit your right 
to reason with them. One step farther 
18 the right of private judgment — and 
Mil it li^testanUiim t 



How then shall Mr. Hughes rebuke 
and check doubtibgs among Roman 
Catholics ? Only by reminding them 
of the Church's Authority to decide 
absolutely on all such matters, and 
he compels submissioti by racking the 
conscience with fears of tell, and 
shuts their mouths by the terrors ot 
anathema ! 

ye Roman Catholics who are pro- 
fessedly Republicans! je who would 
rather be struck dead m your tracks, 
than suffer your Hmbs to be chained in 
slavery! How can you reconcile your- 
selves to such abject submission to 
Church authority I I should be sorry to 
give real cause of offence to any man; 
but I regard it a Common Sense axiom, 
as applied to all questions, Politics and 
Religion included, that " he who cannot 
reason, is a fool ; he who wiH not rea- 
son, is a BIGOT ; he who dare not reason, 

is a SLAVE.'' 

And so also the masses of Roman 
Catholics are forbidden to become 
members of the Masonic Institution, 
Odd Fellows, Sons of Temperance, and 
the like, lest there, on the platform 
of a common Humanity, they should 
imbibe some ideas or principles which 
would weaken the authoritative con- 
trol of conscience, asserted by the 
Church. 

And thus, in every phase of this 
controversy, the Roman Catholic in- 
terdict of the individual intellect is visi- 
ble; and the be^nning, and progress, 
and ending of the theory, is, submis- 
sion of reason to the authority of the 
Church! 

This is a higher prerogative than 
even the Supreme God himself ever 
asserted — for the entire Revelation of 
the Bible is in the spirit of the invita- 
tion, " Come, now, and let us SEASON 
together, saith the Lord." 

1 respectfully submit that these sam- 
ples of the evils attending the pre* 
scriptive unity of the Roman Catholic 
Church, greatly overbalance any Lati- 
tudinarian consequent of adoptingithtf 
Protodtant principle. 
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^ ^moum or fEonsTANxiaM. 

Bat I must pass to notice some of 
tlie additional reasons of Mr. Hughes 
for affirming ^the Decline of Protest^ 
antism. 

First in order, and as connected with 
the ascendancy of XJnitarianism, he 
says that in Calvin's day, " if a man 
in Geneva professed disbelief in the 
Trinity, he ran the risk of capital 
.punishment. Bat now, how changed I 
if a man in that city, at the present 
day, wrofesses to believe in the Trinity, 
as Gailvin believed it, he will not be 
burned to death — he will only be 
laughed at r 

The change fi'om Trinitarianism to 
Unitarianism is Mr. Hughes' proof of 
the Decline of Protestantism in Geneva j 
-but in my poor way of thinking, the 
.whole connexion shows a very nappy 
advaTice — forasmuch as it is vastly 
b^ter to laugh at a mas than to bum 
him I This may not consist with Mr. 
Hughes' idea of how a heretic should 
be dealt with. Better, in hii^ judgment, 
that such an one should be exterminated/ 
9S was Michael 8ervetus, the Unitarian 
Spamard of Calvin's day. 

But light is progressing, and the true 
Protestant of this year of grace, deems 
it more consistent to laugh at an errorist 
than to bum him. Such a change is 
quite pleasant in the way of contempla- 
tion t 

If, in the second place, we look at 
the Protestant Churches in France, we 
must agree with Mr. Hughes that they 
are ^<£iU and dark.'' Very "chill and 
dark.'' 

Once it was not so— bat the night of 
8t. Bartholomew in 1752, was a festival 
df hot blood doing the deed of darkness. 
There was no Icntghing at errorists 
THBN, except as demons mock the 
iproans of the dying, and sing Te In/er- 
Mum Lau^muB over the gory and 
liaggard dead I 

fao not impute that awful an, nor 
the^retiouBbatcheries of Languedoc, to 
the Roman Oatholiesof thia.age. TbazJc. 



Grod, the massacre of the Huguenots, an^ 
Waldenses and Albigenses, is now eouf 
demned, and sought to be either denied 
or explained away. All the bloody 
doings of two (a three centuries ago, on 
both sides of the controversy, are repro- 
i)atedin this ninete^ith century. Ship- 
ping and branding and hanging Qua- 
xers, and Baptists and Witches, aro 
also condemned, and gone out of piou9 
fashion. And in all such facts as these 
I discover proofs of an enlarging admis- 
sion of the right of private judgment — 
and this is substantially the advance of 
Protestantism. 

Yes, the Protestant Churches of 
France are confessedly ^^chill and dark" 
-*-and without bringing up the an^nt 
score of St. Bartholomew as its cause, lei 
us merely hold the ascendancy of Bo^ 
man Catholicism accountable for the 
enormities of later times. . 

The French Bevolution (so called by 
way of preeminence) began in the up* 
risings of the People who cried for 
Bread, fmd their necessities were caused 
by the allied despotisms of Kingcraft 
and Priestcraft. It beg^n in the dole* 
ful ciy for Bread, and ended in a Tra- 
gedy. — The Late (the Lord grant it may 
not be the Last) French Bevolution 1>e- 
gan in the cry for Liberty, and ended 
in a Farce, ' 

Ns^oleon Bonaparte was a giant t j* 
rant, who destroyed the Inquisition that 
he might reign supreme : Louis Napo* 
leon was a pigmy hypocrite, who erush- 
ed the liberties of Italy, that the Pop» 
might eontinue to reign as a poliUcal 
Prince. He was elevated to power by 
the sufi&ages of the People of one oouu-- 
try, and the first use he made of tha% 
power, was, to put down the People oC 
another ! 

And after that Tragedy, and tluA 
Farce, we have the Comedy of a Lectizx^ 
on the Decline of Protestantism 1^ 
France 1 

But hark ye, my brbthei9, to i^im 
lesson of Italy. Directly under tlk^ 
eye of the Infallible Boman PontifiT, ^ 
multitude of men stood up, and assert^^ 
the Protestant principle as applied %^ 
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the State. Was that an evidence of 
I>ecline ? sirs, had it not been for the 
intervention of French Catholic bayo- 
nets, Italy would now be free ! And 
that intervention ^ is accounted for by 
the fact in which Mr. Hughes glories, 
namely, that the Protestant Churches 
in France are " chill and dark ! " It 
is true — and learn thou, seeker for 
analogies, that Despotism and Roman 
Catholicism alw%ys work hy Authority 
from the Rulers DOWNWARD : Repub- 
licanism and Protestantism always work 
by Individual Judgment from the JPoo- 
pie UPWARD.* 

CONVERSIONS. 

But we shall not be doing justice to 
Mr. Hughes without noticing » another 
branch of his Lecture, namely, so much 
of it 9S may be comprehended under 
the general head of Conversions. 
¥- He urges, in the first place, that Pro- 
iestantbm gained all its geographical 
triumphs within the first fifty years of 
its existence, dating from 1517. '^ With- 
in fifty years of its origin it conquered 
and took possession of every inch of 
ground of which it is in possession this 
day.'^ 

Thus he writes, leaving it to our 
generosity to add two qualifications — 
namely, that he refers only to Europe, 

* I speak of the natural order of operation. 
Principles poay be professed and the profes- 
sors not be consistent. How a Protestant 
can- submit to any other than a representa- 
tiye government, constituted and controlled 
by the People, is not easily explained, as 
applied to either State or Church. Yet the 
Methodist Episcopal People are governed, 
absolutely, by the Bishops and Traveling 
Preachers. Is this R^ublican ? 

Caharles Carroll of Carrolton, signed the 
Declaration of Independence, testifying cer- 
tain self-evident truths, imd insisting that 
«• governments are instituted among men, 
deriving their just powers from the consent 
of the governed ;" that " it is tU right of the 
people to alter or to abolish" one form of 
government, and institute another. Yet Car- 
roll was a Eoman Catholic, and submitted to 
a Church government which ihe People had 
no part in organizing, and by which any 
right to alt«r or abolish it is peremptorily 
dflmiedl 



and treats of the predominance of Fro« 
testantism. In 1567, it was in the 
ascendant in all the kingdoms of Europe ^ 
in which it is in the ascendant now. 
Such is the statement of Mr. Hughes, as 
he meant to be understood. To which 
I reply, that all this may be true, and 
yet not conflict with an assertion of the 
advance of Protestantism. 

It would be unphilosophical to sup- 
pose that the unparalleled progress at 
first made by the. Eeformation, was 
wholly the work of Luther and his 
coadjutors. The questionings that they 
were courageous enough to express, must 
have been revolving in myriads of other 
minds, and other souls must have sUentlj 
uttered the protest against the Papacy^ 
long before it was openly uttered by 
Luther. 

Those minds, in all directions from 
him personally, were prepared for a pub- 
lic demonstration, so soon as the Master 
Spirit should arise. He arose, and the 
Eeformation spread rapidly on every 
side — not because he put thoughts into 
the minds of the people, but because he 
had expressed thoughts -which had long 
been theirs. It required half a ce<itury 
to put the appliances of Eoman Oatho« 
licism effectually in motion, to restrain 
the ferther progress of the heresy. 

But does it follow that Protestantism 
has ceased its operations? Presump- 
tively it has not ; and even the outward 
signs are clearly indicative of the Ad^ 
vance of Pirotestantism, rather than of 
its Decline. 

The day was, for example, that mi^ty 
Kings, bareheaded and unshod, led the 
Pope's horse, as menials; and in some 
cases stood as penitents at the gates of 
nis palace ; and in numberless instances 
obeyed his commands as a spaniel obeys 
his master. That iay has past; aad 
if Protestantism has not effected these 
changes, I should be glad to see them 
accounted for. 

Time was, when highly distinguished 
men deemed it an honorable privilege to 
kiss the foot of His Holiness ; but 1 4loubt 
whether there is an intelligent Eoman 
Catholic in these United StateS; (unless • 
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he be Priest or Bishop^ and must) who 
would stoop to so degrading an act of 

• seryilitj. The Eepublican spirit has 
taught them better. 

And are there no consistent Bepab- 
licans in Europe ? To mc, the alterna- 
tive presented to the Pope and Cardinals 
in Rome, of submission to the will of 
the People; or flight, ia a most signifi^ 
cant hint. It teaches me that Protes- 
tantism is not declining, though its geo- 
graphical ascendancy in Europe be not 
extending. 

This conclusion is not answered by 
the fact that there have been conver- 
sions from Protestant sects to Boman 
Catholicism. There have also been con- 
versions in the opposite direction. But 
it is mere trifling, in such a controversy 
as this, to rely on isolated cases of 
change of opinion or profession. 

Even the Puseyism of Oxford — ^what 
is it but the Retrogressive Spirit seeking 
to balance the Progressive Spirit in the 
Established Church of England ? They 
are at the extremities of the same beam, 
looking in opposite directionsr— that beam 
resting on the venire of Conservatism, 

Iri^the process of "see-sawing," the 
Low Church party is crying out for 
less Church authority ; while the High 
Church party is crying out for more. 
As might reasonably be expected, a few 
of the extreme Puseyites have jumped 
from the beam. They did not reKsh 
this balancing of arguments, because it 
Blade them giddy. And as Mr. Hughes 
expresses it, they acted " under the in- 
fluence of a prudence that dare not reject 
Church authority ;" that is to say, they 
chose THE 8APE SIDE of Eoman Catho- 
lic infallibility! Very much on the 
principle that many Orthodox Protes- 
tants profess to reject Universalism — 
namely, because they are anxious to be 
on the safe side. In other words, they 
prudently believe one thing and prudent- 
ly disbelieve another, being anxious to 
Jiave tvoo chances of salvation, whereas 
the Universalist (poor soul !) has nothing 
to rely upon excepting the grace of God I 

But the Puseyite conversions to Pa- 

• V^l} ^^® hetn overbalanced by oppo- 



site conversions, and by an awakening 
inquiry into the truth and value of the 
Protestant principle. Mr. Hughes seems 
to think that the balance is the other 
way, but he merely makes it the text of 
a prophecy that all of us will by and 
by be nestled in the bosom of Mother 
Church ! But such prophetic visions of 
" Father Hughes " are worth little more 
than the calculations of " Father Mil- 
ler." The world was not burnt up in 
'43, and there is little' prospect of its 
conversion, either way, for a few weeks 
to come I 

If, however, we look at Missionary 
operations in Pagan lands, it must be 
confessed that numbers are greatly on 
the Boman Catholic side. Nor need 
this be matter of wonderment I cer- 
tainly do not wish to speak in undue 
disparagement of any man's cre^d — ^but 
it is plain to my mind, that Pagans rea- 
dily become Boman Catholics, because 
Paganism and Boman Catholicism are 
so muoh alike. The poor Pagans have 
generally little capacity for thought, and 
a Missionary who would be successfol 
in converting them, must not trouble 
them much in that way. 

What could your Quaker do with 
them in the line of proselyting ? They 
could not understand his subQme doc- 
trine of introversion, and his glorious 
thought of the light within, to guide 
the spirit in the way of life. And so 
your Quaker must adopt the sensible 
but slow method of civilizing the Pa- 
gans, and Christianizing them in the 
progress of their civilization. 

Your Methodist Episcopalian would 
make a better proselyter among tbem^ 
by reason of his vehemence ; your Pro- 
testant Episcopalian still better, by his 
surplice and gown and solemn Liturgy ; 
but your Boman Episcopalian best of 
all, because he superadds mystical wa- 
fer, censor of incense, crucifix, candle 
and bell, and all other imposing appoint- 
ments of the ritual of his Church. ^ 

Do not misunderstand me to speak 
against these things. An inquiry into 
their merits is not now the matter in 



Digiti 



ized by Google 



ROMAN 0ATHOIICI8M AND PEOTESTANTISM. 



27 



hand. I speak of things as they are, 
and it is clear that he will be most suc- 
cessful as a proselyting Missionary 
among Pagans^ who has the most im- 
posing forms and ceremonies, and who 
flemands least of thought and least of 
spiritual exercise. 

It is for these reasons that Roman 
Catholic Missionaries have been vastly 
more successful thah Protestant Mis- 
sionaries in making converts in the Pa- 
gan world. But what are thojse con- 
verts after all ? They are still essen- 
tially Pagans, All they have done is, 
to submit to the authority of the 
Church I They have been baptized in 
crowds, but what do they understand 
of Christianity? There has been no 
enlightenment of the mind, and no 
change of conduct excepting as pre- 
scribed by the Priest. 

Good may come of even such pre- 
scription, becatlse a better morality is 
enjoined. Cannibalism and human sacri- 
fices are forbidden. Respect for Wo- 
man is taught. War is discouraged — 
and in various ways a sort of gradual 
civilization is promoted. But beyond 
this, any pretence of argument is ridi- 
culous, as affecting the relative value of 
Roman Catholic and Protestant Mis- 
^onaries among Pagans. 

I cheerfully acknowledge the self- 
sacrifices and worthiness of all such 
Missionaries of all sects. I admire 
their zeal and devotion to what they 
conceive to be their duty. God bless 
them! 

But when Mr. Hughes mentions that 
certain Monks '^ preached to the hearts 
of the savages of Paraguay by chant- 
ing" Catholic hymns — and when he 
urges the success of this kind of preach- 
ing as an argument for Roman Catho- 
licism, I can but pity his weakness— 
or rather, the ignorance of persons who 
could be imposed upon by the shallow 
fallacy. With such kind of '< preach- 
ing/' and as a means of attracting 
crowds of either savages or civilized 
people, a thousand Monks would not 
be half so successful as one Jenny 
lindl 



THE TBIANOLE. 

There are three forms of political 
Government known among men. Au- 
tocracy, Despotism, as in Russia : Aris- 
tocracy, Limited Monarchy, as in^reat 
Britain : Democracy;, Republicanism, 
as in the United States. 

These governments regard the out- 
ward arrangements of the social state, 
and are all opposed to anarchy, which 
is no government at all, each individual 
doing what is right in his own eyes — 
as at a certain period when there were no 
judges in Israel. 

In all these cases, reference is had to 
DOING, not to believing — to action, 
not to opinion. In other words, all 
those governments relate to the volun^ 
iary motionSy (which may be submissive 
to State Authority,) and not to the 
Reason. 

Roman Catholicum is the Autocracy 
of the Church. It claims Authority to 
prescribe all things in Religion, as re- 
lating to both Faith and Action, and 
asserts InfaUihility as an essential part 
of the system. And as. neither Autho* 
rity nor Infallibility pertains to any 
human being, as such, the Pope is re- 
garded as the Vicegerent of the Al- 
mighty ! ' 

In this Church government every 
thing is prescribed, nor can there be 
the slightest deviation from the stand- 
ards of Antiquity — because any such 
deviation, even the slightest, would hi 
an admission of error, and an admissior 
of error, even the least^ would be fatal 
to the whole system. 

That the Supreme Being is infallible^ 
results from acknowledging His Omnis 
cience — but it is folly to talk of infal 
Hbility as imparted, without its accom- 
paniment of infinite knowledge. Thi< 
is not pretended by the Pope. The 
only alternative is, a supposed constant 
direction and control of him by the in- 
fallible moving of God's spirit, so that 
he cannot err f That is to say, he may 
err as a mere Man — or he may err as a 
Prince — butiiot |is a Pope I 

Deny sudi claim of infallibility for 
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him^ in hifir sole spiritual capacity^ 
and you must seek infallibility in the 
inajoritp vote of the Cardinals! — ^very 
much as choice was made between two 
candidates for the vacant apostleship — 
namely, by'casting lots I But however 
manifested or determined, infallibility is 
supposed to be represented by the Pope 
as God's Vicegerent, and this constitutes 
th^ Autocracy or spiritual Despotism of 
the Papacy I 

Orthodox Proteitantism is the Aruto- 
eracy of the Church, It objects to a 
vuihU Head of the Church, namely, the 
Pope — ^and claims Christ as the invisi- 
ble Head and King, the Church being 
the body and kingdom. But it also 
claims somewhat in his name — not au- 
thority for Absolute Prescription, &s in 
a Despotism, but a Compromise {lestric- 
tion, as in a Limited Monarchy. 

The main difficulty in my mind, is, 
how the Orthodox Protestant Churches 
can admit the right of private judgment, 
consistently with their pretensions of 
divine Authority. They decide upon 
and prescribe certain essential doctrines, 
firom which no departure is allowed, and 
leave all others open to individual judg- 
ment. This is done to avoid the minute 
prescription of Boman Catholicism, and 
yet preserve some show of unity. 

But Orthodox Protestantism disclaims 
infallibility. How then can it be known 
with certainty that the essential doc- 
trines have been hit upon ? or whether 
any have been omitted ? God is infalli- 
ble by concession of His Omniscience ; 
but no one can be infallible unless by 
absolute control of His spirit. Sop- 
posing this granted for all the Scrip- 
ture writers, it would be too great a 
tax on credulity to demand the like ad- 
mission in behalf of any body of inter- 
preters. 

Even conceding this for Orthodox 
Protestants, does Christ pronounce one 
item of truth essential, and another non- 
essential? And could not the same 
judgment that prescribed a few points, 
prescribe them allf with the same accu- 
racy ? If you allow the right of private 



judgment to any extent^ why do yo« 
restrict it ? 

To say, ad has been said, that ^'tbe 
Scriptures themselves demand an appeid 
to their own teachings," is only a shift 
to evade the responsibility which Boman 
Catholicism boldly assJmies. No: Or- 
thodox Protestantism will not assume 
the responsibility of absolute and minute 
prescription, as of a despotism — neither 
will it altogether abandon the ground of 
speaking in Christ's name by autho- 
rity! Bather it will occupy a sort of 
middle position — ^neither wholy human 
nor wholly divine. Bepresenting the 
People on the one hand, and Chnst on 
the other, a Compromise Bestriction of 
bpth parties appears to be adopted — 
and this is why I term it a Limited Mo- 
narchy. It is King John granting 
Magna Charta to the people of England 
— conceding somewhat of liberty to 
them, as the cOunterbaldbce of the au- 
thority conceded to hvnk» This is the 
type of the Aristocracy of the Church. 

And so the Heretic of Papacy is one 
who denies the absolute authority of 
the Church as the guide of faith, while 
the Heretic of Orthodoxy is one who 
denies the sense of the Scriptures in 
compromise essentials, as inte7'preted by 
the Church and set forth in the Creed I 

When Orthodoxy attempts to reason 
with a man on the rationality of anj 
one of those essentials, authority is 
abandoned for the time, and an admis- 
sion made that the Bevelation of God is 
a communication to the Beason of Man. 
If this boundary be passed, you enter 
the shadowy realm of Mysticism — and 
here nothing but Church Prescriptive 
Authority can rule. You argue against 
Transubstantiation, and the Papist re- 
fers you to the equally inexplicable . 
doctrine of the Trinity. If you reply^ 
that you can prove the doctrine of the 
Trinity by the Bible, whereas the doo- 
trine of Transubstantiation cannot be 
so proved, the Boman Catholic will deny 
the latter, and the Unitarian the former. 
How will you manage now f 

Only thus : You will exercise your 
private judgment in establishing th^ ro- 
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strictioiis of Orthodox Protestantism, 
ftnd pass to the second side of the Tri- 
angle. 

If it be objected, that Orthodox Pro- 
testant Churches are fashioned, in their 
fovemment, on our Kepublican model, 
admit it in tht) main — though there 
are exceptions.* It is also true that no 
man is obliged to remain in the con- 
nexion. He who enters it voluntarily, 
should either abide bj its laws, or aban- 
don it. And this applies no less t6 
Roman Catholicism than to any other 
religious organization. 

But mj argument is against Church 
authority, as being divine^ or of Christ's 
appointment, asserted by Associations, 
Consociations, Pfesbyteries, Consisto- 
ries, and the like. It is this which 
makes the Pajpacy so offensive. It is 
thU which bows the multitude in abject 
submission before the Pope. With this, 
he rules the consciences of millions: 
toiihoiU thiS; his pretensions would be 
laughed at. Alleged divme atUhoritt/ 
IB one leg of the Pope ; infaMihUity is 
the other. By the aid of these, and 
some props, he manages to stand. 

Orthodox Protestantism has discarded 
the latter of these extremities, and pre- 
serves the former I Infallibility is scouted 
as an attribute of any individual or 
Church; and yet how many Churches 
there are which claim to speak with 
divine authority, granting only such 
linoitation as, will suffice to keep the 
right of private judgment in counte- 
nance ! These constitute the Aristocracy 
or Limited Monarchy of Christendom. 

The Democracy of the Churchy forming 
the third side of the Triangle, rests on 
the Protestant Principle, without pre- 
Bcription and without restriction. It 
maintains all authority as subsisting in 
the People, for organization and govern- 
ment—delegating to Councils certain 



* Tiie Methodist Bpiseop^ Chureh, for 
example, allows no representation by the 
People. The Annnal Conference consists 
solely of the Clergy — and is a sort of Honse 
o^ Cardinals without a Pope, thongh the 
pvetfiding Bishop is the substitute, minui in- 
fiOHbinty. 



expressed duties, prohibiting them to 
speak authoritatively in Christ^s name, 
but in the name of the People whose 
individual judgment is there meant to 
be represented, as in a Republic. ^ 

And as in any other sociiA Republir 
can system, so in this : The majority 
must rule — not as deciding by divine 
authority what is absolutely trvs, and 
therefore binding on every comdence — 
but as affecting what appears to be true 
and expedient^ in the judgment of falli- 
ble men, and onlv binding on the volun- 
tary motionr of such as continue in 
membership with that .Church. 

This, as I understand it, is the Pro- 
testant principle applied to both Church 
and State. It leaves the absolute deci- 
sion of Truth with Him to whom only, 
as being infallible, it belongs, and allows 
no Church authority to stand between 
Christ and the individual conscience. 

If, being connected with a Church, 
a man shall become dissatisfied, let him 
resign, and retire. If his resignation be 
refused, (which is frequently done) let 
him i^nderstand that Church Aristocracy 
is after him with its British denial of J 
the right of expatriation ; or if he be 
censured, or denounced, or excommuni- 
cated for heresy, let him be sure that 
Church Aristocracy is at his back, with 
the thunderings of infallible Papal 
anathema ! 

DECLINE OF ROMAN CATHOLICISM. 

A Political Autocracy would seem to 
be better adapted for an ignorant and 
barbarous people than any other form of 
government. The evil lies in the dijQi- 
culty of reforming or abrogating it when 
the people (one would think) are prepar- 
ed for a better order of things. ^ The 
same may be said of an Ecclesiastical 
Autocracy, or Despotism. 

How often have we heard of bands of 
men; so lawless that the civil power was 
set at defiance and the military scouted 
at — awed and dispersed by the appear- 
ance of a Priest in his robes! And 
there are bands of equally lawless men, 
not Broman Catholics — ^mostly of no 
creed whatever. Would to heaveU; , 



Digitized by 



Google 



80 



SOMAN CAmoUOISM' AND PROTlStANftSH. 



some description of restraint could be 
imposed upon (hem, by State or Church ! 
But the restraint imposed, as illustrated, 
is to me an evidence l^at Ecclesiastical 
Autocracy is a Religion fitted for peo- 
ple of th^ character described. 

Beneficial also is Ecclesiastical Aristo- 
cracy, in its place and way. How many 
Orthodox Prostestants have declared 
that were it not for fear of the Devil 
and accompanying disagreeable pros- 
pects, they would do all sorts of naughty 
things! From which it would seem 
that the Devil is a kind of Church dog 
to keep certain folks within the pale of 
decency. 

Very sorry should I be to make a 
general application of these remarks, as 
affecting any denomination. There are 
multitudes of professing Christians of 
every sect, and people of no sect, who 
are worthy of highest esteem. It is 
neither Church authority, nor human 
authority, which restrains them from 
doing wrong, and impels them to do 
right — but their intelligence, their 
moral sense, their enlightened con- 
science. By the beautiM revelations 
of God in Christ, and o£ the Divinity 
in Humanity, they have risen into the 
redemption of Reason and Truth. They 
may still regard the Church as a valua- 
ble Police Regulation to hold the law- 
less in check, or to prescribe duty to the 
sensuous though sincere masses — but 
with themselves personally , the power of 
Church authority has passed away for- 
ever ! 

And so, as I judge, the practical powh' 
of Roman Catholicism is mightiest* in 
the ratio of ignorance, and weakest in 
the ratio of knowledge. 

It may be doubted whether the well: 
educated classes of that communion, 
are very scrupulous about the Confes- 
sional, Rosary, Prescription of Diet, and 
the like. • 

There is certainly a decline of Church 
authority over such persons, and they 
constitute a large and hopefully increas- 
ing « class. In many cases they refuse 
to deed their meeting-house prpperty 
to the Bishop ; and wSl not allow any 



interference with their political opinion!^ 
social fellowship, or other temporal con- 
cerns ; and they wilt marry Protestants^ 
if they choose — and so on. 

And is it supposable that such peo- 
ple would build an Inquisition, or burn 
a man *t the stake for heresy, if even 
the Pope should so command them, and 
they had the power? No doubt there 
are multitudes of the ignorant who 
would do it — some fiery Proselytes 
might help— and some Priests look on, 
— ^but <;he question relates to well- 
educated Roman Catholics of the laity, 
generally. 

If it be replied that Protestants as 
well as Roman Catholics, were formerly 
engaged in cruel scenes in the cause of 
Religion, and that neither would do so 
now, my answer is this : The facta are 
admitted, and they prove both the 
Advance of Protestantism and the 
Decline of Rom^an Catholicism, I do 
not of course refer to numbers, but to 
the spirit, and therefore the real power. 

Roman Catholicisni asserts the Vice- 
gerency of God, and as a consequence 
claims both Divine authority and infal- 
libility. Is it any thing marvelous that 
the representatives of the Almighty 
should treat heretics in this world, as 
they declare Ee will treat them in the 
next? 

Orthodox Protestantism sanctioned, 
and did like things in the olden time, 
on a similar score. The Church was 
deemed Christ's representative on earth, 
and therefore claimed divine authority. 
Holding similar views with Roman 
Catholics in regard to the future fate of 
errorists, the dignitaries regarded it - 
consistent to furnish heretics a foretaste 
of the dreadful realities in reserve. 

But the Protestant. principle, namely, 
the right of private judgment^ bars fdl 
persecution for conscience sake; and 
whoever bums Bibles which are not his 
own property, or churches of anoth^ 
sect, or Heretics of any grade, or in any 
wise interferes with any man's opinion 
excepting by reason — he is not a Pnh 
testant in practice, whatever he may be 
in profession. 
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Lather was a man of violent speech, 
and to some extent a persecutor for opin- 
ion's sake, as can be clearly proved. 
He oonld not promptly and entirely rid 
himself of the old leaven. . 

Calvin procured the death of Servetus 
— ^Beza applauded the act, and Melanc- 
thon approved it. Vainly does any one 
striye to defend Calvin by charging the 
death of Servetus to the civU authority. 
It is in this way that Roman Catholics 
seek to evade the responsibility of all 
their bloody persecutions of PJrotes- 
tants. 

It is enough to know that an individ- 
ual or a Church suggested or sanctioned 
Bueh things ; and he who seeks to ex- 
plain such things away, by attributing 
them to the errors of the State, is only 
admitting the fallibility of that indi- 
vidual or that Church. 

It-is on this ground that I proclaim the 
Decline of Boman Catholicism, and the 
^Advance of true Protestantism. Church 
Authority has lost the power it long 
possessed and exercised, in the way of 
persecution for opinion's sake, ^and in 
other directions. As against this fact 
and its inference, statistics of numbers 
are of small accpunt — for in the sense 
of practical authority, " the house of 
Saul is becoming weaker and weaker, 
and the house of David is waxing stronger 
and stronger.'' 

Popular Education may not greatly 
diminish (it will certainly not increase) 
the number of Boman Catholic profes- 
sors, but it will diminish the power of 
the Church by enlightening the People. 
Is not this the real ground of Roman 
Catholic opposition to the Common 
School System? Doubtless it is not 
fsdr in Protestants to insist on the Pro- 
testant Version of the Bible as a reading 
book in schools, so far as the children 
of Catholic parents are concerned ; but 
hack of this ground of offence, the 
Jesuits have a weightier reason for op- 
posing any public system of instruction. 
They cannot have control, so as to bend 
all minds to their purposes, and are not 
willing (apart from such control) that 
Catholic children should mingle with 



the children of Protestants. There is 
Liberalism in such contact; and by 
Liberalism, Chhrch authority is weak- 
ened. 

Science is progressing. Scientific men 
may continue their assent to the Theo- 
logical Mysteries of this sect or that, but 
the days of the power that compelled 
Galileo to recant, are over and gone 
forever. 

The Mechanic Arts, the Press, Steam, 
the Telegraph, Commerce — each a re- 
sult of enlightenment becomes in its 
turn a. means ; and Priestly rule of con- 
science, and all other shams and mock- 
eries, must sooner or later be discarded. 
The signs of such an issue are on every 
hand ; and each of these is a proof of 
the Decline of Boman Catholicism. 

It is at the same time an evidence of 
the Decline of Church authority every 
where. I do not mean a decline of 
Beligion, nor any Decline of Beal 
Beverence for the great God and His 
Christ : No — rather an Advance of 
these, in the Decline of the divine 
authority asserted by Churches of every 
sect. 

In conforming to the Law of Pro- 

f'ess, as signified by " the light within," 
lias Hicks incurred the displeasure of 
Quaker Conservatism: Albert Barnes 
was silenced a twelvemonth by a similar 
Presbyterian Conservatism, — and the 
result in each case was the organization 
of a New School in contradistinctiou 
from the Old. 

There is a High Church and a Low 
Church party in the bosom of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church; but the 
Board of Bishops has as yet managed 
to preserve an outward unity. . 

The Methodist Episcopal Church has 
furnished sufficient seceders from its 
Clerical Despotism to form two new 
phases of ^vemment, designated as 
Primitive and Wesleyan. 

To get rid of Church authority — and 
of such restrictive Creeds as exscinded 
Duncan of Baltimore — Theo. Clapp, 
H. Ward Beecher, T. H. Stockton, and 
other distinguished men, now stand on 
^the platform of Congregationalism — 
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and th^ faeds are undeniablj in ibe 
direotioii of strioli IndividttaHsm. 

The fact is not more evident than the 
cause. Men are weary of this everlast^ 
ing ding-dong of Church authority as- 
serted as being divine. Time wa^ that 
even Orthodox Protestant Hidisters 
were the Spiritual Barons of the 
Church — but that time has past. And 
it is not credible that the leaven thus 
working e^where is inoperative in the 
bosom of Koman Oatholicism. Jesuit- 
ism is at work to counteract it. Betro- 
gressive Spirit is awake and busy ; and 
^^as tio roads are so rough as tifose 
which have lately been mended, so no 
sinners are sb zealous as those who 
have lately been converted"— whereof 
Eev. M. Hale l^itli and O. A. 
Brownson^ Esq., are notable examples. 
Each boxed ^e compass of opinions 
and sects, and settled down at last — the 
former into the sternest Orthodox Pro- 
testantism, and the latter into the most 
rigid Roman Catholicism ! 

These are among your most busy 
Proselyte Retrogressives. So are your 
extreme Puseyites. They are your 
Gravitarians, producing in some sort 
the friction which prevents too great 
speed with the Progressive Spirit, as the 
Engineer of the Train of Life. Pushing 
too fast and too far in a day, might 
generate consuming fire. 

So let us be ptttient: There is a use 
in all material things, if we did but 
rightly consider them. Flies, snakes 
and Hzards, weeds, briars and thorns, 
belong to the wild earth which Man 
was (abated to subdue. Gkn. i. 28. 

There are few errors which enfold not 
the germ of truth — and in some respect 
they are of service. Astrology and 
Alchymy contributed largely to the 



revelaiaons of Astrcmomy aajl Che- 
mistry. ' 

All forms of Superetitioa ate but 
distorted views of Eeb'gion, as held by 
igncmmt people. We may ccmceive a 
use in the belief of Witehcnuft, though 
some may think a lively imagination k 
neoe^iary for the purpose. But all 
forms of superstition, inaktding prieatly 
rule as by divine authority, can be of 
practical service only (if at ^1) in mAn'a 
unsubdued, uncultivated estate. 

When the Earth has been brought 
under the highest dominion of Civiliza** 
tion, there will be no hideous reptiles 
not ravenous beasts. They pass away 
gradually before the onward maxeh ot 
clearing the surface of th^ ground for 
cultivation. 

When Man is himself brouffht inU 
the enlightenment of the ChnstiamtT 
of Christ, tiiere will be ilo Churcn 
Authority to stand between the Indi- 
vidual consdenoe and the Lord Mf> 
mighty. 

Hasten the day, Gk>d I 

ooNOLtrsioir. 

This Review was written without the 
advice or consent of any man. Th^ 
senlaments are presented as the writ^i 
own, without the endorsement of any 
sect or party. On him ONtiY rests th^ 
responsibility. 

He has meant to be strictly fair and 
just to both the distinguished gentle- 
men named in the commentary ; and iC 
au^t offensive has been expressed, H 
had no counterpart in his intention. 

If he has proclaimed any setttim^t 
that is false, it will perish, and he wQl 
rejoice at its buml. Whatever frttA 
he has uttered; wuji N£YSE DIK. 
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